
Holy Week 2009: 

A Time of Transition and Remembrance 
 

Today, April 5, 2009 is Passion Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy Week in our 

Damascus, Friendship and Clarksburg common year of celebration.  We will 

remember the triumphal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem for the Passover with 

all the ñpomp and circumstanceò of Mantos y Palmas in Damascus Church, em-

ploying the full orchestration of Charles Deering, trombones and tuba included 

with the flutes, trumpets  and percussion as he originally orchestrated. Charles 

has also set a new bold setting of the closing hymn Sing, My Tongue, the Glori-

ous Battle for this complement of instruments and our new organist.  This mag-

nificent and familiar French tune celebrates the victory of Jesus on the cross as 

the ñperfect actò of the Trinity. Pastor Stewart will preach on Joy and Pain at 

Friendship and Pastor Ricketts will preach on From Palms to Passion at Clarks-

burg, both preachers addressing the transition day that today is in the calendar 

of the Church.  Damascus Church will host the 7:00 pm Taizé Service in the 

Sanctuary tonight with its musical ñmantrasò that bathe us in the Holy Spirit 

and give such sustaining peace - a four-year tradition. 

On Holy Monday, Friendship Church hosts Sidney Morris and the choir from 

Ijamsvilleôs Ebenezer United Methodist Church. Holy Tuesday, Friendship wel-

comes back with many years of tradition under their belts, James Bishop and a 

combined choir from Gaithersburgôs Goshen United Methodist Church. Holy 

Wednesday, Damascus Church hosts for the first time ever in Holy Week the 

national touring Covenant Players, a Christian Drama group out of California. 

Three Christian actors will share several short plays that speak to the spirit and 

sacrifice of this week.  Youth and children will find this hourôs worship time 

moving. A long and blessed tradition, the Seder Meal on Maundy 

(Commandment) Thursday, will be held in 6:00 pm, a wonderful family time 

for the young and the old.  Come with grandparents or grandchildren or find 

some neighbors to be part of the joyful Holy Week family affair.  The 8:00 pm 

Last Supper service will include symbolic foot washing ministered to us 

through the Stephen Ministry leaders, and the blessed sacrament of Eucharist at 

the symbolic table.  Stripping of the sanctuary prepares us for Good Friday.  

Stephen Ricketts takes a major leadership in this night for the last Holy Thurs-

day he is with us; and Linda Motter, who will soon join our staff, will bring the 

meditation.  

Good Fridayôs Vigil of the Cross for the greater Damascus community will be 

held in Damascusô Sanctuary from noon to 3:00 pm in short 25-minute services.  

Bring neighbors and come and stay for some or all of the profound worship 

times.  Betsy Reed, singer, and Steve Kalnoske, organist, will be joined by oth-

ers as they bring inspirational music.                                             ĔĔĔĔĔ 
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Spring Luncheon 

To be April 17 
 

The Young at Heart adult fellowship group will have its 

Spring Luncheon at NOON on April 17 in the Church Fel-

lowship Hall.  Besides the usual good food and fellowship, we 

will be hearing from a few of our members about their inter-

ests and hobbies.  All adults associated with the church and 

their friends are welcome.  The cost will be $10.00, payable at 

the door.  April 12 (Easter Sunday) is the DEADLINE for 

reservations.  Please notify J. Janss or B. Newlin  or tell 

those who might be calling you.   

Come and celebrate SPRING!! 

 

Taizé Worship Service   

TONIGHT, April 5, 2009 @ 7:00 pm 

In a setting of candles and greenery with low lighting, we 

gather to allow the songs from the Taizé community in France 

to feed our souls and bodies with the Holy Spirit.  In a milieu 

of silence and few spoken words, the service flows from one 

meditative melody to another allowing each ñsong of the 

spiritò to permeate the hearts of the gathered. 

Melodies like the familiar Jesus, Remember Me allow a most 

peaceful, soulful presence to fill the main Sanctuary.  After 

several years with the Taizé worship model, everyone present 

asked that we might have this experience again this year.  We 

invite you to come with family and friends for this unique and 

profound ñfeeding of the soul.ò 

(Childcare will be provided for this event.) 

 

Traditional Easter  

Egg Hunt  
9:30  ï 10:30 am         

Easter Sunday  - April 12  
 

Great Hall/Pavilion  - Damascus Church 
  

Sponsored by the  

DUMC Family Ministries,  

this gathering time for the  

children of the parish  

is a joyful occasion to  
celebrate Easter. 

 
(For 2-yr. olds thru 5th grade only) 

At 8:00 pm, the traditional Tenebrae Service with the 14 candles being extinguished will close with the 

sealing of the tomb and blessing. The Chancel will provide a rich musical setting for this hallowed service.          

Easter Vigil Service and Confirmation is the first service of Easter, and is a remarkable witness to the presence 

of Jesus Christ in our midst.  Come be part of a tradition that is indeed thousands of years old.  The empty 

tomb and the procession into the light celebrates the newest full members of Christôs church in our midst. At  

6:15 am on Easter morning, the first-year confirmands give testimony of our Lordôs resurrection, followed by 

a happy breakfast for all.  Then we all celebrate with organ, brass and tympani, the greatest day in our liturgi-

cal life at the 8:00 am, 9:30 and 11:00 am services in Damascus. At Friendship, Frances Stewart preaches at 

10am.  At Clarksburg, Stephen Ricketts preaches at Clarksburg at 10 am. Yes, there is an Easter Egg Hunt at 

the 9:30 am hour. 

Let this week bring us ñabundant life togetherò as we walk with Jesus the Way of the Cross and the Way of the 

Resurrection.                                                                                                                              - Walt Edmonds 

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 

Yes  . . .  there is a  
   Wonderful Wednesday 

      Dinner this week (4/8)  
(however it will be first-come, first-served) 
 

With all the activities & rehearsals we have planned 
for this week, we will still have our weekly dinner. 

This week we will feature  
Italian Food Night !!!  

*   Creamy Chicken Alfredo Baked Pasta 

*   Meaty Marinnara Baked Pasta 
*   Bacon Mac õN Cheese Pasta 

And of course just some pizza for those  
with simpler taste buds! ! 

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 



THE MOST IMPORTANT WEEK IN YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE  

Come Share it with us at our Damascus/Friendship/Clarksburg Parishes 

PALM  SUNDAY   FESTIVAL  SERVICES 

APRIL  5    8:15 am Damascus Church (childrenôs choirs, brass & flutes) 

             10:00 am Friendship Church 

             10:00 am Clarksburg Church  

       11:00 am Damascus Church (childrenôs choirs, brass & flutes) 

     7:00 pm Taizé  Worship Service, songs from Taizé, France will 

     feed our souls and bodies with the Holy Spirit. 

 

HOLY  MONDAY  

APRIL  6    7:30 pm Service at Friendship United Methodist Church 

     Guests:  Rev. Sidney Morris and congregation from 

         Ebenezer United Methodist Church in Ijamsville. 

 

HOLY  TUESDAY 

APRIL  7    7:30 pm Service at Friendship United Methodist Church 

     Guests:  Rev. James Bishop and congregation from 

         Goshen United Methodist Church in Gaithersburg. 

         Goshenôs Combined Choir will also attend. 

 

HOLY  WEDNESDAY 

APRIL  8    6:15 am Prayer, Holy Communion & Breakfast at Damascus UMC 

   12:00 pm The Reading of the Passion Narrative, Prayer & Holy Communion 

     5:45 pm Family Dinner  -  Damascus UMC Dining Hall  -  All are Welcome ! ! 

     7:00 pm Performance by the Covenant Players  -  Damascus Sanctuary 

 

HOLY  THURSDAY 

APRIL  9  6:00 pm The Seder Meal  -  DUMC Dining Hall  

   8:00 pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

     A Service of the Lordôs Supper - Damascus Dining Hall 

 

GOOD FRIDAY    

APRIL  10  12:00 pm Vigil of the Cross:  Seven 25-minute mini services 

     based on the Seven Last Words of Christ  

     8:00 pm  Service of Tenebrae (Service of Shadows) 

 

HOLY  SATURDAY  

APRIL  11    8:00 pm Easter Vigil Service (for 2nd year confirmands) 

 

EASTER SUNDAY  

APRIL  12    6:15 am Early Easter Service in the Courtyard (weather permitting) 

     6:45 am Easter Breakfast in Damascus Church Dining Hall 

     8:00 am Easter Service at Damascus Church (choirs & brass) 

     9:30 am Easter Service at Damascus Church (choirs & brass) 

   10:00 am Easter Service at Friendship Church 

   10:00 am Easter Service at Clarksburg Church 

   11:00 am Easter Service at Damascus Church (choirs & brass) 
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Youth 

Charles Wesley Parents  ! ! 

Please remember to help out our Charles Wesley 

Singers by volunteering on your assigned Sunday 

as shown below.  If your family is scheduled, you 

will need to stay after the 8:15 a.m. service for ap-

proximately 15 minutes to assist in the return of 

choir robes and the collection of music.  We are 

also asking that same family return at 5:00 p.m. to 

again assist Pastor Edmonds and Katherine Wil-

liams with the disbursement and collection of music 

during choir rehearsal.  This should only involve 

one Sunday for the ENTIRE YEAR for each fam-

ily.  

 April   5:    Vara  

 April 12:    Waters  (morning only)  

 April 19:    Watkins      

If you have any problem in fulfilling your assigned 

weekend, please be kind enough to find a replace-

ment.  Thank you for your support! 
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Youth Morning Communion 

There is no better way to begin the day than with the 

sacrament of Holy Communion.  We found that out 

about thirteen years ago when the youth began meet-

ing on Wednesday mornings at 6:15 a.m. for a short 

service followed by breakfast. 

This year we began on Ash Wednesday (February 

25) and will continue through this coming 

Wednesday, April 8, 2009.  Because of the earlier 

hour of Damascus High Schoolôs morning schedule, 

we want to remind those attending that we will be 

leaving for DHS at 7:10 am promptly.  Parents and 

other interested adults are welcome at this early 

hour. 

line.  Please fill out a form if you plan to attend and return it to the church office with a $250 deposit to hold your 

spot.  Our concert locations confirmed to date are:   

 First UMC in West Chester, PA   Spring Glenn UCC, Hamden, CT 

 Union Baptist Church, Mystic, CT        Northside UMC, Brewster, MA 

 Bath UMC, Bath, MA         Londonderry UMC, Londonderry, NH 

Our recreational activities will include:  A day at the beach, possible seafood bake on the beach, sightseeing in 

Chatham Cape Cod, MA,  Freeport, ME & Boston, MA., and whale watching in Bath, ME. 

We are continuing to work with our concert connections and planning other fun activities for our trip and will keep 

participants updated with any information as soon as we have firm commitments.   

Be sure to reserve your space for this yearôs exciting tour to New England by completing  

your registration form  and turning it into the church office. 

 

2009 Summer Youth 

   Mission Tour Update 
 

The youth of the parish will be mak-

ing their yearly pilgrimage for Sum-

mer Tour to New England this year, 

departing Damascus on Friday, June 

19 and returning Sunday, June 28. 

We have registration forms available in the office and on- 

UMYFO Board of Directors 
 

The UMYFO Board of Directors will meet on 

Tuesday, April 28 from 6:30 pm  -  8:00 pm in the 

Annex (upstairs).  Agenda items will be:  planning  

fundraisings and other youth activities.  All board 

members and committee chairs are encouraged to 

attend.  Cathy D. will be taking sub orders. 

Youth Fundraising Car Wash 

The youth will be having a car wash 

on Saturday, April 25 from noon un-

til 4:00 p.m. here at DUMC.  Come 

and get your car washed for a good 

cause (donations accepted).  The youth and adults 

will earn money toward their fund raising accounts 

for various activities (Tour, Habitat, other youth trips/

activities).  Advance sign-up is requested so please e-

mail Cathy Dobrzanski with the times you are avail-

able to help.  



Youth (cont®d) 

Youth Activities   

Sunday, April 5   Palm Sunday 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am  Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  - YC 

7:00 pm Taizé Worship Service  -  Sanc 
 

Monday, April 6  

5:15 - 6:00 pm       Youth Handbells 

7:00 -  8:15 pm Confirmation II  /  Class A     

7:45 -  9:00 pm Confirmation II / Class B  
 

Tuesday, April 7 

ST. CECILIA REHEARSALS  

 

Wednesday, April 8 
6:15 am     Morning Communion 

6:45 am     Breakfast ïDH 

5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  - DH 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Saturday, April 11 

6:00 pm Confirmandôs Dinner  -  DH 

8:00 pm Easter Vigil Service  -  Sanc. 

 

Sunday, April 12   Easter Sunday 

  8:00 am Morning Worship  (CWS sing) 

  9:30 am Morning Worship  (CWS sing) 

11:00 am Morning Worship  (CWS sing) 

There will be no Breakfast or Sunday School  

@ the Youth Chapel Today 
 

There will be NO Evening Dinner or 

Youth Activities Tonight 
 

Monday, April 13 

5:15 - 6:00 pm       Youth Handbells 

Tuesday, April 14 

ST. CECILIA REHEARSALS  
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Wednesday, April 15 
5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday  

                            Dinner  - Dining Hall 

6:30  -  7:30 pm  Summer Mission Tour Rehearsal 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Sunday, April 19 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am  Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  - YC 

7:00 pm Spring Ring Concert  -  Sanc 

 

Monday, April 20 

5:15 - 6:00 pm    Youth Handbells 

Tuesday, April 21 

ST. CECILIA REHEARSALS  

Wednesday, April 22 
5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday  

                            Dinner  - Dining Hall 

6:30  -  7:30 pm  Summer Mission Tour Rehearsal 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Saturday, April 25 

12:00 - 4:00 pm  Youth Fundraiser Car Wash  

 

Sunday, April 26 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am  Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  - YC 

7:00 pm Destination Known  

Attention Youth ! !  

Summer Tour Rehearsals  
to begin Wednesday, April 15  

 

The rehearsals for the Summer Youth Mission 
Tour to New England are being held on Wednes-
days 6:30ð7:30 pm in the back of the Great Hall.  
If you plan to participate with the Charles Wesley 
Singers on tour this summer, please attend these 
additional  weekly rehearsals.   Please Note:  
There are still rehearsals scheduled on Sundays 
from 5:00 - 6:00 pm.  
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Lenten Confirmation Prayers Requested 
 

During this 2009 Lenten season, please uplift prayers for our 28 second-year confirmation students. They are 

prayerfully considering a very important decision to be publicly confessed at the Easter Vigil service on Satur-

day, April 11, 2009. During this service, the students will publicly proclaim their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 

in addition to participating in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, sharing their chosen Bible Verse, taking church 

membership vows, and offering Holy Communion. For almost 2 years, each student has been spiritually prepar-

ing for this occasion. As their community of faith during this Lenten season, let us earnestly pray for them for 

strength, sense of purpose, and discernment as they consider this momentous life decision. 

            Thanks be to God! 

            L. Motter 
 

During Lent, please place this listing where it will serve as a daily reminder to pray for these students. 
 

 Second Year Confirmation Students  Second Year Confirmation Mentors 
   

Lenten Devotionals Online 

Lenten devotional writings by members of the Damascus UMC community are available through 

email again this year. Sign up to get a daily dose of Christian insight and save some paper in the 

process. You can subscribe to receive these daily emails during Lent by sending an email request to 

the church office at damascus.umc@verizon.net with ñLenten Devotion Listò in the subject line. 

The writings may also be downloaded from the Damascus UMC website at 

www.damascusumc.org. Check it out!! 

 



Mu-
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Kindermusik Village  

class starting April 16  
  

Come experience an incredible bonding experience 

with your baby (newborn ï 18 mo).  Through a 

unique blend of multi-level activities that include 

creative movement, vocal play, object and instru-

ment exploration, and a colorful literature compo-

nent, babyôs growth and development are stimu-

lated and all senses engaged.  

This class is for lap babies, crawlers, and walkers. 

It incorporates the most current research on early 

childhood development and provides families a 

special place for learning and connecting with 

other parents and babies through music and move-

ment.  

Special enrollment fee of $85 includes tuition and 

materials for 7 weeks.  For information go to kin-

dermusikwithjenny.kindermusik.net.    

  

Old Fashioned Hymn Sing  
 

Come One! Come All! Please join us for an old 

fashioned hymn sing in the DUMC sanctuary on 

Monday, April 13, 2009  from  7:00 ð 8:00 p.m. 

My Mother, Ina Sue Watkins, will be visiting 

from Tennessee and will accompany us on the 

piano. Sheõs been a church pianist for 50+ 

years, so I can honestly say youõre in for a real 

Southern treat. All songs played or sung will 

come from hymn requests of those in atten-

dance. Please know that you donõt have to sing, 

but speaking from personal experience, you will 

be tempted to do so. All ages are invited to 

come and simply enjoy the old fashioned flavor. 

In the past, Mom has even played songs re-

quested that arenõt in our hymnal, since a lot of 

music is stored in her God -given musical mem-

ory. What a gift! Any questions? Call me ñ L. 

Motter.   

All Nature Sings 

A liturgical celebration presented by 
Ring of  Joy and Moving Message  

 Sunday, April 19, at 7:00 pm 
 

The annual spring handbell concert will have a very 
different feel this year.  Please join Ring of Joy and 
Moving Message in a feast for the ears and eyes. Mu-
sic will include Pachelbel's Canon in D, a setting of This 
Is My Father's World, The Lord's Prayer in dance, and 
additional selections by the Inspiration Ringers, Pat 
Quinn (voice/guitar), Steve Kalnoske (organ), and 
Polly Edmonds Baldridge and Melissa Flowers 
(voice).  The program will be in the Sanctuary. Come 
and celebrate the Easter season with us.  

Mass of the Children  
by John Rutter  

presented by the  Choristers and  
Chancel Choirs of Damascus  

and  
Calvary United Methodist Churches  

Polly Edmonds Baldridge  
and  

Joche Wilmot, conducting  
 

Katherine Williams, soprano        
Curt Shiflett, bass           

Stephen Kalnoske, organ  

Friday, May 1, 2009          
7:30 pm  

Calvary UMC  
131 W. 2nd Street, Frederick         

(301) 662 -1464  
 

Sunday, May 3, 2009          
3:00 pm  

Damascus UMC  
9700 New Church Street, Damascus  

(301) 253 -0022  

 Childcare provided/Free -will offering  



Church & Society  
 

ñApril is Autism Awareness Monthò 
 

For many families, living with Autism is a daily real-

ity.  And while there is no cause or cure, nor a known 

singular effective treatment, it is treatable. People 

with autism -- at any age -- can make significant pro-

gress through therapy and treatments, and can lead 

meaningful and productive lives.  

Autism is a complex brain disorder that inhibits a per-

son's ability to communicate and develop social rela-

tionships, and is often accompanied by extreme be-

havioral challenges. Autism spectrum disorders are 

diagnosed in one in 166 children, affecting four times 

as many boys as girls. The diagnosis of autism has 

increased tenfold in the last decade. That translates 

into a new autism diagnosis every 20 minutes.  The 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have 

called autism a national public health crisis whose 

cause and cure remain unknown.   

On  April 4, volunteers made visits to more than 75 

senators and representatives. These volunteers asked 

their elected officials to support the Combating Au-

tism Act as well as appropriations from the Depart-

ment of Defense for autism research.  

Also in April, ñAutism Speaksò and national off-price 

retailer TJ Maxx will partner on a month-long fund-

raising and awareness program. Beginning April 9 at 

800 TJ Maxx stores nationwide, customers will be 

invited to purchase an Autism Speaks puzzle piece at 

checkout for a donation of $1. No purchase is neces-

sary to make a donation, and all proceeds will benefit 

Autism Speaks. Autism Speaks and TJ Maxx will 

also host an online auction of celebrity-decorated and 

autographed wooden puzzles. Those interested in bid-

ding can visit www.tjmaxx.com/autismspeaks from 

April 24 to May 3. All proceeds from the auction will 

also go to Autism Speaks. 

To find out more about autism, its impacts, or how 

you can make life better for millions of people 

touched by autism, you can visit the following or-

ganizationsô websites: Autism Society of America 

(www.autism-society.org), Autism Speaks 

(www.autismspeaks.org), or Easter Seals 

(www.easterseals.com).  

Menõs Choir to Sing 
 

All singing men in the congregation are invited to sing 
I Love You, Lord, one of the congregation's favorites at 
the Holy Thursday worship service at 8 pm on April 
9. Since the piece is familiar to most, we will meet at 
7:30 pm that night to rehearse. 

Music  (con®t) 

Sunday, April 5th  

(Palm Sunday)  

at 2:30 pm 

Gettysburg College Handbell Choir 
 

You are invited to come see our very own A. Hein-

baugh in a college handbell choir performance at Get-

tysburg College at Christ Chapel (Campus Chapel).  

The choir will be playing a mix of sacred and secular 

pieces.  The address of the Chapel is the intersection of 

W. Stevens Street and N. Washington Street.  MSN 

maps, Google and Mapquest all get you right to the in-

tersection, but you have to be sure to use the West and 

North descriptions.  Also, parking is limited so atten-

dees should plan to carpool or drop passengers off in 

front of the Chapel and then park on the surrounding 

streets.  For more information you may contact Allison 

directly at heinal01@gettysburg.edu. 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 

ATTENTION, ATTENTION  
 

There will be no healing service  

in the month of April due  

to the Spring Ring Concert  

scheduled for Sunday, April 19. 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 
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Evangel-
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Invitation to Spring 2009 

New Member Class 
 

We would like to invite anyone who would like to 

make Damascus United Methodist Church their new 

church home to join our Spring New Member Class. 

Dates for the Classes are: 

  April 19, 2009 

  April 26, 2009 

  May 3, 2009 

  May 10, 2009 

Sundays, from 9:30 ð 10:30 am in the Parlor. 

The Class will be received into the church at the 11:00 

am service on Sunday, May 17, 2009.  There will be a 

reception in the Dining Hall immediately following 

the 11:00 am service. 

The following topics will be covered in the classes:  

The History of the United Methodist Church, What 

United Methodist Believe, What the United Method-

istsô shared vision of life is for all of humanity, and the 

Ministry of Damascus United Methodist Church and 

opportunities for new members to be in ministry.  Pas-

tor  Kaylor will be facilitating the classes. 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesi-

tate to call or e-mail either Pastor Ricketts, 301-253-

0022, ext. #104 (sr.ricketts@verizon.net) or Pastor 

Kaylor.  

CONFIDENTIAL! 
 

That is what Stephen Ministry is. Every-

thing a person tells his or her Stephen Minister is 

kept in strict confidence. People are often afraid 

that if they tell someone what is troubling them, 

word will get around and others will look down on 

them. But a Stephen Minister keeps everything a 

care receiver shares confidential, and through the 

sharing God works miracles of healing and peace. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide 

confidential, one-to-one, Christian care.  They will 

listen, care, encourage, pray with and for you, and 

support you as long as your need persists.  If you 

or someone you know is hurting, find out more 

about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our 

pastors or Stephen Leaders.  To request a Stephen 

Minister, contact our Referrals Coordinator, P. 

Colborn, at stephenministrydumc@yahool.com.  

Blessings for today ! ! 

Earth Stewards  
Green Tip of the Week  

brought to you by the Earth Stewards 

Revive tired and sunken garden beds by lightly 

scratching the surface with a rake or cultivator 

and applying a 2-inch layer of aged compost or 

leaf mold.  Worms and other organisms will in-

corporate the material into the soil.  Stay off wet 

ground to avoid compaction of the soil. 

Harwood Memorial Gardens  

Needs Your Help! 

The plan for the new building calls for widening the 

road that runs between the Christian Fellowship Cen-

ter and the Annex.  This widening impacts the Har-

wood Memorial Garden.  In order to save the memo-

rial garden it needs to be moved.  Based on the pre-

liminary plans, it should not have to be moved far, 

maybe 5 to 10 feet back.  The Earth Stewards agreed 

to coordinate the move for the Building Committee.  

We donôt have a firm date yet but it will be when the 

final grading plans are available which should be in 

the next few weeks.  If you are interested in helping 

with the move, please contact J. Heinbaugh.    If 

should be lots of fun and if we have a large number of 

people, it wonôt take long to accomplish.   

 

 
 



 

     Come join the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

     Monday, April 17 at 7:30 pm 

           n the Church Annex 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a creative way 

to combine the love of knitting and/or 

crocheting with ministry to people in 

need of comfort. The shawls we make offer tangible 

evidence of Godôs love to each recipient. This would 

also be a great opportunity to learn how to knit or cro-

chet ï the basic shawl pattern is very simple to learn. 

If you want to learn more, please call C. Heinbaugh.   

We hope to see you there! 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds.    Hebrews 10:24 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together 

in my motherôs womb.  I praise you because I am fear-

fully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, 

I know that full well.   Psalm 139: 13-14 

Church Ministries  

RELAY for LIFE is May 2nd  

Spring is Here !!!  

Please help celebrate life and  finding a cure for cancer by supporting our lo-

cal Relay and DUMC Team Sunshine !!!  

We now have a total of 6 team members, and have raised approx $1,300. 

Please help us reach our goal of $5,000.  

With your help, we made it last year, and can do it again.  

One of the most moving moments in Relay events is the Luminaria Ceremony of Hope . As the sun sets 

over campsites and darkness falls, the night is brightened by the glow of illuminated bags called lumi-

naria, each of which has a special meaning. Some celebrate the lives of those who have battled cancer 

and have lived to tell their stories. Many remember the lives of those who have been lost to this disease. 

All represent someone special who has been profoundly affected by cancer and the family and friends 

who continue to fight back in their honor. Please honor or remember someone with a luminaria during 

the Relay For Life
®

 Luminaria Ceremony of Hope .  

We would like to dedicate Sunday April 19 as Luminary Sunday. Luminaria forms will be available 

through the 19th in the Narthex and online @ www.damascusrelay.org, then  collected on the 19th by 

DUMC team captains  @ both services. Please honor or remember someone with a luminaria during the 

Relay for Life Luminaria Ceremony of Hope . Thank You.  

There is no finish line until a cure is found  ! ! !  

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ 

Damascus United Methodist Women 

April Circle Meetings 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet Monday, April 

13, 2009 @ 10:00 am in the Dining Hall. 

The WWJD Circle will NOT MEET in April. 

 Other Important Dates to Remember 

Thursday, April 23:  United Methodist Women Gen-

eral Meeting at 7:30 pm in the Great Hall.  All officers 

should attend if possible. 

Garrett County Habitat                      

 Work Camp 

The Habitat Work Camp this year is 

scheduled for July 5 ï 10  for all those 

who wish to join in building a new house 

for a person in need in Garrett County.  

Applications are now available in the 

church office, or the church website un-

der ñYouth Ministry.ò    

Please remember: the minimum age for Habitat is 

fourteen.  If you are interested in participating in this 

volunteer opportunity, please fill out an application as 

soon as possible.  For additional details about the work 

camp week, you may contact M. Dantzler.   
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Young at Heart Schedule for Events for 2009 

If you want to have fun and fellowship with like minded people during 2009 get out your calendars and enter 

the dates below for Young at Heart activities each month during the year.  All adults associated with the 

church and their friends and neighbors are welcome.  You don't have to join.  Just participate in the events that 

appeal to you.  Watch the Beaconette for specific details and reservation deadlines each month.  The Steering 

Commitee tried to cut back on more expensive events in view of the current economic situation. 

April 17:  Luncheon at DUMC Dining Hall.  Organizer: Janss 

May 5:   National Christian Choir, Strathmore Hall in Bethesda. Org: Earl &  Patrick 

 June 10:  Totem Pole Playhouse and dining at Hickory Bridge Farm in PA.  Org: Janss 

 July 25:  Frederick Keys baseball game and fireworks.  Org:  Bellison 

 August:  Have a nice vacation.  Org: YOU ! ! ! 

 September 17: Luncheon at DUMC Dining Hall.  Org: Counts, Barber, Snapp 

 October 15:  C&O Canal boat trip and lunch out.  Org:  Janss & Counts 

 November 19: American History Museum (remodeled) and lunch in D.C.   

   Org: Beardsley & Newlin 

 December 11:  Annual Christmas Dinner in Dining Hall.  Org:  Newlin & Crites 

 §§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 

Church Ministries (cont®d) 

ñGarden of Graceò 
ñBut the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,  

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.   

Against such things there is no law.ò   

                                                                                              ~ Galatians 5: 22-23 

  

Mark your calendars for another VBS week filled with fun this summer, July 20-24 from 9:00-12:30 pm.  

Registration, for children 4-years old through entering sixth grade, will begin in May and as always we need 

adult leaders and youth helpers!!  If you are interested in being a leader (adult or junior/senior in high school) 

or a youth helper (entering seventh grade and older), please contact C. Fulton. 

We are all wonderfully made in the image of God.  Paul in his letter to the Galatians names nine attributes 

that reflect Godôs characteristics.  Because we are created in Godôs image, our Creator has placed these seeds 

of spiritual potential that reflect that image within each of us. And so we need to cultivate those spiritual 

seeds and let the Fruit of our Spirit grow, bud and blossom.  This is an assured way to health and happiness 

for all of creation.   If each of us allowed the Fruit of our Spirit to bloom, we surely would have Heaven on 

Earth!! 

We will be exploring the Fruit of the Spirit during our week of VBS and nurturing the growth of these nine 

fruits within each of us.  The Great Farmer will help us learn how to grow these spiritual fruits along with the 

ñFruit in the Roomò characters.  
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Fi-

T H

Finance Chairperson Report 

as of February 28, 2009 

Members of DUMC - the good news and the bad news.    At the moment we are trending, similar to this 

time last year, with beginning of year tithing above budget by approximately 6.3% and expenditures be-

low budget by 13.5%.   

 

So, what you ask is the bad news?  One of the reasons we are below budget in expenses is we have only 

paid $9,250 of the $22,715 of the apportionments that we owe through February.   

I know sometimes the numbers it takes to operate the church and the amounts of short fall, seem a bit 

overwhelming to an individual or family, but lets remember we are a community.  No one of us needs to 

take care of this deficit. ñFor as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the 

same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members of one an-

other.ò1     

We have 1,233 members of the church and approximately 570 giving units.  Our operating budget re-

quires approximately $15,000 per week to cash flow our regular expenditures on a monthly basis.  This 

computes to only $26.32 per giving unit per week.  Some of us canôt afford to give even that much and oth-

ers can afford more, but to look at our budget in this way puts it into a range that more of us can get our 

arms around.   

So what does this mean ï every extra dollar someone can give does make difference.  Just one dollar more 

per giving unit per week adds an additional $2,288 dollars to our monthly budget and approximately 

$29,000 to our annual budget.  None of these numbers are insurmountable, so donôt think just because 

you canôt afford to give money to fix the boiler or add $10 a week to your tithing you canôt do anything, 

because every little bit moves us in the right direction. 

Conclusion: I am confident if we all pull together as sisters and brothers in Christ we can survive this 

year, continuing our missions and continuing to move the Church forward toward the future of living and 

delivering Godôs work in our community and beyond ðthe kingdom of God is present today and not 

something that must entirely be experienced in the future. 2  

God be with you. 

T. Kelly, Finance Chairperson 

1 Romans, Chapter 12: 4 -5 
2  March 22, 2009 Sermon, K. Turner-Little  
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Prayer Requests  
The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write 
any prayer requests on the prayer cards located in 
the pews.  Prayer cards should then be placed in the 
prayer box in the Narthex.  All requests will be kept 
confidential. Prayer requests may also be made on-
line at www.damascusumc.org.  

Have you considered e-Giving? 

Through the e-Giving program you can elect to 

submit your offering to the church electronically.  

We have two options: bi-weekly or monthly.  The 

funds will be deducted from your checking or sav-

ings account automatically, versus having to re-

member to bring your checkbook and envelope 

with you to church.  You may get an authorization 

form from the church office, or on the website un-

der ñFORMS.ò   If you have any questions about 

this program, please contact D. Benson at 301-253-

0022, ext. 106 or dumc_finance@verizon.net. 

Office Information  

Beacon Deadline 
 

For the May Beacon,  

to be distributed on Sunday, May 3, 

the deadline is Wednesday, April 22.   

Unfortunately, if the deadline is missed, your article 

will be placed in the following weekôs Beaconette.  

Articles must be submitted in writing (on disk is help-

ful, microsoft word, preferred)  to the church office, 

or e-mailed to dumc_beacon@verizon.net 

The deadline for the Beaconette will remain at 12 

noon on Wednesday of each week that the Beaconette 

is published.  Any articles received after that will go 

in the following weekôs publication. 

Just a quick reminder: Beaconette articles should be 

smaller and contain information about a specific event 

with a specific time. Beacon articles can be slightly 

longer and can be of a more general nature. Also, 

most articles are posted to the church website 

(www.damascusumc.org) as soon as they are received 

and there is no limit on the size of articles for the 

website. We are trying to be conscious of the amount 

of paper used to print both Beacons and Beaconettes 

and have reduced the amount used for both publica-

tions. 

 

Office Hours  

The office is open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 

5:00 p.m.  On Friday, we open at 9:00 a.m., usually 

close for lunch (approx. 12 - 1 p.m.) and then close 

for the day at 4:00 p.m.  Additionally, Jane is off on 

Mondays, and Linda is off on Tuesdays.  Please 

keep this in mind when waiting for a response to e-

mail or phone messages.  Thank you !!!!!!   

Accepting Debit & Credit Card  

Donations 
The membership and friends of DUMC have given 

generously over the years and deserve flexible and 

convenient options to make such gifts.  For that rea-

son, the Finance Committee  works diligently to 

identify and implement new and innovative options.  

DUMC continues to accept debit and credit card 

donations.  One reason we accept donations through 

credit and debit cards is that it allows some card-

holders to earn points.  However, due to transaction 

fees that DUMC must remit to the vendor, we re-

quest that this option only be used for weekly dona-

tions of $10 or more.  DUMC will also accept one-

time donations through debit and credit cards, but 

we request that this option only be used for gifts of 

$100 or more.  You may get an authorization form 

from the church office, or on the website under 

ñFORMS.ò   and fax it to the Finance Committee if 

you want to tithe or make a donation using your 

debit or credit card.    Please contact D. Benson at 

301-253-0022, #106 if you have any questions 

about this giving opportunity. 

Finance (cont®d) 

 

The office will be closed on  
Easter Monday, April 13.  

 

We will re -open at  
9:00 am on Tuesday, April 14.  
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Missions  
Hello from Nicaragua! 

The Center continues to be busy, and my life here as well is full of activity! I re-

cently moved into a small house in a good neighborhood in Managua. Though I 

loved the family I was living with, I decided I would like a little bit more space of 

my own. I am now (attempting to) learn all the basics of Nicaraguan cooking--gallo 

pinto being the staple. My friend Erin from language school also came for two 

weekend visits to Managua in between a week she spent at San Juan del Sur, so it 

was great to catch up with her!  

At work I am now giving English classes to team member Eduardo, and we are ex-

ploring the possibility of me teaching classes at another organization we work with 

as well. This week's updates to the Web page will include a Resources Page and a 

Slideshow. I will be very busy next week helping with Hospitality, as we have 35 people from the community 

of the 14th of September coming for annual planning meetings.   

I am also very excited about my visit home in April to celebrate my quarter-of-a-century birthday (as well as 

some of my best friend's birthdays!), Easter, and the birth of my Goddaughter!! I will be at DUMC on Palm 

Sunday, and then headed to my grandmother's in Florida Thursday the 9th to Tuesday the 14th. I will make my 

best effort to see as many of you as possible! Please let me know of your plans.  

I am enjoying reading the Lenten devotional, A New Earth, and reflecting on how we can celebrate the abun-

dance of life. J 

A. Jones 

The Emergency Food Relief Program for Kenya  

needs your help ! ! 
 

In January, the Government of Kenya declared the unfolding food crisis a national disaster and appealed for 

help to alleviate the effects of drought.  The UN and other humanitarian partners and the Government have 

also launched a revised emergency response humanitarian plan to help those facing starvation.   

Due to the drought and economic crunch, the World Food Program has warned that rates of child malnutrition 

in pastoralist and marginal agricultural districts are bound to surpass crisis levels.  More children in the coun-

try are suffering from acute malnutrition and diseases complicated by hunger than ever before, a new govern-

ment report shows.  The National Council for Childrenôs  Service (NCCS) report identifies the illnesses such 

as diarrhea, anemia, skin and respiratory complications.    The rate is actually alarming as the anticipated child 

deaths are also very high.  Some children are said to have abandoned their homes and sought jobs so that they 

can feed themselves.  Some have been forced to engage in crime to earn a living, the report states, adding that 

some girls drop out of school to get married or to engage in prostitution.   

In partnership with the East Africa Annual Conference, the Methodist Church in Kenya, and the USAID (US 

Agency for International Development), UMCOR is helping thousands of displaced people in Kenya by dis-

tributing medical supplies, blankets, and dry food goods. 

To make a donation to this emergency effort for Kenya, please make your checks payable to ñDUMC,ò with a 

notation: UMCOR ADVANCE #982450. 



VIM Trip to New Orleans      

 

Friendship is planning its 

second VIM trip to the 9th 

Ward of New Orleans to 

assist with the rebuilding 

efforts from Hurricane 

Katrina.  The dates are May 2-10, 2009.  Our plan is 

to travel overnight on Amtrak from Washington DC 

to Loyola Avenue Station in New Orleans.  Travel 

will cost $200 for reclining chairs (not sleeping 

berths.)  The total cost for transportation, food, 

lodging, and other expenses will be 

$500 per person.  

If you are interested in serving on this 

mission team, or would like more in-

formation, please contact T. Dorsey.  

An initial deposit of $100.00 was re-

quired, but the balance is now due.  

Please complete your payments and 

make checks payable to Friendship United Method-

ist Church (FUMC).  If you have already paid the 

deposit, please submit the remaining $400.     

Considering a mission trip? 

Why not let the  

ñmissionò come to you? 

The New Horizons for Children hosting program for Rus-

sian, Ukrainian, and Latvian orphans is coming to the 

northeast again in the summer of 2009.  Through this 

Christian based program, Russian, Ukrainian and Latvian 

orphans will be coming to Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vir-

ginia, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, and New England 

states to live with host families for 4 to 5 weeks. 

Adoption is not the objective of the program, but many of 

the children who come for hosting are ultimately adopted 

by U.S. families.  For more information contact M. Noble 

or L. Dakake and visit the website at

(www.newhorizonsforchildren.org).   

Sign-up for hosting ends May 1. 

Missions  (con®t) 

VIM Mission Trip to Liberia,  

West Africa 
 

I traveled to Liberia this past February 4  -  21 on a 

Volunteer in Mission trip.  Besides the mission trip, I 

found that there is a great need for scholarships for 

students.  The cost is $250 a year, an amount that in-

dividuals or groups of our church could easily pro-

vide.  This scholarship is for the Methodist School 

for 1st through 12th grades.  There is the possibility 

of receiving the name of the student receiving the 

scholarship if you would like to correspond with the 

student and keep up with his or her progress.  You 

would most likely want to sponsor the same student 

every year. 

Another aspect is their lack of enough books so that 

each student could have a book to take home to 

study.  They now only have about eight or ten books 

per subject so all studying must be done in the li-

brary.  If anyone know of large numbers of old text-

books that we could ship to Liberia or information on 

how to find out about used text books, please contact 

me directly. 

As for other aspects of my trip, that will come at a 

later date. 

 

Thanks, 

M. Carr 

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE  

 DUMC Blood Drive 

is coming soon 

DUMC is answering our community's call for more 

opportunities to donate blood. We will be holding sev-

eral blood drives throughout the year and our second 

one is coming up soon! 

¶ Thursday, April 30, 2009 

¶ 1 pm - 7 pm 

¶ DUMC Dining Hall 

We will have sign-ups in the Narthex between services 

for the last few Sundays in April.  Volunteers are wel-

come to help organize the blood drive.  Please contact 

C. Heinbaugh  if you would like to help. 

§§§§§§§§§§§§ 
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Thank You®s 
Giving to Others during Lent ð  

2009 Sunday School Mission Project  
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, 

for your generosity to Damascus 

Help.  Today is the 6 th  Sunday of 

Lent, and the final day of our 

mission project.  From the pre-

ceding five weeks of Lent we 

have collected 651 items for hungry families in 

our area.  It has been a joy to see so many chil-

dren participating in our food collection each 

week.  I believe they understand that they can 

make a difference and help others.   Praise God 

for our Sunday School classes and our faithful 

congregation!  

 

God bless you!       C. Scarbrough  

Pleasant Plains Preschool wishes everyone a happy Easter!  Weôd like to thank all 

of our parents who joined us for our Easter chapel services and parties.  Thank 

you also to Dorothy Warfield for playing the organ during Chapel.  This Spring 

we look forward to our Spring Outdoor Play Day, making gifts for Motherôs Day 

and Fatherôs Day, earning money for the American Cancer Society, and learning about Damascus HELP while 

visiting the Food Pantry. 

We are currently registering students for next school year.  Please contact the preschool, 301-253-9798, for 

more information.                -  C. Horst, Director 

A Note of Thanks 
Dear Friends,  
Our family is sincerely grateful for the love extended to us during our bereavement.  My father, Ellis Carter 
Waldren, was a man of great faith, virtue, and integrity.  We miss him very much.  My siblings and I ap-
preciate the goodness of the people of God who surrounded us with prayer.  Thank you so much for the 
words of comfort, flowers, donations in my fatherõs memory, cards, letters, calls, and of course, your abid-

ing friendship.  To God be the glory for the great things He has done in our lives through you!   

                                                                                      With love, Pastor Frances Stewart and family 

Dear Damascus United Methodist Church, 

We are writing to tell you ñThank Youò so much for 

the snacks that you provided for our After School 

Program!  We love all the snacks and enjoy eating 

them everyday along with our drinks! 

We truly appreciate your kind donation and we pray 

that your church will be blessed!  You have truly 

made a difference and we just want to tell you 

ñThank You.ò 

If you ever get the chance we would love for you to 

come and visit!  We have a great time of activities 

and we always need help with our Homework!  We 

meet at the Damascus Church of the Nazarene in 

Perrywood Apartments.  We meet Monday thru 

Thursday 3:00  -5:30 pm.  If you are interested in 

coming by just call our leader, S. Offenberger at 260

-678-9060. 

Thank you again for the snacks and drinks !!! 

Love,  

Rock the House After School Program 

Pleasant Plains Preschool  
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Upper Room 

Please feel free to take a copy of the  

Upper Room which is kept in the  

pew hymnal racks in our Sanctuary.   

Better yet, take a couple of copies and share with 

friends and neighbors.   

This publication is a wonderful way to encourage 

daily scripture reading! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Announce-
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Robert M. Tregoning  

Memorial Scholarship 

SCHOLARSHIP  DESCRIPTION  

The Robert M. Tregoning Memorial has been estab-

lished to encourage and support a deserving student 

in his/her quest for a higher education.  The scholar-

ship will be awarded to a high school senior who 

will be enrolled in a full-time undergraduate pro-

gram at an accredited university/college for the fall 

term.  The recipient will be selected based upon 

demonstrated leadership, community service, char-

acter and academics.  The scholarship can be used 

for tuition, books, or room & board, and is set up 

directly with the college.  The scholarship will be 

awarded in June and is non-renewable. 

Application must include: 

 1)   a completed application 

 2) two letters of recommendation 

 3) student transcript for grades 9-12 and  

        SAT scores 

 4)   an essay of no more than 500 words  

  describing the applicantôs educational 

  and personal goals and why he/she  

  deserves the award. 

Application deadline: April 15, 2009 

Number of Awards: One 

Scholarship Amount: $2,000  

Contact: Robert L. Tregoning 

  1620 Rainbow Drive 

  Silver Spring, MD  20905 

  e-mail:  rtregoning@juno.com 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARD, PLEASE COMPLETE THE ON -LINE APPLI-

CATION THROUGH THE DUMC WEBSITE OR 

PICKUP AN APPLICATION IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

Global Praise 

 Emersion 

August 19 - 22, 2009 

 

C ircle these dates on your calendars!   

You will not want to miss this exciting 

event!  

DUMC is honored to be hosting a four-day 

workshop with the Global Praise Program of the 

General Board of Global Ministries.  Dr. C. Mi-

chael H awn, chief clinician, will be accompanied 

by other eminent leaders of global worship for 

this teaching program designed for church lead-

ers, both laity and clergy. 

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE ? ?  

Consider joining the Shady Grove Pregnancy Cen-

terôs core of volunteers as our Computer network 

Administrator, Leadership role.   Work behind the 

scenes, as part of a team, promoting the life of the 

unborn.  Responsible for overseeing and maintain-

ing computers, servers and network equipment.  

Flexible schedule.  An average of 3 to 6 hours per 

week.  If interested, call J. Stippich, Director at 

301-963-6223. 

The Spring Womenõs Retreat 

scheduled for April, 2009  

has been cancelled.  

Remember to look for our  

One Day Retreat  in the Fall of 2009.  



Announcements (cont®d) 
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      FLOWERS FOR EASTER 2009 

Easter Lilies and/or Hyacinths may be ordered in advance for placing in the Sanctuary on 

Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009.  Flowers may be placed in honor of or in memory of loved 

ones or special persons. 

 Lilies:     $10.00 each   Hyacinths:   $9.00 each 

                                      6-1/2ò pot with                    6ò pot with 3 blooms                     

                                        4 ï 6 blooms                        (Choice of Blue, Pink, or White, 

                                                                                                                 subject to change per availability) 
 

PAYMENT MUST BE INCLUDED WHEN PLACING YOUR ORDER  

Complete and return the order blank below by April 6, 2009.  Orders cannot be accepted after this date! 

Please make checks payable to DUMC and mailed to the office, c/o L. Stastny 

 

#########################  

Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

  No. Lilies ($10.00) ______     No. Hyacinths ($9.50) ______   
 

Color of Hyacinths ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

          Total Cost: _______________ 

 

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______  I will pick up my flowers after the 11 am worship service on Easter.      

______  My flowers may be delivered to a sick or shut-in person.     

 

        Yes, Virginia 

                  There is a Flower  Sale This Spr ing !!!! 
 

Have you gotten to the point where winter seems like a good time to just stay inside out of the weather and 
wait for spr ing.  So why not star t thinking about your gardens and all the things to look forward to when 
spring finally comes around.    We continue to be amazed and thankful at how many people come by and 
how br isk the sales have been each year.  We really get excited about the plans for the new season. We are 
planning for the sale to run about 3 weeks from April 25 (which, by the way, is a Menôs Fund Raising 
Breakfast day) until the Saturday after Mother 's Day, Saturday, May 16, to be exact.  We will operate the 
sales from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm on weekends, and from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm weekdays.  We expect to have a 
good selection.  If you would like to see a list, just catch H. Adams and ask for one.  We will also let you 
use the list to pre-order, but we canôt guarantee that everything will be available when the shipment ar-
r ives.   

So start planning your gardens and mark your calendars,  
because enough is enough of this winter stuff ! ! !  

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Announcements (cont®d) 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  
 

Damascus United Methodist Menôs  

Community Breakfast 

in conjunction with the Missions Committee  

Flower and Plant Sale 

 

When:  

April 25, 2009 

7:00 am ï 11:00 am 
 

Where:  

Damascus United Methodist 

 

Breakfast Cost:  

$6.00 / person 
 

Menu 

Pancakes, Sausage, Eggs 

Biscuits, Creamed Chipped Beef  
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Youth Fundraiser Ink  

Jet Cartridges  

Keep Bringing them in! 

Did you know that used toner/inkjet cartridges create 

over 18 million pounds of non-biodegradable waste in 

the U.S. each year? With this in mind, the DUMC youth 

are continuing to collect cartridges to recycle. This long

-term project will allow us to raise funds for the 2008 

Summer Youth Mission Tour, while keeping our envi-

ronment in mind. Please deposit any used inkjet, fax, or 

laser cartridges in the collection box located in the Nar-

thex or the church office. Note:  WE ARE UNABLE 

TO RECYCLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR XEROX 

DRUMS.  This also supports the churchôs mission  

ñServe God, Save the Planetò by eliminating waste 

through recycling.  Thank you for your support.  Ques-

tions, contact C. Dobrzanski at 301-253-0022, ext. 

#105. 

Sunny and Warm or  

Windy and Cold? 

Easter is just around the corner, April 12, 2009.  So 

what will the weather dictate for our Easter outfit?  Har-

wood House plans to display Easter dresses, suits and 

shoes, but we will also offer sweaters, slacks and light 

weight coats for sale.  Maybe this year we should be 

prepared for either warm or cold.  At our low, low, 

prices, two outfits could be recommended, one for either 

extreme of weather. 

Just a reminder . . . . .  

Harwood House will be closed  

Good Friday, April 10.   

We will re-open on Saturday, April 11. 

Announcements (cont®d) 
Classes in Ministry 

Do you feel a longing to engage in ministry but 

donôt quite know how to go about it? Do you feel 

that you would engage in ministry if only you knew 

more? We can help! The Ecumenical Institute of 

Theology offers a Masterôs degree in Church Minis-

tries, especially designed for individuals who want 

to serve as lay ministers and for individuals who 

want to learn more about ministry before they con-

sider ordination. A shadowing program, April 20-23, 

will provide visitors the opportunity to sit in on 

classes. Reservations are required. For more infor-

mation, call 410-864-4200 or visit our website: 

www.stmarys.edu/ei.  

Young at Heart  

will travel to Strathmore Hall  

The Young at Heart activity for May is to attend the 

25th anniversary celebration of the National Christian 

Choir which is performing this special concert at the 

Music Center at Strathmore Hall on May 5 at 8:00 

pm. The Strathmore Music Center is located at 5301 

Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda, MD 20852-3385.  
 

Group tickets are not available. Individual tickets may 

be purchased directly through the Strathmore ticket 

o f f i ce  b y ca l l i ng  3 0 1-5 8 1-5 1 0 0  o r 

www.strathmore.org.  Tickets vary in price in several 

tiers ranging from $20 to $59. Free parking is avail-

able at the Metro garage on Tuckerman Lane across 

from the theatre. We hope that many of you will be 

able to attend this outstanding performance. Please 

contact The Patricks for further information.                                 
ñShampoos for the Centerò  

Help Women in Need 

The Damascus United Methodist Women 

(DUMW) are starting a new outreach program to 

help women at the Montgomery Avenue Womenôs 

Center in Rockville.  As you travel on vacation 

this summer and for work and pleasure throughout 

the year, why not bring home those small unused 

bottles of shampoos and conditioners from your 

trip and place them in the specially marked ñredò 

basket in the Narthex?  The toiletries will be pro-

vided to women in need at this walk-in day shel-

ter.  DUMW contact: V. Leiby . 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Mercy Health Clinic is a free, volunteer medical clinic 

that serves the uninsured, low income residents of Mont-

gomery County.  There is always a need for all kinds of 

volunteers, but right now our greatest need is for nurses 

and for non-medical volunteers who can speak Spanish.  

If you would be willing to work six to twelve hours a 

month at the Clinic or would like to visit the Clinic to 

know more about its operation, please call D. Wallace at 

240-773-0329.  The Clinic is located a block from the 

Motor Vehicle Administration in Gaithersburg. 
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