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Fireside Chats will continue 

  Wednesday, March 11  

at 6:45 p.m. in the Great Hall 
 

For over thirteen years we have had the great tradition of sharing 

the personal faith stories of our parish during the season of Lent.  

Again this year we are featuring our Fireside Chats in the Great 

Hall on Wednesdays from 6:45 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  Our second 

―chat‖ will be with Clyde Curtis this coming Wednesday and on 

March 18 we will feature a ―chat‖ with sisters Roz Bowman and 

Delores Neal.                

Our pastor, Walt Edmonds, will be interviewing these folks fol-

lowing the Wonderful Wednesday night dinners; the dinners be-

gin at 5:45 p.m. in the Dining Hall.  Childcare will be provided 

for these ―parlor chats.‖ 

Be sure you don’t miss 

this opportunity for spiritual refreshment. 

Lenten Devotionals Online 

Lenten devotional writings by members of the  

Damascus UMC community are available from the 

DUMC website this year at www.damascusumc.org.  

Get your daily dose of Christian insight and save 

some paper in the process ! ! 
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The 2nd Annual 

Empty Bowls Luncheon is 

TODAY! 
Where:  Damascus Community Center 

   Oak Drive, Damascus 

When:   Sunday, March 8, 2009 

Time:     12:00 pm to 2:30 pm 

Why:   100% of the proceeds from the 

event benefit Damascus HELP, our local 

food pantry and community assistance or-

ganization. 

How:    Tickets are $10/person or $25/

family.  Each ticket holder can choose a 

locally handcrafted bowl and have all-you

-can-eat soup and bread.  The policy of the 

Rec Center does not allow tickets to be 

sold at the door.  Tickets may be pur-

chased at DUMC in the Narthex on Sun-

days.  They may also be purchased at 

Something Earthy Gallery or Fireworks 

Art Café in Damascus. 

      Come and welcome  

  our new members  . . . .  

Now is your chance to get to know the newest members of Damascus 

Church. We will formally receive them at the 11 a.m. service TO-

DAY, March 8, but the real chance to meet them comes at a reception 

in the Dining Hall following the service.  The Evangelism Committee 

will provide light fare as we mix and mingle. As a special treat, Ted Constantinides will 

interview select members of our staff (including Pastor Walt and Pastor Stephen) to learn 

fun and interesting facts about their past. 

Stop by the Dining Hall, meet the new members, and enjoy the fellowship of Damascus 

Church. 

See you there ! ! 

We Need Your Support ! ! 

A very important AIM action will be held at 

Church of the Resurrection Catholic Church 

in Burtonsville this coming Tuesday, 

March 10.  Our own Will Holmes will be 

hosting the meeting, Jane Webb, our Office 

Manager, will be speaking to the problem of 

mortgage foreclosures, and Walt Edmonds 

will bring the Call To Action for people of 

the county to unite in making sure the needs 

of the poor and disenfranchised are not lost 

in the county budget reductions.   

We have been asked to bring at least 25 peo-

ple from our congregation to the action.  We 

heartily invite all those concerned about the 

county budget and the effects on our commu-

nities to be present from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.  

There is no better way to make our stand for 

the needs of those close to us and to be sup-

portive of this action to address very serious 

issues of public concern.  Car pools will be 

assembled at 6:15 pm at the church.  Please 

call Jane at the office (301-253-0022, x. 101) 

to confirm your coming. 
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 Youth  
IMPACT Youth Weekend  

Spring Break Weekend in Ocean City !!! 

High School  Youth Conference 

Join us for ―Impact 09,‖ a high school 

youth conference, to be held March 27 - 29 

at the Ocean City Convention Center.  The 

theme for this year‘s conference is life in 

high definition and will feature concerts 

by musical guest Skillet, and worship led 

by the Daniel’s Window, and several guest 

speakers. Check out www.impactalive.net 

and click on ―Impact 09 Road Trip.‖   

You‘ll need money for a few fast-food 

style meals.  We will be leaving Friday at 

4:30 pm and returning Sunday around 6 

pm.  We have confirmation that Jim 

Stastny has agreed to be our ―male‖ chap-

erone for the weekend.  Please pick up a 

registration form from Mrs. D or at the 

church office.  The cost for registration is 

$80, plus hotel.  Questions?  Contact Cathy 

at the church (301-253-0022, ext. #105 or 

dumc.youthministry@verizon.net).  

Top Ten Reasons to attend  

Impact 2009  

High School Youth Conference 

"Life in High Definition" 

¶ Saturday Night Skillet Concert 

¶ The OCEAN 

¶ Fun & Fellowship 

¶ 4000 High School Students All Fired 

Up For Jesus 

¶ Awesome Christian Bands and  

      Worship Leaders 

¶ Thrashers Fries and Candy Kitchen 

¶ Workshops Relevant to Christian 

Teens 

¶ The Ocean City Boardwalk 

¶ You Don't Have to Clean Your Own 

Room 

¶ An Awesome Weekend Away From 

Home!! 

-  Ken Koeritzer 
 

 

Impact was absolutely amazing! Not only 

did it have great music with live bands 

but we were also experiencing God in a 

fun way with our friends. You get very 

close to one another in a way that can't be 

experienced by just hanging out. It creates 

a close connection to one another. 

- Ben Constantinides 

UMYFO Board of Directors 

Tuesday, March 10 

The UMYFO Board of Directors will meet 

on Tuesday, March 10 from 6:00 pm  -  7:30 

pm in the Annex (upstairs).  Agenda items 

will be:  Planning for Youth Activities, 

fundraising, Summer Tour and more.  All 

board members and committee chairs are 

encouraged to attend.  Cathy D. will be tak-

ing requests for sub orders BEFORE that 

date. 
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Youth (cont®d) 

Sunday, March 8 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45-10:45 am Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  -  YC/SH 

6:30 pm Youth Group  -  YC/SH 

Monday, March 9 

5:15 - 6:00 pm      Youth Handbells 

6:00 - 7:00 pm  Confirmation I  / Class A       

6:30 - 7:30 pm  Confirmation I  / Class B      

7:00 -  8:15 pm Confirmation II  /  Class A     

7:45 -  9:00 pm Confirmation II / Class B  

Tuesday, March 10 

ST. CECILIA REHEARSALS  

Wednesday, March 11 
6:15 am     Morning Communion 

6:45 am     Breakfast –DH 

5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday  

                            Dinner  - Dining Hall. 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Friday, March 13 

9:00 -10:30 pm  Basketball Open Gym @  

                           DHS - Small Gym 

Sunday, March 15 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45-10:45 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Depart for Soup Kitchen 

2:30 pm Return from Soup Kitchen 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

NO EVENING YOUTH DINNER  

OR ACTIVITY 

Next week is  
Service Sunday  

 
Sunday, March 15 will be our  

Service Sunday for March.  

  
Martha Ehlman has arranged for us to help 

out at a Soup Kitchen for those less fortu-

nate.  We will leave promptly at 10:30 

a.m. (following Sunday School) and shall 

return at approximately 2:30 p.m.  Please 

bring $5 for lunch in case the Soup 

Kitchen does not have enough food for all 

of us.   

 

I realize that everyone has a busy sched-

ule, but consider the schedules of those we 

shall serve and perhaps reconsider that 

which God has so greatly given to us (like 

food, shelter and clothing!)  This is a great 

opportunity for our Youth to reach out to 

others as we don‘t often have the chance 

to do so.  Let‘s make the effort to be sup-

portive and think of others.  

 

I will need to know how many are going 

to arrange transportation, so please let me 

know by March 14.  As a result of this 

outreach, there will not be a Youth Din-

ner or Youth Group on March 15. how-

ever there will be CWS rehearsal at 5:00 

p.m. 

           -  Cathy Dobrzanski 
   dumc.youthministry@verizon.net 
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Youth (cont®d) 

Youth Morning Communion  
There is no better way to begin the day 

than with the sacrament of Holy Com-

munion.  We found that out about thir-

teen years ago when the youth began 

meeting on Wednesday mornings at 

6:15 a.m. for a short service followed 

by breakfast. 

This year we began on Ash Wednesday 

(February 25) and will continue 

throughout Lent.  Because of the earlier 

hour of Damascus High School‘s morn-

ing schedule, we want to remind those 

attending that we will be leaving for 

DHS at 7:10 a.m. promptly.  Parents 

and other interested adults are welcome 

at this early hour. 

Charles Wesley Parents  ! ! 

Please remember to help out our Charles 

Wesley Singers by volunteering on your as-

signed Sunday as shown below.  If your family 

is scheduled, you will need to stay after the 

8:15 a.m. service for approximately 15 minutes 

to assist in the return of choir robes and the 

collection of music.  We are also asking that 

same family return at 5:00 p.m. to again assist 

Pastor Edmonds and Katherine Williams with 

the disbursement and collection of music dur-

ing choir rehearsal.  This should only involve 

one Sunday for the ENTIRE YEAR for each 

family. 

 March   8:     Ricketts 

 March 15:     Russell 

 March 22:     Sauter 

If you have any problem in fulfilling your as-

signed weekend, please be kind enough to find 

a replacement.  Thank you for your support! 

Acolyte / Crucifer  
Schedule  

 

Sunday, March 8  
8:15 Service:  

Acolyte -  Carson Erdle  
Crucifer  -  Savana McClure  

11:00 Service:  

Acolyte -  Need Volunteer  
Crucifer  -  Need Volunteer  
  

Sunday, March 15  
8:15 Service:  

Acolyte -  Ryan Gardner  
Crucifer  -  Michael Gardner  

11:00 Service:  

Acolyte -  Need Volunteer  
Crucifer  -  Need Volunteer  
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Church Ministries  

 Lectionary for Sunday, March 15, 2009 

Third Sunday in Lent 

 Old Testament:  Exodus 20:1-17    Psalm:    19 

 New Testament: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25   Gospel:  John 2:13-22 

 

SPRING 

TURKEY OYSTER DIN-

NER 

& BAKE SALE 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 

2009 
 

 

                Dinner is served 

            Noon ‗til ????        
                                                       

         ADULTS:     $14.00 

          CARRYOUTS:    

 $15.00 

       CHILDREN (4-8):     $6.00 
 

 



Lymes Disease Support  

Group forming 

Are you struggling with Lymes Disease or know someone who is?  DUMC is start-

ing a Lymes Disease Support and Discussion group on Tuesday, March 17 @ 7:00 

pm where individuals struggling with Lymes Disease or those who just want more 

information about the disease can come together and share.  We will also be having 

health professionals come periodically to give us their updates on the disease.  We 

would like to meet monthly so please share this with your friends.  Our first meet-

ing on the 17th will take place in the Annex conference room.  Please contact D. 

Ruprecht if you have any questions or suggestions. 

 

Come join the  

     Prayer Shawl  

               Ministry 
     Monday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

              in the Church Annex 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a creative way to 

combine the love of knitting and/or crochet-

ing with ministry to people in need of com-

fort. The shawls we make offer tangible evi-

dence of God‘s love to each recipient. This 

would also be a great opportunity to learn 

how to knit or crochet – the basic shawl pat-

tern is very simple to learn. 

If you want to learn more, please call or 

email C. Heinbaugh.   

We hope to see you there! 

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ 

Church Ministries (contôd) 
 

          RELAY for LIFE  

  Sign up for Relay can be 

  found on the website @ 

www.damascusrelay.org, registration forms 

are also in the Narthex, or please call 

one of the team capt's V. Senires or D. 

Neal . We need your help. 

Youth team members need to return 

their waiver forms and get started. 

If you can't join the team, you can sup-

port the team by making donations 

online or to one of the team capt's.  

Checks should be made to American 

Cancer Society. By 2015, the American 

Cancer Society aims to prevent close to 

5 million add'l deaths from cancer, avoid 

6 million new diagnoses, and measura-

bly improve the quality of life for those 

with the disease. Cancer survivorship is 

real - we are making progress in the 

fight against cancer. If you or someone 

you know is a cancer survivor, please 

contact one of the team capt's. We would 

like to honor their strength, perseverance 

and courage. Thank you. 
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Church Ministries (contôd) 

Save the Date!!    

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Fun ****  Food **** Fellowship 
 

The Young at Heart group is planning a trip to PA for a ―toe-tapping‖ musical at the Totem Pole 

Playhouse and lunch at the wonderful Hickory Bridge Farm near Gettysburg.  We will be enjoy-

ing the inspiring ―Cotton Patch Gospel‖ with music by the beloved singer-songwriter, Harry 

Chapin.  ―Follow Matthew and the Apostles throughout modern-day rural Georgia, as they rec-

reate the story of how a simple man and a simple message changed the meaning of love for-

ever.‖ 

Our lunch will include salad, potatoes, vegetables, corn fritters, stewed apples, roast beef, fried 

chicken, beverage and choice of desserts!  Sounds yummy!!!  You can also explore the 

―Antiques Museum, Country Store and Gift Shop at Hickory Bridge.‖ 

This is open to all adults in our church and their friends.  We will be able to take the first 45 who 

sign up and will keep a waiting list in case someone has to cancel.  Your money will be re-

funded if we are able to fill your space off the wait list.  We have to make our reservations by 

APRIL 1, 2009.  This may seem early, but they will only hold our seats at the theatre until then.  

The total cost of $70.00 will include a comfortable motor coach, lunch, theatre ticket, all taxes 

and gratuities.  We plan to leave DUMC at 9:30 am and return about 6:00 pm.  (If enough Fre-

derick people sign up, we can make a stop in Frederick on the way up and back. This will save 

you some time and gas!)  Your checks should be sent to J. Janss, by March 31, 2009. Please in-

clude the names and phone numbers of ALL persons in your party.  Don‘t wait too late, we al-

ways have a great time. If you have any questions or concerns, please call J. Janss or B. Newlin.  
 

 

Damascus United Methodist Women 
March Circle Meetings 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet Monday, March 9 @ 10:00 am in the Dining 

Hall. 

The Esther JOY Circle will meet Wednesday, March 11 @ 7:30 pm in the church Li-

brary.  

The WWJD Circle will meet Thursday, March 19 @ 7:30 pm at the home of S. Mal-

ley. 
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Church & Society 

ñWhere to Get  

Important Informationò 

Many Montgomery County residents are 

not aware of an important website where 

there is a unique directory of up-to-date 

information on community services.  You 

can get details on services for children, 

teens, families, adults and seniors at:  

www.infomontgomery.org 

The purpose of the website is to connect 

people in the county with all of the re-

sources that are available to them.  Check 

it out – you will be surprised at the abun-

dance of resources that the county pro-

vides. 

Also, be sure to use these websites to get 

information on how your representatives 

are voting on important legislation:  

w w w . o p e n s e c r e t s . c o m  a n d 

www.opencongress.org.   An informed 

and involved citizenry is one of the most 

important elements of a democracy. 

Announcements  

Calling All Bakers 

We need you!   We are having a Bake 

Sale on Saturday, March 28, 2009.  The 

Bake Sale is 100% profit and will go a 

long way to help finance our various 

charitable programs.   To do this we de-

pend on you to donate all manner of bake 

goods for sale.  This is the day of our fa-

mous Turkey Oyster Dinner and Ba-

zaar!   Please help us. 

 -  Pennie Adams  

The Damascus United  

Methodist Church 

Wayne Chamblee Training  

and Education Scholarship Fund 
 

$1,000—Scholarship Offer 
 

The Wayne Chamblee Scholarship Fund Com-

mittee, through Damascus United Methodist 

Church is offering a $1,000 scholarship to assist 

in the cost of education in a recognized program 

for landscaping, carpentry, plumbing, electrical, 

building maintenance and or any engineering 

field.  Any church member or church attendee is 

eligible to apply for the scholarship, unless you 

have received a scholarship previously. 

The Wayne Chamblee Training and Education 

Scholarship is offered through the Depro Sunday 

School Class.  Wayne was an inspiration to many 

here at Damascus United Methodist Church and 

his tireless work ethic to keep the church in good 

running and working order was known by many. 

The Scholarship will be awarded based on the 

applicant‘s educational goals and financial needs.  

The award may be used for tuition, books, trans-

portation or other expenses related to training.  

Applications are available by request from the 

Wayne Chamblee Scholarship Fund Committee 

or the Depro Sunday School Class (contact M. 

Ferguson or the Church Office @ 301-253-0022. 

Proof of registration is required before funds can 

be disbursed.   

Deadline for receipt of application is April 1, 

2009. 

http://www.infomontgomery.org
http://www.opensecrets.com
http://www.opencongress.org


Announcements  

Giving to Others during Lent ð  

2009 Sunday School Mission Project  

Thank you to all of the families who braved our snowy Sunday morning last week and 

brought in peanut butter, jelly, and other items for Damascus Help!  You graciously 

provided over 75 items  for needy families in our area.  

We will continue our project throughout Lent.  Todayõs focus is on canned fruit.  I 

look forward to counting how many items we receive!  

Next weekõs focus is on hot and cold cereals.  All basic items, with good expiration 

dates, are always accepted.  Thank you for your support of our Sunday School 

classesõ mission to ògive to othersó by bringing in food items to help needy families in 

our area.  

 God bless you!  

 C. Scarbrough   

March 15 th  ð hot or cold cereals  

 

March 22 nd ð baby food or powdered milk  

 

March 29 th  ð spaghetti sauce and pasta  

 

April 5 th  ð Macaroni & cheese boxes, tuna,  

                or canned meat  

Sunday School - Quarters for a Cure - REMINDER 

Please remember to return your film canisters to class. Sunday school classes were 

given a film canister to participate in RELAY for LIFE . Kids are asked to simply do a 

good deed, an extra chore, or lend a helping hand in exchange for a quarter (25 cents) to 

help fill the canister. Add'l canisters are available. 

Thank you for your support ! 



 

 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 

Wednesdays  - Weekly Holy 
Communion 

12 noon in the Sanctuary 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 

Turkey Oyster Day  

is right around the corner !! 

Our annual Spring Turkey Oyster Dinner and Bake Sale will take place on Saturday, 

March 28.  Dinner will be served from 12:00 noon until we run out of food. Come early 

for lots of all you can eat.     

In order to be successful we need lots of volunteers in many different areas.   The funds 

from this major activity go towards our many missions projects, both away and here at 

home.   Please do what you can to help either in person or by providing goodies for our 

bake sale.   The various chairpersons are as follows: 

  Dining Hall:   J. Schwab         

     S. Suddath       

  Oyster Patters:  L. Purdum         

     C. Dobrzanski      

  Kitchen:    M. Linthicum    

                    R. Bowman          

  Carryouts:       KS Robertson     

  Bake Table:     P. Adams       

Announcements (contôd) 

Healing Service  

Sunday,  March 15  

At 7:00 pm Sunday, March 15, we will hold 

our monthly Healing Service in the Sanctu-

ary. All who have healing needs and prayer 

requests for others are invited to come for 

this time of Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

laying on of hands, and anointing with oil. 

                                             -  James 5:14-15 
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About Our People 

Pastor Frances Stewart’s father, Ellis 

Waldren, passed away on Tuesday, March 

3 at his home in Covington, Virginia and 

his funeral was held Saturday at Pine Street 

Baptist Church in Covington. Please keep 

Pastor Stewart and all her family in your 

prayers as they celebrate his life and grieve 

his passing. 

Jeanette Long’s daughter, Veronica Long, 

passed away on Wednesday, February 25. 

Please keep Jeanette‘s family including 

Veronica‘s sister, Beth Schwab, in your 

prayers during this time of grief and cele-

bration. 

Congratulations to Diane Hakes on the 

birth of twin granddaughters, Kara and 

Kendra, born on Monday, March 2 to 

Robert and Angela Burlingame. 

Peggy Chaney is doing well and recover-

ing at home after a recent stay at NIH. 

Please keep Peggy in your prayers during 

her continued recovery. 

Please continue to pray for 

successful healing for  . . . . 
 

Emily Morgan’s recovering in the hospital 

after surgery on January 27. 

Woody King from Friendship who is in a 

lot of pain following a recent fall. 

Theresa Dixon, a member of Friendship, 

as she continues to recover from a stroke in 

early December. 

Melvin McCray, a member of Friendship, 

who is presently undergoing some tests. 

Carolyn Wingo, sister of Bob Gladhill, 

who is undergoing chemo treatments for 

lung cancer. 

Carolyn Snapp, who continues to recover 

from a stroke December 24, and is almost 

finished with her physical therapy. 

Ann Tolley who is still recovering at Glade 

Valley Rehab after suffering a stroke in De-

cember. 

Lisa Soule Richters as she continues to re-

ceive treatment for ulcerative colitis at 

Johns Hopkins. 

Debbie Ruprecht as she continues treatment 

for Lyme‘s disease. 

Stella Allison as she recovers from recent 

surgery for spinal stenosis. 

A number of our members or their family 

members are deployed overseas in response 

to the war in Iraq. You are invited to send 

the names of specific service personnel to 

the church for inclusion on our prayer chain. 

Please keep all of our service personnel in 

your prayers. 

Please continue to remember those in our con-

gregation who are undergoing treatments or re-

covering from recent procedures, including: 

Thomas M. Dorsey, Donna Bryant, Eleanor 

Stipe, Yvonne Proctor, Pamela McCray, Lois 

Richardson, Lauren Lloyd, Karen Wilhelm, 

Kenneth King, Inez McAbee, Virginia Wilson, 

Sandra Baer, Frank Braden, Mary Jane Rotella, 

Hazel & Dean Cooper, Peggy Yates, Catherine 

Pearce, Louise Duvall, Helen Deering, Brad 

Graham, Ivan Yarrow, Bob Bellison, Nancy 

Nickerson, and Steve Goldup. 
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