
                           One Faith, One Hope, One Lord 
 The sound and the vision remain clearly powerful from being in the cen-

ter of the chancel at Trinity Church in Copley Square, Boston, Massachusetts 

on Sunday, June 28, 2009.  Our own Steve Kalnoske is playing the magnificent 

organ, handsome and curly headed Ross Thompson is playing his silver trum-

pet, and 63 young adults (and I use that term with great earnest veracity) are 

singing  prophetically ñOne faith, one hope, one Lord, one Church for which he 

died.ò Tears of joy are running down the faces of our own ñtall friends,ò and 

members and visitors of this most notable Episcopal congregation in the heart 

of downtown Boston.  All of us could feel the Holy Spirit of our Triune God 

gracing our every breath and phrase of this paean to the unity of all in Jesus 

Christ.   

 As the last chord reverberated in this one of the top ten architectural 

structures in the United States, all of us were bathed in what we chose as our 

theme for the Summer Youth Tour of 2009, I See, I Hear, I Know.  I believe 

none of us will ever forget that mystical moment of the ñHoly Presenceò for the 

rest of our days.  As one woman who approached me after the service asking 

for a recording of this piece, and pledging to reach us on our web site for a copy 

of the CD, aptly said, ñThat was a stunning witness to God, and I have to have 

it to listen to forever.ò   

 This past Monday night Damascus Church Sanctuary rang for two hours 

with the sounds of Godôs young people celebrating the Gospel.  Those who 

missed it, missed a truly transformational witness to the power of Godôs work 

in the midst of us.  I say that without reservation (even though I was the princi-

pal conductor) for anyone present could tell that it far exceeded any one manôs 

waving of a baton or shaping of hands.  The Holy Spirit was present to such an 

extent that the room was aglow with the witness of these young adults to the 

power of music in Godôs name to change the heart of every listener.  At the 

very close of the parlay after the concert, Amanda Jones and her partner Memo 

Dominguez, who are about to begin a new mission project with Damascus 

Church clearly behind them in Nicaragua (Entre Culturas/Between Cultures), 

summarized their nightôs experience with these simple but most edifying words, 

ñIt was a perfect send-off for us to begin our work in Nicaragua in the Spirit of 

Jesus Christ.ò 

 The words of I See, I Hear, I Know deserve one more repetition to keep 

our yearning minds and hearts in proper relationship to our daily walk with Je-

sus. 

Now I see, O Lord, I see the light inside eternity, 

The tree, the bloom, the east inside the upper room, 

A whip-poor-will, a mourning dove, 

The song of wind, a hymn of love 

Have called my eyes to see the light inside eternity. 
ĔĔĔĔĔ 
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Donôt Forget Damascus Days . . . . . . .  

Come share in the celebration and gather together for the annual celebrate Damascus Parade on Friday, July 

10 . .  when the town of Damascus helps kick off the 14th Annual Celebrate Damascus event of Saturday, July 

11 !!!!  

The Parade will start at 7:00 pm from the High School and end at the Fire Department Activity Hall, where 

they will continue the celebration with live music/refreshments/food/fireworks and much, much more! 

Be sure to look for our Youth  

ministry float !!!  

Community Yard Sale 
                    Saturday, July 11, 2009 

During the Damascus Days 

Celebration 

 

Reserve your spot for DUMCôs 

community yard sale on Satur-

day, July 11.   The yard sale will 

run from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  There 

is a $20 registration fee, which reserves your 15 x 15 

space.  One table will be provided on a first come, 

first served basis for each registration.  All proceeds 

go to the Youth Ministry.  

To sign up please stop by the church office to drop 

off your check and provide your name & phone 

number.   Any other questions, contact Katherine 

Williams.  Youth can earn youth fundraising credits 

by helping with this fundraiser.    

Reserve your space NOW ! ! !  

Now I hear, O Lord, I hear one tune to drive away all fear. 

I hear the sound of life in sea and air and ground; 

I hear a river running through the sky, 

While choirs of angels sing on high, 

Be glad my soul, and hear one tune to drive away all fear. 

Now I know, O Lord, I know why every seed must die to grow. 

I know the tree of life inside eternity.  I know the throne, I know the Lamb. 

The Christ, the Lord, the One, the great I AM. 

I know, O Lord, I know why every seed must die to grow. 

Now I know, O Lord.  

Now I see, now I hear, I know.   

                  - Herbert Brokering 

 Letôs keep our summer escapades and vacation respites entwined with such ñeyes, ears, minds and 

hearts of faith.ò    

                   - Walter G. Edmonds 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Hearty Thanks  

to our Organ Curator  
 

 Mark Ginder, whom many of you have 

known for over 20 years, has joyfully served as the 

Curator of our E. M. Skinner Pipe Organ for more 

than two decades.  Mark has literally saved us thou-

sands upon thousands of dollars in repairs and ser-

vice needs by making his Friday morning ñvisitsò 

to the console and chambers week after week.  

Sadly, Mark needs to leave this position because of 

health issues.  We need to recognize both his ex-

treme service commitment and tremendous love of 

our highly-valued instrument.   

 Waltôs humble suggestion of expressing 

thanks for this long record of fine service is to take 

Mark out to lunch, or send him a note at 2993 Sum-

mit Drive, Ijamsville, MD 21754, thanking him for 

his dedication and fine expertise.  We must keep 

Mark in ñour circle of love.ò   
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Youth  

Youth Fundraiser Ink  

Jet Cartridges  

Keep Bringing them in! 

Did you know that used toner/inkjet cartridges cre-

ate over 18 million pounds of non-biodegradable 

waste in the U.S. each year? With this in mind, the 

DUMC youth are continuing to collect cartridges 

to recycle. This long-term project will allow us to 

raise funds for the 2008 Summer Youth Mission 

Tour, while keeping our environment in mind. 

Please deposit any used inkjet, fax, or laser car-

tridges in the collection box located in the Narthex 

or the church office. Note:  WE ARE UNABLE 

TO RECYCLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR 

XEROX DRUMS.  This also supports the 

churchôs mission  ñServe God, Save the Planetò by 

eliminating waste through recycling.  Thank you 

for your support.  Questions, contact Cathy 

Dobrzanski at 301-253-0022, ext. #105. 

Middle School Cruise Day 
 

As part of the Summer Youth Ministry theme, My 

Soul Is Anchored in the Lord, 

Damascus Church is offering 5 

days of all day ñCRUISESò to 

area spots for the Middle School 

crowd.  Gathering at the church at 

8:30 am, there will be a light 

breakfast followed by a short Bi-

ble Study on the New Testament book of Philippi-

ans at 9 am.  After the study we will travel to our 

destination. 

July 9, 8:30 am  -  2:30 pm:  Visit to Lovely Lane 

Church and Inner Harbor 

July 16, 8:30 am  -  2:30 pm:  Visit to Strawbridge 

Center and Westminister Area 

July 23: VBS ï No Middle School Activities 

July 30:  8:30 am  - 2:30 am:  Visit to Hallowood 

Center and Sugarloaf Mountain 

The cost for the day will be $10.00 including lunch.  

You will need to sign up for the CRUISES in ad-

vance, since spaces will be limited.  Please call 

Cameron Grimes or Cathy Dobrzanski at 301-253-

0022, ext. #105 for more information and to make 

reservations. 

 

Damascus Days & Youth Float  

to be built this Week! 

Once again, the youth will be build-

ing a float for the Damascus Days 

parade (July 10).  This yearôs float 

theme is My Soulôs Been Anchored in the Lord.   All 

youth are encouraged to participate.  Youth parents 

and college students will be helping to lead this pro-

ject.  Anyone interested in assisting with this en-

deavor, please contact Cameron Grimes or Cathy 

Dobrzanski (301-253-0022, ext.105).  We will be 

meeting at Paul Scuderiôs house, 25901 Woodfield Rd.  

Bring  $5 for dinner (weôll order out).  Please see the 

following schedule for work times: 

 Tuesday, July 7:  6:00 pm - ? 

 Wednesday, July 8:  6:00 pm - ? 

 Thursday July 9:  6:00 pm - ? 

Senior Highôs gather  

Tuesday nights 

On Tuesday, July 7, the Senior Highs will meet at 

Paul Scuderiôs house to continue to work on the 

float for the Damascus Days parade on Friday night, 

July 10.  We hear tell that thereôs going to be a boat 

and some interesting ñaccoutrements.ò   
 

The rest of the Senior High Schedule will be as fol-

lows: 
 

July 14:  

6:45 pm Bible Study ï Dinner & Swimming 

(Ahernôs;   8901 Primula Dr., Damascus) 

July 21:  

6:45 pm Bible Study ï Dinner & Swimming 

(Magasô;   9422 Damascus Rd., Damascus) 

July 28:  

6:45 pm Bible Study ï Dinner & Swimming 

(Ruprechtôs;  3814 Boteler Rd., Mt. Airy) 

 

College Events are scheduled for  
Wednesday Evenings 

 

Please check your e-mail  
& Facebook for more information! 

 

July 8, July 15,  
July 22, July 29 

 



Missions  
Dear friends and family, 

This is Amanda Jones, a DUMC member who has been 

working for the past year and a half in missions in Nica-

ragua. I have been so grateful for the support from so 

many of you who have given to my work thereð

praying for me, giving financially, and offering your 

advice and wisdom. 

I am very excited to share some great news with all of 

you. After much planning and preparation, I, along with 

Memo Dominguez and two other Nicaraguans, will be 

starting our own organization called Entre Culturas/

Between Cultures. Our goal is to be a bridge between 

different cultures, connecting them spiritually and helping to deepen relationships. 

DUMC has very generously agreed to support us and we are grateful for this new opportunity. We will be 

facilitating the sister-community/hermanamiento relationship between DUMC and La Danta, a small farming 

community from Nicaragua that DUMC has been partnered with since 2004. We are excited about the possi-

bility of receiving a DUMC delegation to visit this community once more in 2010, and will provide commu-

nication between the two communities in the coming months.  

DUMC is funding a significant part of our budget, but we are still in need of additional funding. If you 

would like to contribute to our mission work, you can send a check through Damascus United Methodist 

Church earmarked Entre Culturas or Between Cultures. To learn more about how you can be involved, 

please contact me at Amanda@betweencultures.org or Memo at Memo@betweencultures.org.  

Throughout this process, I have witnessed that God has much bigger things planned than we ever dreamed 

possible. It is exciting to be in the midst of this new beginning, with so many possibilities that the seeds 

planted will bear fruits of justice, friendship, and a deeper understanding of others as well as ourselves.  

 We are looking forward to this new, faith-filled journey together! 

Paz en Cristo, 

Amanda Jones 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Earth Stewards 

Free Rain Barrel at  

Damascus Days Celebration 
 

The Earth Stewards will be giving away rain barrels on Saturday, July 11 during the Damas-

cus Days Celebration on the church lawn.  A rain barrel collects the water from your down-

spout so that you can use it to water a garden, or release the water slowly enough so that it 

can be absorbed into the groundwater supply instead of running into the storm drain.  Stop 

by and see us to learn more about the countyôs óRainscapesô natural ecosystems program. 

We will be assembling 60 rain barrels at church on the evenings of July 6 & 8, starting at 6:30 pm.   Volun-

teers to help with this project are urgently needed. It is very simple and requires no prior experience. If you 

would like to pick up a rain barrel before Saturday, please come help with the assembly.  To volunteer, please 

contact Jeff or Cathy Heinbaugh.   
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òGarden of Graceó 
ñBut the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,  

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.ò   

           ~Galatians 5: 22-23 

 On Monday, July 20, our Vacation Bible School program for this year will start!!   Our theme this 

year will focus on the fruit of spirit and how our Creator has placed these seeds of spiritual potential, that re-

flect Godôs image, within each of us, to cultivate and let the Fruit of our Spirits grow, bud and blossom.  This 

is an assured way to health and happiness for all of creation.               

We would like to extend an invitation to the congregation to drop by any day that week just to see 

what is happening. You are also invited to come to the Friday Evening Closing Program on July 24 from 

6:30  -  8:30 pm where the children share what they have learned during the week with their family and 

friends. It is an exciting and celebratory culmination to our week.  We would love to have all of our church 

family enjoy this with us, so please come! 

Also, please continue to keep this program in your prayers as we explore the nine fruits of the spirit.  

Thank you for all the support you have already given to Vacation Bible School. The donations of craft sup-

plies, snack items, money, etc. have been greatly appreciated!!   We are still accepting donations, especially 

snacks, paper towels and napkins made from recycled paper, and of course monetary donations as our VBS 

program does not rely on the regular church budget.  We have always been and try to continue to be self-

sufficient using the donations that are so graciously given.  Thanks be to God!!   

 Hope to see you at Vacation Bible School - all are welcome to the Garden of Grace!! 

Children Ministries  

 

VBS DONATION  SNACK  L IST 
 

BABY  CARROTS 

SLICED APPLES 

GRAPES 

BANANAS 

STRAWBERRIES 

SUGAR SNAP PEAS 

WHEAT THINS 

VANILLA  WAFERS 

CHEESE CUBES 

GOLDFISH CRACKERS 

PRETZELS 

POPCORN 

RAISINS/CRAISINS 

CHEERIOS 

CORN CHEX 

MINI  RICE CAKES 

APPLE JACKS 

DUMC Childrenôs Garden Club is open to any-

one in Grades 1 ï 5.  Develop an appreciation of 

Godôs Sanctuary by growing flowers and vegeta-

bles, caring for the churches flower beds, work-

ing on garden related crafts, and enjoying garden 

related activities. 

 

If you are interested contact Carol Taylor or 

Dede Lambert.  Or just join us on Thursdays 

from 7 to 8:30 pm at the church pavilion. 

 

Be sure to also check out what is coming up in 

the childrenôs garden behind the Church Office! 
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DAMASCUS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM  

Pre-K (Age 4) through 6th Grade 

July 20-24, 2009 ¶ 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
(Please fill out one form for each family, and return it to the Resource Room or the Church Office.) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            (S/M/L)       (S/M/L/XL) 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 
  

Name of Parent(s)/Guardian(s) ___________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers: Home ______________________________          

         Cell ________________________________ 

                  Work (specify person) ____________________________________________       

 

Allergies (please indicate which child) _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Other concerns or requests for class placement (there are usually 2 classes per grade) ________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

In case of an emergency, I give permission for Shady Grove Hospital to treat (please list names 

if more than one child) _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

for any accident or injury that occurs while attending Vacation Bible School. 

 

Name of Doctor _________________________ Phone Number ________________________ 

Emergency Contact ______________________ Phone Number ________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________Date ______________ 
 

NOTES TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

¶ We appreciate monetary donations for snack supplies or donations from the list of suggested snacks. 

 (See previous article or www.damascusumc.org/) 

¶ Youth helpers need to complete a Youth Helper form available in the Resource Room or the  

 Church Office. 

         If you would like to be a volunteer, please check the box at the left. 
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Adult Ministries  

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS  

Please remember  
our 11:00 am morning service  
has been moved to 10:15 am  

on Sundays.  
 

This change in time will continue 
THROUGH Sunday, August 30. 

Remaining Young at Heart Schedule of 

Events for 2009 

If you want to have fun and fellowship with like minded 

people during 2009, get out your calendars and enter the 

dates below for Young at Heart activities each month dur-

ing the year.  All adults associated with the church and 

their friends and neighbors are welcome.  You don't have 

to join.  Just participate in the events that appeal to 

you.  Watch the Beaconette for specific details and reserva-

tion deadlines each month.  The Steering Committee tried 

to cut back on more expensive events in view of the current 

economic situation. 

 July 25: Frederick Keys baseball game and  

  fireworks.  Org:  Bob Bellison 

August: Have a nice vacation.  Org: YOU ! ! ! 

Sept. 17: Luncheon at DUMC Dining Hall.   

  Org: Nancy Counts, Jan Barber, Jane Snapp 

Oct. 15: C&O Canal boat trip and lunch out.   

  Org: Jacque Janss & Nancy Counts 

Nov. 19: American History Museum (remodeled)  

  and lunch in D.C.   

  Org: Dennis Beardsley & Bob Newlin 

Dec. 11: Annual Christmas Dinner in Dining  

  Hall.  Org:  Bob Newlin & Rick Crites 

Young at Heart Activity  
for July 2009   

Frederick Keys  
Baseball Game 

 

On Saturday, July 25 everyone is invited to 
join us at Harry Grove Stadium in Frederick 
to see the Keys (Orioles affiliate) play the 
Lynchburg Hillcats (Pittsburgh Pirates affili-
ate).     

 Gates Open:  5:00 pm      

 Game time:   6:00 pm 

With Fantastic Fireworks following  
the game!!!   

Join in the fun, bring the whole family.  
$10 per ticket (seats behind home plate). 

We have reserved 30 seats to go to the first 
30 who make reservations.   

After that we will reserve more seats in the 
same section, if available.  The final deadline 
for reservations and payments is July 15, but 

you should call earlier to  
assure availability.   

For reservations please call  
Bob Newlin  

or Bob Bellison  
Checks should be made payable  

to Bob Bellison.  

NOTE:  Those interested in driving or riding 
in a carpool should let us know.   

The Edmonds and Motters to  

lead a Mid-Summer Trip  

for Adults 
 

These two families (Edmonds & Motters) have planned a 

ñfield tripò to the Methodist Building, the Shrine of Im-

maculate Conception, and the Franciscan Monastery 

(where the Holy Lands are recreated).  Often asked for by 

the Adults of Damascus Church because of its occurrence 

as part of the second-year confirmation program, the trip 

to the above three special places will be offered by Linda 

& Wes and Peggy & Walt, on Saturday, July 25 from 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Consider it a day for great learning 

fun and lunch at a place where youôve never eaten!  

Please call 301-253-0022, ext. #102, to sign up for this 

event. 
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Finance   
Finance Chairperson Report  

as of May 30, 2009 

Members of DUMC ï In this report I want to focus on our giving.  Our YTD total tithing is actually slightly 

above budget.  We are $18,793 above budget year to date, which is great news.  Last year at this time we were 

only above budget by $3,800. 

Given the difficult economic times we are all facing, I feel it would be helpful to compare our total giving by 

major categories YTD May 2008 and 2009.   We are down overall in our giving, but still strong in our tithing 

and general operations.  Total giving to date in 2009 is 490,130 compared to 689,542 in 2008.  You can see the 

biggest decreases to date are in Temp restricted and Building fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From an expense standpoint we are still behind on apportionments ï but will be paying $20,000 toward them 

in June and staying within budget on other expenses.  Even Building and Grounds is below budget at the mo-

ment, even with all the challenges we have had with heating and cooling this year.  However, although we do 

have a few more bills to be paid in June and July. 

Conclusion: From an operations standpoint we are still cautiously optimistic  - we are now entering our most 

challenging months ï June, July and August, and unfortunately we are incurring repair charges on our air-

conditioning system, still paying off some repairs on the heating system, and are having trouble with our  

ĔĔĔĔĔ 
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Accepting Debit &  

Credit Card Donations 

The membership and friends of DUMC have given 

generously over the years and deserve flexible and 

convenient options to make such gifts.  For that rea-

son, the Finance Committee  works diligently to 

identify and implement new and innovative options.  

DUMC continues to accept debit and credit card 

donations.  One reason we accept donations through 

credit and debit cards is that it allows some card-

holders to earn points.  However, due to transaction 

fees that DUMC must remit to the vendor, we re-

quest that this option only be used for weekly dona-

tions of $10 or more.  DUMC will also accept one-

time donations through debit and credit cards, but 

we request that this option only be used for gifts of 

$100 or more.   

You may get an authorization form from the church 

office, or on the website under ñFORMS.ò   and 

fax it to the Finance Committee if you want to tithe 

or make a donation using your debit or credit card.    

Please contact Debbie Benson at 301-253-0022, 

#106 if you have any questions about this giving 

opportunity. 

Have you considered e-Giving? 

Through the e-Giving program you can elect to submit 

your offering to the church electronically.  We have 

two options: bi-weekly or monthly.  The funds will be 

deducted from your checking or savings account auto-

matically, versus having to remember to bring your 

checkbook and envelope with you to church.  You 

may get an authorization form from the church office, 

or on the website under ñFORMS.ò   If you have any 

questions about this program, please contact Debbie 

Benson at 301-253-0022, ext. 106 or 

dumc_finance@verizon.net. 

lawn equipment.  We really need new equipment for our volunteers and that will help us to maintain our multi-

ple building complex.  In addition we have to get our apportionments paid up which we are focusing on and 

working out a plan.  We also need to be able to continue to pay for the many missions we fund through tempo-

rarily restricted funds.   

I think our situation can best be summarized in that we need to continue to pray for guidance and remember ñit 

is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purposeò1.  Let us remember to not only tithe 

that which God provides, but also offer assistance of our other gifts whenever possible.  If we continue the true 

faith and community that makes Damascus such a terrific church community, and the Pastors, staff and church 

committees continue to be as frugal as possible with the funds we do have, I am confident we can survive this 

year and be in a better position for our time to ñbuild upò and move into the next phase of Godôs will for Da-

mascus UMC.  God be with you.   

Tina Kelly, Finance Chairperson 
1 Philippians 2:12 - 16 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð

Music  
Summer Choir               

Calling all singers! Make music a 

special part of your summer, even 

if you have never sung with the 

Chancel Choir before. All are wel-

come to sing with the Choir during 

the summer months.  We do not 

have weeknight rehearsals, but 

meet Sunday mornings 30 minutes 

before the second service to rehearse.  The list of 

anthems will be posted by the choir room door - 

these are familiar and easy to learn if you don't al-

ready know them. Invite visiting family and friends 

to join us as well.  If you have any questions, con-

tact Polly Edmonds Baldridge at 301-482-1169 or 

redheaders@verizon.net.  See you there!! 

  Chancel Choir Anthems  

Summer 2009 

Sunday, July 5  Guide My Feet, Lord 

   arr. John Carter 

Sunday, July 12 Hymn of Promise  

  Natalie Sleeth 

Sunday, July 19 Standing on the Promises 

  R. K. Carter, arr. Mark Hayes 

Sunday, July 26 Ho! Everyone Who Thirsteth 

  Louis Harris 

Sunday, August 2 Here I Am, Lord 
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Building Committee  

As I enjoyed an inspiring welcome home concert 

given by our youth who went on tour, I experienced a 

profound affirmation of the many things that are so 

great about our church. The environment that exists in 

this congregation that nurtures the youth, as well as 

the rest of us, is a testament to the presence of God in 

this place. It is moments like this that reenergize and 

reinvigorate to continue to heed the calling to be a part 

of the body. 

Our Building Project is one of the many ways that we 

can participate in the life and growth of our church. I 

can think of no better way to pay tribute to those who 

gave us our house of worship and the facilities we en-

joy, than to further the work for those who will wor-

ship in this place in the years to come. 

The Building Project continues to progress. Dave Lin-

grell, Rick Kenney, and others are working through 

issues regarding reforestation and site plan approval. 

Keep them in your prayers so that we will soon be able 

to obtain permits for the first phase of construction. 

As previously reported, we have cash on hand to cover 

the projected cost of one million dollars for the first 

phase. We will not borrow any money. Also, the im-

provements we make will not add any significant bur-

den to our operating cost. 

It is hard to believe that we are now in the last six 

months of our capital campaign. The continued sup-

port has been tremendous. We are still on tract to 

achieve the pledged amount of two million dollars. We 

should all be proud that we have not lost sight of our 

vision, even through difficult times. 

The Building Committee is in the process of exploring 

options for the next capital campaign. We will have a 

nice head start for the next phases of construction, but 

there is more work to be accomplished. 

As always, everyone is welcome to attend Building  

Committee meetings on the second Saturday of the 

month at 8:30 a.m. If you any questions, concerns, or 

comments, please contact Rick Kenney or Bob Wilson. 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Hospice Caring, Inc. 

Good Grief Club Training  
 

Volunteer facilitator training for the  

Good Grief Club will be held on  

August 28 & 29, 2009, at the  

Hospice Caring Cottage 9:30 amð3:30 pm.   
 

If you are interested in working with grieving  

children in a school environment, please call 

Valerie Taylor, 

Director of Childrenôs Bereavement 

Phone 301-990-8904 

E-mail:  Valeriet@hospicecaring.org 

Volunteers Needed 

Mercy Health Clinic is a free, volunteer medical 

clinic that serves the uninsured, low income resi-

dents of Montgomery County.  There is always a 

need for all kinds of volunteers, but right now our 

greatest need is for nurses and for non-medical vol-

unteers who can speak Spanish.  If you would be 

willing to work six to twelve hours a month at the 

Clinic or would like to visit the Clinic to know more 

about its operation, please call David Wallace at 240

-773-0329.  The Clinic is located a block from the 

Motor Vehicle Administration in Gaithersburg. 

 

WANT TO MAKE  

A DIFFERENCE ? ?  

Consider joining the Shady Grove Pregnancy 

Centerôs core of volunteers as our Computer Net-

work Administrator Leadership role.   Work be-

hind the scenes, as part of a team, promoting the 

life of the unborn.  Responsible for overseeing 

and maintaining computers, servers and network 

equipment.  Flexible schedule.  An average of 3 

to 6 hours per week.  If interested, call Jackie 

Stippich, Director at 301-963-6223. 
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        Stephen Ministry Needs You 
 

In fact, the maintenance and growth of this important 

lay ministry is held in the hands of the congregation of 

DUMC. There are a variety of needs and positions to 

fill to keep this ministry prepared to serve the Damas-

cus community. 

We need to find men and women of our congregation 

who are willing to answer Jesusô call to serve as 

Stephen Ministers and/or Stephen Leaders. At this 

time we have a special need for men to answer this 

call.  Stephen Leaders attend an intensive weeklong 

workshop to equip them to train Stephen Ministers and 

to understand and lead the Stephen Ministry of the 

church. Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of stimu-

lating and useful training in Christian caring skills. 

While being a Stephen Leader or Minister requires 

commitment of time and effort, it also brings joy and 

fulfillment. It may be one of the most rewarding chal-

lenges you will ever embrace. In addition, you will use 

the skills you learn not only in your caring ministry, 

but also in our everyday relationships with family, 

friends, neighbors and co-workers.                ĔĔĔĔ 

If you or a loved one is in need of one-to-one Christian care at this time, please contact a pastor or one of our Stephen 

Leaders (Jan Mullinix, Pam Colborn, Bonnie Custer, Pastor Frances Stewart, or Hazel Strahorn). To request a Stephen Minis-

ter, call our Referrals Coordinator, Pam Colborn, at 301-304-0156, or contact her by e-mail at stephenministry-

dumc@yahoo.com.  This ministry is free and available to all in our congregation and in our community.  (Please ask your 

loved oneôs permission before reporting his or her need.) 

A new training class will begin in mid-September. If 

you would like more information about becoming a 

Stephen Minister, speak to any of our Stephen Lead-

ers or Ministers. Bonnie Custer, the Training Coor-

dinator, can be reached at 301-831-9766 or you can 

e-mail Stephen Ministry at stephenministry-

dumc@yahoo.com. Applications for Stephen Minis-

try will be available in the annex and the narthex. 

Once your application is handed in, Bonnie will set 

up an interview with you. The application deadline 

is August 15, but we are hoping to hear from you 

soon! 

If your gifts lie in leadership and administration, 

joining our Stephen Leader team may be a better fit 

for you. 

The seven day Leaderôs Course is coming up soon: 

August 2-8 at the Hilton Pittsburgh Hotel. If this op-

portunity is of interest to you, please contact us. The 

cost of this training is paid through Stephen Minis-

try. 

Please support this lay ministry as you are led to do. 

Your prayers and encouragement are always wel-

come. 

  

2009 Summer Youth Mission Tour Welcome Home Concert CD's  

Doug Benson of Harvest Recordings recorded I See, I Hear, I Know Welcome Home Concert on June 29, 

2009, featuring the Charles Wesley Singers and members of The Academy of St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra.  

We are taking orders for the 2-CD set for $18.00 each.  If you missed the concert or attended and can't wait 

to hear it again - here is your opportunity!   Please fill out the form below and return it to the office along 

with your payment for the total due.  

###################  

2009 Youth Summer Mission Tour - Concert Date:  June 29, 2009  

Name: _______________________________________________Phone:______________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

  Number of two-CD sets  ______     x $18      =       ______ 

  Optional shipping ($4/set)  ______     x $  4      =       ______ 
   

                                  Total Due:         ______ 
    

Checks should be made payable to ñDUMC.ò 



Worship & Office Info  

ZZZZZZZZZZ 

Prayer Requests 

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write 
any prayer requests on the prayer cards located in the 
pews.  Prayer cards should then be placed in the prayer 
box in the Narthex.  All requests will be kept confi-
dential. Prayer requests may also be made on-line at 
www.damascusumc.org.  

Preaching Schedule 

for July  -  August 

July 5:  Pastor Edmonds @ DUMC 

  Pastor Stewart @ FUMC 

July 12: Brad Turner -Little @ DUMC  

  Pastor Stewart @ FUMC 

July 19: Linda Motter @ DUMC  

  Pastor Stewart @ FUMC 

July 26: Pastor Edmonds @ DUMC 

  Pastor Stewart @ FUMC 

August 2: Pastor Beth Richards @ DUMC 

  Pastor Stewart @ FUMC 

August 9: Rabbi Martin Siegle @ DUMC 

  Pastor Stewart @ FUMC 

August 16: Pastor Edmonds @ DUMC 

  Guest Speaker @ FUMC 

August 23: Linda Motter @ DUMC  

  Guest Speaker @ FUMC 

August 30: Tom Conger @ DUMC 

  Pastor Stewart @ FUMC 

 

Office Hours  

The office is open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 

5:00 p.m.  On Friday, we open at 9:00 a.m., usually 

close for lunch (approx. 12 - 1 p.m.) and then close 

for the day at 4:00 p.m.  Additionally, Jane is off on 

Mondays, and Linda is off on Tuesdays.  Please 

keep this in mind when waiting for a response to e-

mail or phone messages.  Thank you !!!!!!   
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Announcements   
School Supply Ministry 

DELAI is looking for volunteers to help collect 

and sort school supply donations from local busi-

ness and churches.   If 

you can help out a few 

hours a week in July 

through Mid-August, 

please contact Diana 

Conger.   

     

Transition Prayer Group 

is Forming! 
These tough economic times are particularly challeng-

ing for those who have lost jobs, have been forced to 

retire and those who find themselves underemployed 

or in jobs that donôt fit their interests and talents.  

Anxiety, guilt, and frustration combine with the 

daunting task of finding employment and vocation in 

a job market where opportunities are few and far be-

tween.   

However, these experiences are also an opportunity 

for spiritual growth, and to foster that growth, the 

Transitions Prayer Group is forming.  We invite all 

those who are struggling with employment and voca-

tional issues to come together for prayer, Bible study, 

reflection, fellowship and sharing with others who are 

going through the same process of transition.  Rick 

Barr, who himself is transitioning after a twenty-year 

career has agreed to lead the group.  Time and place 

will be determined based upon response.  To contact 

Rick, send an email to vikingtoo@aol.com. 

___________________________________________

_   

Celebrate Damascus Days 

Coloring Contest 
 

Calling all kids between the ages of 3 and 12!!!  Be 

sure to have your parents pick up a Gazette newspa-

per on June 24th or July 1st so you can enter the col-

oring contest sponsored by the Damascus Volunteer 

Fire Department.  A $50 savings bond will be 

awarded to the best picture in each of the following 

age groups: 3-5, 6-9, and 10-12.  Your pictures have 

to be mailed or brought in to the Fire Station on 

Ridge Road no later than July 6th.  Entrees will be 

displayed at the fire station on Saturday, July 11th. 
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Going to buy something  

on Amazon.com? 
 

Donôt forget to go through the DUMC link to 

get there  -  the Church gets a contribution for 

all purchases made through this link with no 

additional cost to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Damascus Ecumenical Laymenôs Association, Inc. and Damascus Help will be collecting school supplies 

for our area children in need for the 2009-2010 school year.  Help our children get off to a good start this 

school year by helping us provide the following: 

#2 Pencils    24 Count Crayons             Wide Ruled Notebook Paper 

Calculators     Colored Pencils                           Backpacks 

Composition Books (100 pages)  Crayola Markers   Textbook Covers  

Dry Erase Markers   Glue Sticks/Bottled Glue  Highlighters   

Index Cards    Notebook Dividers (6 & 8 Tab)  Pencil Top Erasers 

Pencil Sharpeners   Pink Erasers    Pocket Folders (red, blue, yellow) 

Post It Notes    Protractors    Pens (red, black, blue)  

Reinforcements    Rulers (centimeters & inches)  Scissors 

Spiral Notebooks   Pencil Pouches    Tab Dividers 

Three Ring Binders 1ò Flexible          Three Ring Binders ï 2ò, 1ò                Pencil boxes 

Three Ring Binders (Clear View ï 2ò, 1ò) 

 

   On behalf of all our children, thank you for your support. 

Swimming Pool Safety Awareness 

Safety begins and ends with you, the parent or care-

giver.  Always remain alert, know where your child 

is and keep him or her safe!  When hiring a babysit-

ter, would you ever  . . . 

. . . hire them sight unseen or without references? 

. . . hire them without interviewing them, or even 

      meeting them or talking to them? 

. . . allow them to watch not only your children,    

      but many others at the same time? 

. . . let them take your child, along with many  

      others, to a swimming pool, an amusement   

      park, or even the movies? 

But that is exactly what you are doing when you 

donôt actively supervise your child at the swimming 

pool.  Lifeguards are not babysitters, they are emer-

gency responders.  The person responsible for 

watching your child is you. 

For more information on keeping your little heroes 

safe this summer, visit www.apsp.org. 

Announcements  ���F�R�Q�W�p�G�� 

ñShampoos for the Centerò  

Help Women in Need 

The Damascus United Methodist Women 

(DUMW) are starting a new outreach program to 

help women at the Montgomery Avenue 

Womenôs Center in Rockville.  As you travel on 

vacation this summer and for work and pleasure 

throughout the year, why not bring home those 

small unused bottles of shampoos and condition-

ers from your trip and place them in the specially 

marked ñredò basket in the Narthex?  The toilet-

ries will be provided to women in need at this 

walk-in day shelter.  DUMW contact: Vanessa 

Leiby. 


