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A Mark of Christian Ashes  
 Last Wednesday I was at Wonderful Wednesday Dinner, (by the 

way it was wonderful spaghetti with great sauces-kudos to the cook), 

when some arms were placed on my shoulders by Jim Allnutt. Hearing 

his tenor voice I turned around to see who was extending some affec-

tion my way.  Jim was there with his two boys Tyler and Dylan and 

greeted me warmly.  Jim motioned with his hand to Dylan and said, 

ñGo ahead and ask Pastor Walt what you were thinking.ò  Dylan with 

his sweet cherubic voice and childlike countenance (and I mean counte-

nance as we talked about it last Sunday) said, ñPastor Walt, would you 

put some ashes on my face?ò  You see Dylan is in Pleasant Plains Pre-

school and earlier that morning I talked about this special day, Ash 

Wednesday, and told the children that if they wanted to have the ñashen 

crossò on their forehead, they could come back at 7 p.m. that night and I 

would put the mark on their faces.  Dylan remembered my invitation 

and brought his dad,(his mom was in school), and his 10-year old 

brother to church to get the ñcross.ò  

 Just a few minutes before the 7 p.m. service I took the brass bowl 

with the ashes from the altar and sat in the front pew with Dylan, Tyler 

and Jim before me.  To each in turn I put the ancient symbol ñof our 

mortality and our need for Jesus in our livesò on the foreheads of the 

littlest to the oldest, looking at all three faces with their desires for a 

gracious blessing.  I will remember those moments forever, for ña little 

child did lead them.ò   

 We all need signs upon our bodies, minds and spirits to keep us 

close to our Redeemer.  In many ways Lent offers us a season to mark 

again our flesh, minds and spirits with signs that make us holy (set 

apart) for living our lives in Christ.  Thatôs why fasting (chocolate or 

otherwise), Susan Jamesô words in mind from the homily that night, and 

other spiritual disciplines deliver us into a realm where we begin to un-

derstand the sacrifice on the part of Jesus on the cross that was made for 

us out of deliberate love.   Knowing what each one of us as believers 

needs to do to prompt our unity with Christ, we need constantly to put 

ñashesò upon all of what we say and do, in comparison to what our Lord 

and Savior did for us.  Lent is a supreme season to take such action. 

  



The Lectionary for Sunday, March 8, 2009 

Second Sunday in Lent 

  Old Testament:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  Psalm:  22:23-31 

  New Testament: Romans 4:13-25  Gospel:  Mark 8:31-38 

Fireside Chats will continue 

  Wednesday, March 4 at 6:45 p.m. 

in the Great Hall 
 

For over thirteen years we have had the great tradition of sharing the personal faith stories of our parish dur-

ing the season of Lent.  Again this year we are featuring our Fireside Chats in the Great Hall on Wednesdays 

from 6:45 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  Our first ñchatò will be with Mary Richard  on Wednesday, March 4, our second 

ñchatò for Wednesday, March 11,  2009 will be Clyde Curtis and on March 18 we will feature a ñchatò with 

sisters Roz Bowman and Delores Neal.                

Our pastor, Walt Edmonds, will be interviewing these folks following the Wonderful Wednesday night din-

ners; the dinners begin at 5:45 p.m. in the Dining Hall.  Childcare will be provided for these ñparlor chats.ò 

Be sure you donôt miss 

this opportunity for spiritual refreshment. 

Come and welcome  

  our new members  . .  

      Now is your chance to get to 

      know the newest members of 

      Damascus Church. We will for- 

      mally receive them at the 11 

      a.m. service on Sunday,  

      March 8, but the real chance to 

meet them comes at a reception in the Dining Hall 

following the service.  The Evangelism Committee 

will provide light fare as we mix and mingle. As a 

special treat, Ted Constantinides will interview select 

members of our staff (including Pastor Walt and Pas-

tor Stephen) to learn fun and interesting facts about 

their past. 

Stop by the Dining Hall, meet the new members, and 

enjoy the fellowship of Damascus Church. 

See you there ! ! 

 

As I looked in the bathroom mirror at the heavy blackness of the markings and washed the four layers of 

crosses off my forehead from the dayôs services on Wednesday night, I thought, better yet prayed, that I 

should never have them taken off, so that I might always know my devotion and place in Godôs kingdom.  

 I am so glad Dylan came for his Jesusô mark on the Ashes Day. 

-  Walt Edmonds 

 

Spring Womenõs Retreat 

April 24  -  26, 2009 

You are cordially invited to at-

tend our Thirteenth Annual 

Spring Womenõs Retreat on 

April 24 -26, at  the Quality Inn at Harpers 

Ferry.   

Our theme this year, Swing Wide the Gates 

ñ Part II , will make a connection for any 

woman who seeks a closer relationship with 

the Lord.   

Our plan is to depart from the DUMC Annex 

at 5:00 p.m. on Friday evening, April 24.  

More information will follow with a registra-

tion form in upcoming Beacons/

Beaconettes. 



Lenten Devotionals Online 

Lenten devotional writings by members of the Damascus UMC community are available from the 

DUMC website this year at www.damascusumc.org.  

Get your daily dose of Christian insight and save some paper in the process ! ! 

Lenten Confirmation Prayers Requested 
 

During this 2009 Lenten season, please uplift prayers for our 28 second-year confirmation students. 

They are prayerfully considering a very important decision to be publicly confessed at the Easter Vigil 

service on Saturday, April 11, 2009. During this service, the students will publicly proclaim their faith 

in our Lord Jesus Christ in addition to participating in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, sharing their 

chosen Bible Verse, taking church membership vows, and offering Holy Communion. For almost 2 

years, each student has been spiritually preparing for this occasion. As their community of faith during 

this Lenten season, let us earnestly pray for them for strength, sense of purpose, and discernment as 

they consider this momentous life decision. 

            Thanks be to God! 

            Linda Motter 
 

During Lent, please place this listing where it will serve  

as a daily reminder to pray for these students. 
 

 Second-Year Confirmation Students  Second-Year Confirmation Mentors  

  Michaela Bass      Helen Horton 

  Keegan Bonnett     Doug Taylor 

  Carly Colborn      Janice Jones 

  Teddy Daniel      Scott Fulton 

  Connor Dantzler     Ken Koeritzer 

  Bobby Faass      Mark Dantzler 

  Michael Gardner     Yvette Peloquin 

  Ryan Gardner      Mike Springirth 

  Danielle Green     Kelly Bratburd 

  Brianna Group      Gina Wilson 

  Heather Group      Vanessa Leiby 

  Kim Horton      Patty Bass 

  Allie Ioannides     Pam Nehring 

  Connor Jordan      Tom Conger 

  Courtney Kaczmarek     Doris Swaim 

  Katarina Leiby     Karalee Turner-Little 

  Tyler Motter      Pat Quinn 

  Karly Najaka      Robin Ioannides 

  Colby Nehring      Tom Baldridge 

  Michael Parker     Don Cosman 

  Kristina Prange     Ruth Baxter 

  Katie Schlee      Cindy Fulton 

  Shelby Stabler      Sue Suddath 

  Taylor Stull      Matt Packard 

  Sam Trible      Scott Abernethy 

  Angela Wahl      Dakota Kenney 

  Shannon Ward      Mary Santa Maria 

  Lucas Wieder      Rocky Benedict 



Youth 

Acolyte / Crucifer  
Schedule  

Sunday, March 1  
8:15 Service:  

Acolyte -  Kim Horton  
Crucifer  -  Michaela Bass    

11:00 Service:  

Acolyte -  Derek Klahre  
Crucifer  -  Evan Nehring  
Torchbearers  -  Thomas & Colby Nehring  
 

Sunday, March 8  
8:15 Service:  

Acolyte -  Carson Erdle  
Crucifer  -  Savana McClure  

11:00 Service:  

Acolyte -  Need Volunteer  
Crucifer  -  Need Volunteer  

Charles Wesley Parents  ! !  

Please remember to help out our Charles Wesley 

Singers by volunteering on your assigned Sunday 

as shown below.  If your family is scheduled, you 

will need to stay after the 8:15 a.m. service for ap-

proximately 15 minutes to assist in the return of 

choir robes and the collection of music.  We are 

also asking that same family return at 5:00 p.m. to 

again assist Pastor Edmonds and Katherine Wil-

liams with the disbursement and collection of music 

during choir rehearsal.  This should only involve 

one Sunday for the ENTIRE YEAR for each fam-

ily.  

 March   1:     Rice 

 March   8:     Ricketts 

 March 15:     Russell 

If you have any problem in fulfilling your assigned 

weekend, please be kind enough to find a replace-

ment.  Thank you for your support! 
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Youth Parent Potluck  

TONIGHT  -  March 1, 2009 
 

Join us tonight for our Youth/

Parent Potluck Dinner from 6 

pm to 7 pm in the MAIN 

B U I L D I N G ð D i n i n g 

Hall.  Parents are asked to 

bring an entrée/side dish to 

share.  We will meet and hand out information 

on our upcoming youth activities, fundraising, 

summer tour and more.  Parents please arrive at 

5:45 pm to set up your food.  See you there! 

Youth Morning Communion  
There is no better way to begin the day than with the 

sacrament of Holy Communion.  We found that out 

about thirteen years ago when the youth began meet-

ing on Wednesday mornings at 6:15 a.m. for a short 

service followed by breakfast. 

This year we began on Ash Wednesday (February 

25) and will continue throughout Lent.  Because of 

the earlier hour of Damascus High Schoolôs morning 

schedule, we want to remind those attending that we 

will be leaving for DHS at 7:10 a.m. promptly.  Par-

ents and other interested adults are welcome at this 

early hour. 

ATTENTION  

CHARLES WESLEY SINGERS  

and PARENTS 

It is really, really, necessary for you to arrive for the 

8:15 service by 8:00 AM !!!!   We have been having 

to start our service late due to the fact that the Charles 

Wesley Singers have not arrived & rehearsed in time.  

PLEASE ARRIVE AT THE CHOIR ROOM BY 

8:00 AM (This message is for YOUTH who drive 

themselves, as well as  PARENTS who drive their 

youth.) 

A Few Parent Volunteers Needed: 

We still have a few Lent morning breakfast(s) left 

where we are in need of a family (or two families 

can do it together) to volunteer to have breakfast 

ready for the youth after their morning communion 

service.   

The first morning communion was last Wednesday, 

February 25, and they continue thru Wednesday, 

April 8.  The breakfasts do not need to be elaborate, 

but they need to be ready for the youth to eat by 6:45 

am.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact 

Cathy Dobrzanski at (301-253-0022, ext. #105) or 

dumc.youthministry@verizon.net. 
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Youth (cont®d) 

Youth Activities   

Sunday, March 1 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth  

 Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm Youth/Parent Potluck Dinner & 

     Meeting 

Monday, March 2 

5:15 - 6:00 pm      Youth Handbells 

6:00 - 7:00 pm  Confirmation I  / Class A       

6:30 - 7:30 pm  Confirmation I  / Class B      

7:00 -  8:15 pm Confirmation II  /  Class A     

7:45 -  9:00 pm Confirmation II / Class B  

Tuesday, March 3 

ST. CECILIA REHEARSALS  

Wednesday, March 4 
6:15 am     Morning Communion 

6:45 am     Breakfast ïDH 

5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday  

                            Dinner  - Dining Hall. 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Friday, March 6 

9:00 -10:30 pm  Basketball Open Gym @  

                           DHS - Small Gym 

Saturday, March 7 

5:00 pm 8th & 9th Grade DUMC-A plays  

 Redeemer Lutheran @ Greenridge  

 Baptist Church 

8:00 pm 10th  - 12th Grade DUMC plays 

 Damascus Rd. Community Church 

 at Damascus High School 

Sunday, March 8 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  -  YC/SH 

6:30 pm Youth Group  -  YC/SH 

 

 

Monday, March 9 

5:15 - 6:00 pm      Youth Handbells 

6:00 - 7:00 pm  Confirmation I  / Class A       

6:30 - 7:30 pm  Confirmation I  / Class B      

7:00 -  8:15 pm Confirmation II  /  Class A     

7:45 -  9:00 pm Confirmation II / Class B  

Tuesday, March 10 

ST. CECILIA REHEARSALS  

Wednesday, March 11 
6:15 am     Morning Communion 

6:45 am     Breakfast ïDH 

5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday  

                            Dinner  - Dining Hall. 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Friday, March 13 

9:00 -10:30 pm  Basketball Open Gym @  

                           DHS - Small Gym 

Sunday, March 15 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  -  YC/SH 

6:30 pm Youth Group  -  YC/SH 

Monday, March 16 

5:15 - 6:00 pm      Youth Handbells 

6:00 - 7:00 pm  Confirmation I  / Class A       

6:30 - 7:30 pm  Confirmation I  / Class B      

7:00 -  8:15 pm Confirmation II  /  Class A     

7:45 -  9:00 pm Confirmation II / Class B  

Friday Night Open Gym 
 

Every Friday, from 9 - 10:30 pm, there is an open 

gym for pick-up basketball at Damascus High 

School for all youth who are interested.  Wes 

Motter is coordinating the open gym. All ques-

tions can be addressed to him.  You can also 

check out the church website under ñyouth minis-

tryò for a complete schedule.   



 Youth (cont®d) 
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   2009 Summer Youth 

   Mission Tour Update 
 

The youth of the parish will be 

making their yearly pilgrimage 

for Summer Tour to New England this year, departing 

Damascus on Thursday, June 18 and returning Sunday, 

June 28. 

We have registration forms available and they were 

also mailed to all youth of the church last week.  Please 

fill out a form if you plan to attend and return it to the 

church office with a $250 deposit to hold your spot.  

Our concert locations confirmed to date are:   

 First UMC in West Chester, PA 

 Spring Glenn UCC, Hamden, CT 

Union Baptist Church, Mystic, CT,       Northside UMC, Brewster, MA 

Bath UMC, Bath, MA      &      Londonderry UMC, Londonderry, NH 

Our recreational activities will include:  A day at the beach, possible seafood bake on the  

beach, sightseeing in Chatham Cape Cod, MA,  Freeport, ME & Boston, MA., and whale  

watching in Bath, ME. 

We are continuing to work with our concert connections and planning other fun activities  

for our trip and will keep participants updated with any information as soon as we have  

firm commitments.                     Be sure to reserve your space for this yearôs 

exciting tour to New England by completing your registration form  

and turning it into the church office. 

IMPACT Youth Weekend  
Spring Break Weekend in Ocean City !!! 

High School  Youth Conference 

Join us for ñImpact 09,ò a high school youth confer-

ence, to be held March 27 - 29 at the Ocean City 

Convention Center.  The theme for this yearôs confer-

ence is life in high definition and will feature con-

certs by musical guest Skillet, and worship led by the 

Danielôs Window, and several guest speakers. Check 

out www.impactalive.net and click on ñImpact 09 

Road Trip.ò   Youôll need money for a few fast-food 

style meals.  We will be leaving Friday at 4:30 pm 

and returning Sunday around 6 pm.  We have confir-

mation that Jim Stastny has agreed to be our ñmaleò 

chaperone for the weekend.  Please pick up a registra-

tion form from Mrs. D or at the church office.  The 

cost for registration is $80, plus hotel.  Questions?  

Contact Cathy at the church (301-253-0022, ext. #105 

or dumc.youthministry@verizon.net).  

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ   

Top Ten Reasons to attend Impact 2009  

High School Youth Conference 

"Life in High Definition"  

¶ Saturday Night Skillet Concert 

¶ The OCEAN 

¶ Fun & Fellowship 

¶ 4000 High School Students All Fired Up For Je-

sus 

¶ Awesome Christian Bands and Worship  

      Leaders 

¶ Thrashers Fries and Candy Kitchen 

¶ Workshops Relevant to Christian Teens 

¶ The Ocean City Boardwalk 

¶ You Don't Have to Clean Your Own Room 

¶ An Awesome Weekend Away From Home!! 

-  Ken Koeritzer 
 

Some opinions from  

 last yearôs Impact Weekend  . . .  

After attending this event last year, my first thought 

after the weekend was, ñWhy havenôt we done this 

before?ò This is a life changing event for any youth 

who attends.  They are surrounded by hundreds of 

other youth who are sharing their faith for the week-

end, contemporary live Christian bands, talent show, 

and other youth activities.  One of the most worth-

while experiences the boys and I have attended.  

FABULOUS !! 

-  Sue Constantinides 

 

Impact was absolutely amazing! Not only did it have 

great music with live bands but we were also experi-

encing God in a fun way with our friends. You get 

very close to one another in a way that can't be ex-

perienced by just hanging out. It creates a close con-

nection to one another. 

- Ben Constantinides 



Church & Society  

Pleasant Plains Preschool  
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Lenten Study - Abundant Living for All  

 
I am come that you might have life,  

and have it abundantly. 
 - John 10:10 

 

Walter Brueggemann is professor emeritus of Old 

Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary in De-

catur, GA.  In what now is seen as a prophetic article 

that was published in the Christian Century, March 24

-31, 1999, Professor Brueggemann asked this ques-

tion: 

ñWouldnôt it be wonderful if liberal and conservative 

church people, who love to quarrel with each other, 

came to a common realization that the real issue con-

fronting us is whether the news of Godôs abundance 

can be trusted in the face of the story of scarcity.ò 

Later in the article, he wrote - ñAs we walk into the 

new millennium, we must decide where our trust is 

placed.  The great question now facing the church is 

whether our faith allows us to live in a new way.ò 

If those statements were true in 1999, they are even 

more relevant today.  In the midst of an economic cri-

sis that has our leaders saying ï ñwe donôt know if our 

recovery plans will work,ò we are forced to look at 

what role our faith plays in all of this.  Last Sunday 

the Adult Sunday School classes began the study of 

Jesusô promise in John 10:10 about abundant living.  If 

you missed the opening discussion, there is still time 

to join one of the many adult classes and be part of the 

study of this compelling theme.  You will be glad you 

did. 

 

Pleasant Plains Preschool 

had a special visit this 

week from Strawberry, the 

albino corn snake.  Mrs. 

Jermanôs class became 

research scientists and gathered facts about snakes 

from library books.  We learned that snakes do not 

have ears.  They hear with their bellies through 

vibrations on the ground.  Snakes have nostrils but 

smell with their tongues.  The children really en-

joyed their time with Strawberry and some of them 

wanted a snake of their own.  Weôve yet to hear 

about any mommies giving in to that request! 

We are in the process of registering for next year.  

If youôd like more information about Pleasant 

Plains Preschool, please contact our director, Cora 

Horst at 301-253-9798. 

Earth Stewards  
Green Tip of the Week 

brought to you by the Earth Stewards 

Windblown leaves should be raked clear of garden 

beds to expose spring bulbs and perennials to light 

and air so they can grow and bloom.  Begin to re-

move last yearôs dead top growth from perennials 

and ornamental grasses.  The yard waste can be 

shredded with a mower and placed on the compost 

pile. 

If you would like to join the Earth Stewards, we 

meet the second Thursday of each month at 7:30 

p.m. in the Parlor.  Our next meeting is March 12 

and is open to anyone. 

 Youth (cont®d) 
UMYFO Board of Directors 

Tuesday, March 10 

The UMYFO Board of Directors will meet on Tues-

day, March from 6:00 pm  -  7:30 pm in the Annex 

(upstairs).  Agenda items will be:  Planning for Youth 

Activities, fundraising, Summer Tour and more.  All 

board members and committee chairs are encouraged to 

attend.  Cathy D. will be taking requests for sub or-

ders BEFORE that date. 

Going to buy something 

on Amazon.com? 

Donôt forget to go through the DUMC 

link to get there  -  the Church gets a con-

tribution for all purchases made through 

this link with no additional cost to you. 



 

     Come join the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

            Monday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

                      in the Church Annex 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a creative way to combine the love of knitting and/or cro-

cheting with ministry to people in need of comfort. The shawls we make offer tangible 

evidence of Godôs love to each recipient. This would also be a great opportunity to learn how to knit or crochet 

ï the basic shawl pattern is very simple to learn. 

If you want to learn more, please call or email Cathy Heinbaugh. 

We hope to see you there! 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.    Hebrews 10:24 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my motherôs womb.  I praise you because I am fear-

fully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.   Psalm 139: 13-14 
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Church Ministries  

 

SPRING 

TURKEY OYSTER DINNER  

& BAKE SALE  

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2009 
 

 

                   Dinner is served 

                                      Noon ótil ????        
                                                       

 

         ADULTS:     $14.00 

          CARRYOUTS:     $15.00 

       CHILDREN (4-8):     $6.00 
 

 

DAMASCUS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
 

                     DINING HALL  
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Church Ministries (cont®d) 

The 2nd Annual 

Empty Bowls Luncheon 

is coming up! 
 

Where:  Damascus Community Center 

   Oak Drive, Damascus 

When:   Sunday, March 8, 2009 

Time:     12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Why:   100% of the proceeds from the  

    event benefit Damascus HELP, 

    our local food pantry and 

    community assistance organization 

How:    Tickets are $10/person or $25/family.  Each 

ticket holder can choose a locally handcrafted bowl and 

have all-you-can-eat soup and bread.  The policy of the 

Rec Center does not allow tickets to be sold at the door.  

Tickets may  be purchased at DUMC in the Narthex on 

Sundays.  They may also be purchased at Something 

Earthy Gallery or Fireworks Art Café in Damascus. 

Info:    Contact Susan Causey, Chairperson, Empty Bowls 

for Damascus at 301-253-9082 or secausey@yahoo.com. 

Church contact:  Gabrielle Hulcher 

 

Create a Bowl for 

Damascus Help 
 

Fireworks Art Café here in Damascus at 

26218 Ridge Road (across from Red Rooster) 

is offering an opportunity to individuals and 

groups (adults and children)  to come in and 

create a bowl for the Damascus Help Empty 

Bowls event on March 8.  Come in and paint 

your own pottery bowl/bowls for $10 each.  

You do not need to be an artist.  The cost cov-

ers the supplies and firing and is then donated 

to Damascus HELP.  Bowls need to be com-

pleted by March 1.  For more info, call Fire-

works at 240-207-3641. 

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 

    

   Relay for Life  is a team event that celebrates cancer survivors, and raises  

   funds for the American Cancer Society research, education, prevention, advocacy  

   and patient services. It is a fun, outdoor, community oriented, event where teams 

   take turns walking or running around the track @ Damascus High. Every team  

   raises money - the event is life changing. 

The fight against cancer goes on and I know we're going to win - we have to! Hardly anyone I know can say 

they DON'T have a friend or relative that has battled this terrible disease. The best way to fight against cancer 

is through the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life.  I'm asking for your help in joining our team. To-

gether we can make a difference !!! 

Relay for Life represents the hope that those lost to cancer will never be forgotten, that those who face cancer 

will be supported and that one day cancer will be eliminated. 

DUMC is a proud supporter - we need your help. 
Information, and sign up sheets on Relay can be found in the Narthex. 

Please direct questions to team capt's Vicki Senires or Delores Neal  

or www.damascusrelay  Thank you ! 

 

Check out all the Cool Stuff on 

DUMCôs Website:   
www.damascusumc.org 

For your reference the Beacons & Beaconettes are 

now on the DUMC website.  Just go to damas-

cusumc.org and click on ñNew Beaconò icon on the 

left side; then click on the appropriate date at the top 

of the next page.  We hope you will enjoy this new 

feature of our church website and help us in our cru-

sade to live a ñgreenerò  life. 
 



Young at Heart Schedule for Events for 2009 

If you want to have fun and fellowship with like-minded people during 2009 get out your calendars and enter 

the dates below for Young at Heart activities each month during the year.  All adults associated with the 

church and their friends and neighbors are welcome.  You don't have to join.  Just participate in the events that 

appeal to you.  Watch the Beaconette for specific details and reservation deadlines each month.  The Steering 

Commitee tried to cut back on more expensive events in view of the current economic situation. 

April 17:  Luncheon at DUMC Dining Hall.  Organizer: Jacque Janss 

May 5:   National Christian Choir, Strathmore Hall in Bethesda. Org: Earl & Joyce Patrick 

 June 10:  Totem Pole Playhouse and dining at Hickory Bridge Farm in PA.  Org: Jacque Janss 

 July 25:  Frederick Keys baseball game and fireworks.  Org:  Bob Bellison 

 August:  Have a nice vacation.  Org: YOU ! ! ! 

 September 17: Luncheon at DUMC Dining Hall.  Org: Nancy Counts, Jan Barber, Jane Snapp 

 October 15:  C&O Canal boat trip and lunch out.  Org: Jacque Janss & Nancy Counts 

 November 19: American History Museum (remodeled) and lunch in D.C.   

   Org: Dennis Beardsley & Bob Newlin 

 December 11:  Annual Christmas Dinner in Dining Hall.  Org:  Bob Newlin & Rick Crites 

 §§§§§§§§§§§§ §§§§§§§§§§§§ 

 

Church Ministries (cont®d) 

Save the Date!!    

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Fun ****  Food **** Fellowship  
 

The Young at Heart group is planning a trip to PA for a 

ñtoe-tappingò musical at the Totem Pole Playhouse and 

lunch at the wonderful Hickory Bridge Farm near Get-

tysburg.  We will be enjoying the inspiring ñCotton 

Patch Gospelò with music by the beloved singer-

songwriter, Harry Chapin.  ñFollow Matthew and the 

Apostles throughout modern-day rural Georgia, as they 

recreate the story of how a simple man and a simple 

message changed the meaning of love forever.ò 

Our lunch will include salad, potatoes, vegetables, corn 

fritters, stewed apples, roast beef, fried chicken, bever-

age and choice of desserts!  Sounds yummy!!!  You can 

also explore the ñAntiques Museum, Country Store and 

Gift Shop at Hickory Bridge.ò 

ððððð 

 

This is open to all adults in our church and their 

friends.  We will be able to take the first 45 who 

sign up and will keep a waiting list in case some-

one has to cancel.  Your money will be refunded if 

we are able to fill your space off the wait list.  We 

have to make our reservations by APRIL 1, 2009.  

This may seem early, but they will only hold our 

seats at the theatre until then.  The total cost of 

$70.00 will include a comfortable motor coach, 

lunch, theatre ticket, all taxes and gratuities.  We 

plan to leave DUMC at 9:30 am and return about 

6:00 pm.  (If enough Frederick people sign up, we 

can make a stop in Frederick on the way up and 

back. This will save you some time and gas!) 

Your checks should be sent to Jacque Janss, 2501 

Coleridge Dr.,  #3C, Frederick, MD 21702 by 

March 31, 2009. Please include the names and 

phone numbers of ALL persons in your party.  

Donôt wait too late, we always have a great time. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please call 

Jacque or Bob Newlin. 
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Damascus United Methodist Women  
March Circle Meetings 

The Esther JOY Circle will meet Wednesday, March 

11, 2009 @ 7:30 pm in the church Library.  

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet Monday, 

March 9, 2009 @ 10:00 am in the Dining Hall. 

The WWJD Circle will meet Thursday, March 19, 

2009 @ 7:30 pm at the home of Sandy Malley, 12921 

Summit Ridge Terrace, Germantown. 

Other Important Dates to Remember 

Thursday, March 5:  Executive Board Mission Meet-

ing at 1:00 pm in the Library.  All officers should at-

tend if possible. 

Saturday, March 28:  Spring Turkey/Oyster Dinner 

& Bake Sale.  12:00 noon to ???  Please volunteer to 

help in the dining hall, kitchen, carryouts, oyster pat-

ting or baked goodies.  If nothing else, come and eat. 

Church Ministries (cont®d) 

MD Kairos Outside 
 

Kairos Outside is a lay-led, ecumenical ministry 

which provides a spiritual support community for 

women who are or have been affected by the incar-

ceration of a friend or family member.  Kairos Out-

side lets them know that they are not alone and that 

there is a Christian Community that cares about them.  

Kairos Outsideôs mission is to provide a safe and sa-

cred place for these women, who often feel alone and 

dislocated, to share their challenges and find healing 

and hope.  This starts with the women attending a 

weekend retreat where they hear a series of talks 

given by women, many of who have incarcerated 

loved ones.  Interspersed with the talks are periods of 

voluntary, confidential sharing, music and laughter. 

Maryland holds weekends in the spring and fall of 

each year.  The weekends are free to each guest; 

transportation can be provided to the site of the week-

end retreat and, if necessary, Kairos Outside can as-

sist in the cost of childcare.  Any adult female 20 

years old or older whose life has been impacted by 

the incarceration of relatives or friends is eligible to 

attend a Kairos Outside weekend.   
ĔĔĔĔĔ 

The community involvement continues with reunions 

which are held approximately quarterly, where the 

women can continue in life giving, healing relation-

shIp. 

If you are interested in attending one of the Kairos 

Outside weekends, you can check out their website at 

www.marylandkairos.org   .I am currently serving on 

a Kairos outside team and any woman who has a rela-

tive or close friend who is incarcerated will benefit 

greatly from this experience.  The next weekend com-

ing up will be held at New Windsor, MD  from Sep-

tember 25  -  27, 2009. 

For more information contact Jan Mullinix. 

 

Open Invitation to  
Join a Covenant Group  

 
What is a Covenant Group you say?  In a nutshell, 
they are formed for us to be accountable for our 
Christian discipleship, and to seek the grace of God 
by practicing the time-honored disciplines of the 
church in the areas of compassion, acts of justice, 
acts of worship, and acts of devotion. 

Our group meets every Wednesday evening in the 
Parlor from 6:45 - 7:45 p.m. to share with one an-
other, pray together and to support one another in 
the areas of our strengths and weaknesses.  We 
have written clauses that we follow each week to 
remind us of what it means to be ñaccountableò as 
Christians. 

Some of us have been together as a group for a 
number of years and feel that this experience has 
been of great value in our spiritual journey.  We 
would like to have around eight members in all so if 
more than that show an interest, weôll just start an-
other group. 

Please prayerfully consider becoming a part of a 
Covenant Group ï it will definitely bless your life and 
bring you closer to the One whom we serve. 

We would like to invite anyone who is interested in 
joining us, to contact either Jan Mullinix, Vanessa 
Leiby, Wes Motter, Jeff Tokar, or Peggy Chaney. 



Vacation Bible School  
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Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry! It is an important 

way we at Damascus Methodist Church care for one 

another. Stephen Ministers and leaders engage in con-

tinuing education projects to prepare themselves to 

serve others better. We have two important upcoming 

events: 

March 8 will be Stephen Ministry Sunday. Please at-

tend to hear more about this important church minis-

try. At that time Damascus will be installing three new 

Stephen Ministers. We will welcome Peggy Chaney, 

Penny Weeda and Cathy Heinbaugh as Stephen Minis-

ters. They have completed their fifty hours of training 

and are preparing to serve on the front lines of this car-

ing ministry. 

March 14 will be our Stephen Ministry retreat at the 

home of Scott and Cora Horst in Gaithersburg.                                     
      ĔĔĔĔ

ñGarden of Graceò 
But the Fruit of the Spirit is  

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.   

Against such things there is no law.   
         ~ Galatians 5: 22-23 

  
Mark your calendars for another VBS week filled with fun this summer, July 20-24 from 9:00-12:30 p.m.  Registration, 

for children 4 years old through entering sixth grade, will begin in May and as always we need adult leaders and youth 

helpers!!  If you are interested in being a leader (adult or Junior/Senior in High School) or a youth helper (entering sev-

enth grade and older), please contact Cindy Fulton at 301-253-2439 or cdcfulton@yahoo.com.  

We are all wonderfully made in the image of God.  Paul in his letter to the Galatians named nine attributes that reflect 

Godôs characteristics.  Because we are created in Godôs image, our Creator has placed these seeds of spiritual potential 

that reflect that image within each of us. We need to cultivate those spiritual seeds and let the Fruit of our Spirits grow, 

bud and blossom.  This is an assured way to health and happiness for all of creation.   If each of us allowed the Fruit of 

our Spirit to bloom, we surely would have Heaven on Earth!! 

We will be exploring the Fruit of the Spirit during our week of VBS and nurturing the growth of these nine fruits within 

each of us.  The Great Farmer will help us learn how to grow these spiritual fruits along with the ñFruit in the Roomò 

characters.  

During this retreat we will be welcoming our new 

Stephen Ministers, reorganizing our supervision 

groups and focusing on the topic of ñTake Care of 

Yourself to Care for Others.ò Even Stephen Minis-

ters need time for restoration and healing. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confi-

dential, one-to-one, Christian-care.  They will listen, 

care, encourage, pray with and for you, and support 

you through tough times and as long as your need 

persists.  If you or someone you know is hurting, 

find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking 

with one of our pastors or Stephen Leaders.  To re-

quest a Stephen Minister, contact our Referrals Co-

ordinator, Pam Colborn at stephenministry-

dumc@yahool.com.  

Blessings for today! 

Itôs YOUR Ministry 
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Volunteering  

Turkey Oyster Day  

is right around the corner !! 

Our annual Spring Turkey Oyster Dinner and Bake Sale will take place on Saturday, March 28, 2009. Dinner 

will be served from 12:00 noon until we run out of food. Come early for lots of all you can eat.     

In order to be successful we need lots of volunteers in many different areas.   The funds from this major activ-

ity go towards our many missions projects, both away and here at home.   Please do what you can to help ei-

ther in person or by providing goodies for our bake sale.   The various chairpersons are as follows: 

   Dining Hall:   Joy Schwab        

      Sue Suddath       

   Oyster Patters:  Lois Purdum       

      Cathy Dobrzanski     

   Kitchen:    Mary Emma Linthicum    

                     Roz Bowman        

   Carryouts:       Kenny Sue Robertson   

   Bake Table:     Pennie Adams       

Volunteers Needed 

Mercy Health Clinic is a free, volunteer medical clinic 

that serves the uninsured, low income residents of 

Montgomery County.  There is always a need for all 

kinds of volunteers, but right now our greatest need is 

for nurses and for non-medical volunteers who can 

speak Spanish.  If you would be willing to work six to 

twelve hours a month at the Clinic or would like to 

visit the Clinic to know more about its operation, 

please call David Wallace at 240-773-0329.  The 

Clinic is located a block from the Motor Vehicle Ad-

ministration in Gaithersburg. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

FOR LIFE!  

Want to make a difference in only 3 hours?  

Shady Grove Pregnancy Center has an open-

ing for a Baby Clothes Coordinator.  Re-

sponsibilities include organizing, sorting and 

stocking closets with donated baby clothes.  

Yearly we help over 400 babies through this 

program.  If interested contact Jackie Stip-

pich, Director, at 301-963-6223. 

_ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Upper Room 

Please feel free to take a copy of the Upper Room which is kept in the  

pew hymnal racks in our Sanctuary.   

Better yet, take a couple of copies and share with friends and neighbors.   

This publication is a wonderful way to encourage daily scripture reading! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fi-
Finance Chairperson Report 

as of January 31, 2009 

Members of DUMC I think the best way to describe this report is cautiously optimistic.    Our tithing came in 

about just under 3% of budget and expenditures are significantly below budget but we have not yet paid the 

January apportionment of $11,358.  Therefore, the expenses are not as optimistic as they look.   

 

 
 

The best way to look at this is as follows:  Although our monthly budgeted expenditures are the annual budget 

divided by 12, the reality is that some of our expenses arenôt monthly, i.e. fuel costs, insurance, maintenance 

on the building etc.  If we had had the revenue for the month to cover the full apportionment payment in addi-

tion to the expenses we did pay, we would have been able to meet our current obligations.  In other words we 

were basically short for the month $5,940 in general tithing to meet the current expenditures in the month of 

January. 

Conclusion: I think last months letter said it best ï we need to think first of the basics.  Before giving money to 

the building fund, to the capital asset replacement fund, or to some of the other special giving categories we 

are building up for a rainy day,  lets first meet the operating costs of the church and make sure we are meeting 

our general tithing requirements.      God be with you. 

          Tina Kelly, Finance Chairperson 

 

        Year to Date     

        Actual Budget Over/(Under) % 

General Tithing and Contributions 65,514 67,408 (1,894) -2.81% 

Total Operating Expenses 60,097 90,100 (30,003) -33.30% 

January tithing (pd in Feb) 5,000       

  Net Income (loss)   418 (22,692) 28,109   

                

Special Giving              Contributions            Expenditures     

  Building     4,993 2,083     

  Music     41 0     

  Youth and Family   7,528 1,400     

  Special Programs   4,200 3,955     

  Missions     1,225 1,036     

  Ministries     2,271 0     

  Miscellaneous   955 1,000     

        21,213 9,474     

                

        86,728       

Have you considered e -Giving ? 
Through the e-Giving program you can elect to submit your offering to the church electronically.  

We have two options: bi-weekly or monthly.  The funds will be deducted from your checking or sav-

ings account automatically, versus having to remember to bring your checkbook and envelope with 

you to church.  You may use the authorization form on the next page, or on the website under 

ñFORMS.ò   If you have any questions about this program, please contact Debbie Benson at 301-

253-0022, ext. 106 or dumc_finance@verizon.net. 



Finance (cont®d) 
AUTHORIZATION FOR DIRECT PAYMENTS (ACH DEBITS)  

 

Name(s)_____________________________________________            Envelope # (if applicable) ______ 

 

Home Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

                City  ______________________          State ______ Zip ________ 

 

Home Phone ___________________                    Daytime Phone  ____________________ 

 

I hereby authorize Damascus United Methodist Church, hereinafter called DUMC, to initiate debit en-

tries to my (our): 

    Ä Checking   Ä Savings account (select one)  

indicated above and the depository financial institution named below, hereinafter called Depository, and 

to debit the same to such account.  I (we) acknowledge that the origination of ACH transactions to my 

(our) account must comply with the provisions of U.S. law. 

 

Depository (Bank) Name  __________________________________________________ 

                                 City   ___________________ State ______ Zip ______________ 

 

Amount to deduct $___________________ 

 

Check one of the following options: 

 Ä   Bi-weekly (every other Monday)   Ä Monthly (last day of the month) 

 

Please note that if Monday is a federal holiday then the funds will be deducted on Tuesday. 

 

Transit/ABA # (9 digits)  ______________________________  Account # ___________________________ 

Please also attach a voided check to this form. 

This authority is to remain in full force and effect until DUMC has received written notification from 

me (or either or us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to afford DUMC and the De-

pository a reasonable opportunity to act on it.  Please allow 1-2 weeks for processing any changes. 

 

Signed ________________________________________________  Date ______________ 

 

Signed ________________________________________________  Date ______________ 

 

Return this completed form to: Damascus United Methodist Church,  

     attn: Finance Office 

     9700 New Church Street,  

     Damascus, MD 20872 

     Fax: 301-253-2321 

If you have any questions about this program,  

please contact Debbie Benson at 301-253-0022, x 106 or dumc_finance@verizon.net. 
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There will be Always be a Need. . . .  

Our church is in great need of continuing to build 

capital assets for replacement of equipment, building 

repair, and ongoing maintenance.  This is particu-

larly true as we prepare to build a new facility and 

make improvements to our campus.  We must keep 

before our congregation the need to make contribu-

tions to the Capital Asset Replacement Fund and/or 

the Endowment Fund, established more than a dec-

ade ago, to be used for building and facility replace-

ment needs.  The Endowment has some $151,000 

toward the million dollar goal - with interest accu-

mulating and only to be used after the million dollar 

goal is met. 

So, we must encourage each other to make periodic 

special gifts toward Capital Assets Replacements 

through the Capital Asset Replacement Fund and the 

Endowment Fund.  

Office Information  
Beacon Deadline 

 

For the April Beacon,  

to be distributed on Sunday, April 5, 

the deadline is Wednesday, March 25.   

Unfortunately, if the deadline is missed, your article 

will be placed in the following weekôs Beaconette.  

Articles must be submitted in writing (on disk is 

helpful, microsoft word, preferred)  to the church 

office, or e-mailed to great.jane@verizon.net 

The deadline for the Beaconette will remain at 12 

noon on Wednesday of each week that the Bea-

conette is published.  Any articles received after that 

will go in the following weekôs publication. 

Just a quick reminder: Beaconette articles should 

be smaller and contain information about a specific 

event with a specific time. Beacon articles can be 

slightly longer and can be of a more general nature. 

Also, most articles are posted to the church website 

(www.damascusumc.org) as soon as they are re-

ceived and there is no limit on the size of articles for 

the website. We are trying to be conscious of the 

amount of paper used to print both Beacons and 

Beaconettes and have reduced the amount used for 

both publications. 

 

Office Hours  

The office is open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 

am - 5:00 p.m.  On Friday, we open at 9:00 

a.m., usually close for lunch (approx. 12 - 1 

p.m.) and then close for the day at 4:00 

p.m.  Additionally, Jane is off on Mondays, 

and Linda is off on Tuesdays.  Please keep 

this in mind when waiting for a response to 

e-mail or phone messages.  Thank you !!!!!!   
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Healing Service  

Sunday,  March 15, 2009  

At 7:00 pm Sunday, March 15, we will hold our 

monthly Healing Service in the Sanctuary. All who 

have healing needs and prayer requests for others are 

invited to come for this time of Eucharist (Holy 

Communion), laying on of hands, and anointing with 

oil.                                                    -  James 5:14-15 

Finance (cont®d) 

Accepting Debit &  

Credit Card Donations 

The membership and friends of DUMC have 

given generously over the years and deserve 

flexible and convenient options to make such 

gifts.  For that reason, the Finance Committee  

works diligently to identify and implement new 

and innovative options.  DUMC continues to ac-

cept debit and credit card donations.  One reason 

we accept donations through credit and debit 

cards is that it allows some cardholders to earn 

points.  However, due to transaction fees that 

DUMC must remit to the vendor, we request that 

this option only be used for weekly donations of 

$10 or more.  DUMC will also accept one-time 

donations through debit and credit cards, but we 

request that this option only be used for gifts of 

$100 or more.  You may get an authorization 

form from the church office, or on the website 

under ñFORMS.ò   and fax it to the Finance 

Committee if you want to tithe or make a dona-

tion using your debit or credit card.    Please con-

tact Debbie Benson at 301-253-0022, #106 if you 

have any questions about this giving opportunity. 



Missions  

 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 
 

Prayer Requests  
The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write any prayer requests on the prayer cards located in the pews.  
Prayer cards should then be placed in the prayer box in the Narthex.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
Prayer requests may also be made on-line at www.damascusumc.org.  
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Hello from Nicaragua!  
The breezes are still blowing strong here as we move into the Lenten sea-
son. (And I am very glad and impressed to know the DUMC  Lenten booklet is 
online now!)  

The Center has stayed busy with the groups I mentioned in the last email, as 
well as two Methodist groups. One came last week and worked with fair 
trade companies and we have another one arriving this weekend!  

Pastor Walt Edmonds had a short but very productive visit here last week. 
Together we talked about how we can improve Kairos´ relationship with 
DUMC, as well as internally. I was also able to get to  chat with him for a bit 
and catch up on how many of you all are doing!  

We continue to work on the Web site, and are hoping to have a  better menu 
and more pages up by next week.  I am really enjoying getting to tinker 
around with that!  

I have also made the decision that I will stay in Nicaragua for six more months past my current June 
end date with AKF. I am looking into several volunteer and paid opportunities, and excited for  the 
possibilities! Please keep me in your thoughts and prayers as I continue that search. J  

Love and peace,  
Amanda  

¡Visit our Website!  

 www.akfnica.org  

VIM Trip to New Orleans      

 

 

Friendship is planning its second VIM trip to the 9th Ward of New Orleans 

to assist with the rebuilding efforts from Hurricane Katrina.  The dates are 

May 2-10, 2009.  Our plan is to travel overnight on Amtrak from Washing-

ton DC to Loyola Avenue Station in New Orleans.  Travel will cost $200 for reclining 

chairs (not sleeping berths.)  The total cost for transportation, food, lodging, and other ex-

penses will be $500 per person.  

If you are interested in serving on this mission team, or would like more information, 

please contact Tommy Dorsey at tcvette1@verizon.net.  An initial deposit of $50.00 is re-

quired.  Make checks payable to Friendship United Methodist Church (FUMC).  The bal-

ance is due by April 1.   
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Announce-
                             Giving to Others during Lent  

                         2009 Sunday School Mission Project  

          Instead of ògiving upó something for Lent, this year we are encouraging our Sunday 

          School classes to ògive to othersó  by bringing in food items to help needy families  

          in our area. We want to help stock the shelves of Damascus Help in preparation for  

          spring and summer needs.  Summer time sees fewer donations, yet more families  

          are in need because school is out.  

          We would like our students to do extra tasks or chores to earn the food donations  

          they will give each week.  Please see if there is a child or a class you can challenge  

                                           to help them earn extra money for this project.   

You can donate food items too!  All basic, non -perishable foods with valid expiration dates are welcome.  Please 

join us in ògiving to othersó during Lent. 

For the children, each week of Lent will have a special focus for donations.  

March 1 st  ð peanut butter and jelly  

March 8 th  ð canned fruit  

March 15 th  ð hot or cold cereals  

March 22 nd ð baby food or powdered milk  

March 29 th  ð spaghetti sauce and pasta  

April 5 th  ð Macaroni & cheese boxes, tuna, or canned meat  

We are abundantly blessed at Damascus Church.  During Lent especially, may we put our faith into action and 

share with those in our area who are in great need.  God bless each of you.     

                                                                       -  Cathy Scarbrough  

S S S S S S S S S S S S S S 

Lymes Disease Support  

Group forming  

Are you struggling with Lymes Disease or know 

someone who is?  DUMC is starting a Lymes 

Disease Support and Discussion group starting 

(whatever date and time you pick) where indi-

viduals struggling with Lymes Disease or those 

who just want more information about the dis-

ease can come together and share.  We will also 

be having health professionals come periodically 

to give us their updates on the disease.  We 

would like to meet monthly so please share this 

with your friends.  Please contact Debbie Ru-

precht if you have any questions or suggestions. 

Harwood Memorial Gardens  

Needs Your Help! 

The plan for the new building calls for widening the 

road that runs between the Christian Fellowship 

Center and the Annex.  This widening impacts the 

Harwood Memorial Garden.  In order to save the 

memorial garden it needs to be moved.  Based on the 

preliminary plans, it should not have to be moved 

far, maybe 5 to 10 feet back.  The Earth Stewards 

agreed to coordinate the move for the building com-

mittee.  We donôt have a firm date yet but it will be 

when the final grading plans are available which 

should be in the next few weeks.  If you are inter-

ested in helping with the move, please contact Jeff 

Heinbaugh.  It should be lots of fun and if we have a 

large number of people, it wonôt take long to accom-

plish.   



Announcements  
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Robert M. Tregoning  
Memorial Scholarship  

SCHOLARSHIP DESCRIPTION 

The Robert M. Tregoning Memorial has been estab-

lished to encourage and support a deserving student 

in his/her quest for a higher education.  The scholar-

ship will be awarded to a high school senior who will 

be enrolled in a full-time undergraduate program at 

an accredited university/college for the fall term.  The 

recipient will be selected based upon demonstrated 

leadership, community service, character and aca-

demics.  The scholarship can be used for tuition, 

books, or room & board, and is set up directly with 

the college.  The scholarship will be awarded in June 

and is non-renewable. 

Application must include: 

 1)   a completed application 

 2) two letters of recommendation 

 3) student transcript for grades 9-12 and  

        SAT scores 

 4)   an essay of no more than 500 words  

  describing the applicantôs educational 

  and personal goals and why he/she  

  deserves the award. 

Application deadline: April 15, 2009 

Number of Awards: One 

Scholarship Amount: $2,000  

Contact: Robert L. Tregoning 
   
TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARD, PLEASE COMPLETE THE ON -LINE APPLI-

CATION THROUGH THE DUMC WEBSITE OR PICKUP 

AN APPLICATION IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

 

 

 

Friendship UMC will hold its annual Lenten Prayer 

Breakfast on Saturday, April 4, 2009 at 8:30 am.  We 

will feature a Guest Speaker along with a wonderful 

meal.  Come and share in this time of fellowship over 

food and be spiritually nourished by the preached 

word.  There is no cost for this event; however, dona-

tions are accepted.  For more information, contact 

Betty Spencer  or Pastor Stewart at 301-253-3087. 

                  Global Praise 

                  Emersion 

                   August 19 - 22, 2009 

Circle these dates on your calendars!   

You will not want to miss this exciting event!  

DUMC is honored to be hosting a four-day 

workshop with the Global Praise Program of 

the General Board of Global Ministries.  Dr. 

C. Michael H awn, chief clinician, will be ac-

companied by other eminent leaders of global 

worship for this teaching program designed 

for church leaders, both laity and clergy. 

Look for more information in upcoming is-

sues of The Beacon. 

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

REMINDER:  

HOLY COMMUNION  

WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 

IN THE SANCTUARY  
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Announcements (cont®d) 

Friends Meeting School Presents 

Benefit Performances of: 

    The Lion,  The Witch 
              And The 

      Wardrobe 
3 PM Sunday, March 22 

 

Special Performance for Students at 

9:30 AM Monday, March 23 
 

Explore the magic of Narnia with our actors.  Participate in drama games on stage.   

Talk with the actors about the play.  Help the Frederick Food Bank. 
 

Weinberg Center for the Arts! 
Box Office:  301-600-2828   Tickets:  $12  Students:  $8 

Help the Frederick Food Bank by bringing canned or boxed food to the performances.  

All proceeds will benefit the Frederick Food Bank. 
Contact Brenda Yankaskas at yankask3@aol.com or 

Val Willis at hiltonplace@verizon.net or 301-253-9649 for more information.  



Announcements (cont®d) 

      FLOWERS FOR EASTER 2009 

Easter Lilies and/or Hyacinths may be ordered in advance for placing in the 

Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009.  Flowers may be placed in honor of 

or in memory of loved ones or special persons. 

 Lilies:     $10.00 each   Hyacinths:   $9.00 each 

                           6-1/2ò pot with          6ò pot with 3 blooms                     

                             4 ï 6 blooms                (Choice of Blue, Pink, or White, 

                                                                                  subject to change per availability) 
 

PAYMENT MUST BE INCLUDED WHEN PLACING YOUR ORDER  

Complete and return the order blank below by April 6, 2009. 

Orders cannot be accepted after this date! 

Please make checks payable to DUMC and mail to the office: 

c/o Linda Stastny, 9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD  20872. 

#########################  

Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

  No. Lilies ($10.00) ______     No. Hyacinths ($9.50) ______   
 

Color of Hyacinths ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

          Total Cost: _______________ 
 

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______  I will pick up my flowers after the 11 am worship service on Easter.      

______  My flowers may be delivered to a sick or shut-in person.     
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Youth Fundraiser Ink Jet Cartridges  

Keep Bringing them in! 

Did you know that used toner/inkjet cartridges create over 18 million pounds of non-biodegradable waste in 

the U.S. each year? With this in mind, the DUMC youth are continuing to collect cartridges to recycle. This 

long-term project will allow us to raise funds for the 2009 Summer Youth Mission Tour, while keeping our 

environment in mind. Please deposit any used inkjet, fax, or laser cartridges in the collection box located in 

the Narthex or the church office. Note:  WE ARE UNABLE TO RECYCLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR 

XEROX DRUMS.  This also supports the churchôs mission  ñServe God, Save the Planetò by eliminating 

waste through recycling.  Thank you for your support.  Questions, contact Cathy Dobrzanski at 301-253-0022, 

ext. #105. 



Announcements (cont®d) 
The Damascus United Methodist Church 

Wayne Chamblee Training  

and Education Scholarship Fund 
 

$1,000ðScholarship Offer 
 

The Wayne Chamblee Scholarship Fund Committee, 

through Damascus United Methodist Church is offer-

ing a $1,000 scholarship to assist in the cost of educa-

tion in a recognized program for landscaping, carpen-

try, plumbing, electrical, building maintenance and or 

any engineering field.  Any church member or church 

attendee is eligible to apply for the scholarship, unless 

you have received a scholarship previously. 

The Wayne Chamblee Training and Education Schol-

arship is offered through the Depro Sunday School 

Class.  Wayne was an inspiration to many here at Da-

mascus United Methodist Church and his tireless work 

ethic to keep the church in good running and working 

order was known by many. 

The Scholarship will be awarded based on the appli-

cantôs educational goals and financial needs.  The 

award may be used for tuition, books, transportation or 

other expenses related to training.  Applications are 

available by request from the Wayne Chamblee Schol-

arship Fund Committee or the Depro Sunday School 

Class (contact Mike Ferguson @ 301-829-5168) or the 

Church Office @ 301-253-0022. 

Proof of registration is required before funds can be 

disbursed.   

Deadline for receipt of application is April 1, 2009. 

Committee Meet-

Meetings for February 2009 
 

March 3: Church & Society Meeting 

  7:00 pm in the Annex/CR 

March 5: Trustees Committee 

  7:00 p.m. in Annex/CR 

March 5: Worship Committee Meeting 

  7:30 pm in the Annex/down 

March 12: Earth Stewards Committee 

  7:30 p.m. in the Parlor 

March 12: PPR Committee 

  7:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

March 14: Building Committee 

  8:00 am in the Dining Hall 

March 14: Missions Committee 

  9:00 am in the Annex/CR 

March 16:   Harwood House Committee 

  1:30 p.m. at the Thrift Shop 

March 18: Office Staff Meeting 

  8:30 a.m. in the Annex/CR 

March 19: Council on Ministries 

  7:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

March 24: Computer Committee 

  7:00 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

March 26: Administrative Board Meeting 

  7:30 p.m. in the Great Hall 

**CR  -  denotes Conference Room (upstairs) 

**YR  -  denotes Youth Room (downstairs) 

Flower Volunteers Needed 

Joy Schwab for many years has take on the responsibility of organizing delivery of the donated lilies 

to the homebound and shut-ins, some locally and some not so locally (Frederick or Gaithersburg), 

which takes place after the Easter Sunday Service. Because this has become such a ñlargeò volunteer 

job ð she is looking for some additional help this year.  If you would like to assist Joy with deliver-

ing the lilies, please contact her. 
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Thank You®s 

 

March 1 Linda Motter preaching at Damascus 

  Pastor Stewart preaches at Friendship 

March 15 Pastor Edmonds preaches at Damascus 

  Pastor Stewart preaches at Damascus 

March 29 Pastor Ricketts preaches at Damascus 

  Pastor Stewart preaches at Friendship 

A Special Thank You  . . . .  
 

Thanks to all who helped in making the Shrove Tuesday 

Dinner a success.  We served over 100 people!  I wanted 

to especially thank several people that do not even have 

any Youth involved in this fundraising event. Thanks to 

Roz Bowman for the best ñcreamed chip beefò ever!  

Thanks to Mickey Cochran for everything (too numerous 

to list it all)! Also, thanks to Rick & Dakota Kenney for 

stepping in last minute to clean-up, as well as Mary 

Emma Linthicum for all her input.  We couldnôt have 

done it without you. 

Cathy Dobrzanski 

Youth Young Adult & Family Life Coordinator 

Dear Friends, 
 

I am so blessed to have been shown so much love, con-

cern, prayers, and compassion these last months.  And 

the gorgeous cards, the get well and 80th Birthday cards 

are beautiful, and just what I needed.  I havenôt been 

around for so long I thought for sure I would be forgotten 

by now ð I was so wrong.   

I hope to get to church soon, Turkey Oyster dinner for 

sure. . . Canôt wait to see you all. 

Many, many thanks for all your gifts of love, 

- Stella Allison 

I would like to express my appreciation and on behalf of Lorne to the ministers for all their prayers and visits 

while he was ill.  And for their help and concern for me during this trying time.  Cards and visits meant so 

much to Lorne.  He was in the nursing home at Christmas and the beautiful poinsettia from the church bright-

ened his room and his spirits, as well as mine. 

Your prayers, visits, sympathy cards and donation of food to the lovely luncheon provided after the funeral 

were very much appreciated.                                   In Christian love, Mary Burton 

Thank You, Everyone !! 
 

Because of you (your gifts, labor and money), The 

Asbury Guild completed one of its most success-

ful Elvesôs Day ever. 

Countless helpers sorted thousands of gifts and 

delivered them to our friends in the Wilson Health 

Care Center and Kindley Assisted Living. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!  You 

made many of our neighbors feel very happy and 

loved.  And a Happy, Healthy New Year to you 

all ! ! 

Dear Damascus United Methodist Church, 

We gratefully acknowledge your following dona-

tions: 

 October 31, 2008  -   $143.00 

 December 11, 2008  - $285.00 

 December 31, 2008  - $  50.00 

Your continued contributions are essential to sup-

port our community efforts.  We again thank you 

for your generous donation and thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Obenland 

Damascus HELP 

Preaching Schedule  
 

   March  8 Pastor Ricketts preaches at Damascus 

  Pastor Stewart preaches at Friendship 

   March 22 Karalee Turner-Little preaches at DUMC 

  Pastor Stewart preaches at Friendship 

   April  5 Palm Sunday 

  Pastor Edmonds preaches at Damascus 

  Pastor Stewart preaches at Friendship 



About Our People  

Duty Officers for  . . . . . .  

March 1  -  15,  2009 

Lois & Ray Purdum 
 

 

March 16  -  31,  2009 

Jonnie & Tom Jackson 
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Yvette Peloquinôs mother Belen Diaz, passed away 

February 18 in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Please keep 

Yvette & Chris in your prayers as they celebrate her 

life and grieve at her passing. 

Elliott Ryderôs father, Bobby Ryder, passed away 

on Tuesday, February 24 in Smoot, West Virginia, 

and the funeral was held Friday. Please keep Elliott 

& Nalynn and the rest of the family in your prayers 

as they celebrate Bobbyôs life and mourn his pass-

ing. 

William ñBillyò Purdum, a member of Clarksburg 

Church, passed away this week and his memorial 

service will be Saturday, March 7 at Clarksburg 

Church. Please keep the family in your prayers dur-

ing this time of celebration nd grief. 

Congratulations to Bonnie & Dave Custer on the 

birth of their grandson, Brett David, born on Mon-

day, February 23 to Suzanne (Custer) & Jeff Os-

borne in Connecticut. 

Peggy Chaney is scheduled for additional tests at 

NIH beginning March 2. Please keep Peggy in your 

prayers during her tests and continued treatment. 

Please continue to pray for 

successful healing for  . . . . 
 

Emily Morganôs recovering in the hospital after sur-

gery on January 27. 

Woody King from Friendship is in a lot of pain fol-

lowing a recent fall. 

Theresa Dixon, a member of Friendship, as she con-

tinues to recover from a stroke in early December. 

Melvin McCray, a member of Friendship, who is 

presently undergoing some tests. 

Carolyn Wingo, sister of Bob Gladhill, who is un-

dergoing chemo treatments for lung cancer. 

Bob Bellison during his long recovery from eye sur-

gery. 

Carolyn Snapp, who continues to recover from a 

stroke December 24, and is almost finished with her 

physical therapy. 

 

Ann Tolley who is still recovering at Glade Valley 

Rehab after suffering a stroke in December. 

Lisa Soule Richters as she continues to receive treat-

ment for ulcerative colitis at Johns Hopkins. 

Nancy Nickerson as she recovers from back surgery. 

Debbie Ruprecht as she continues treatment for 

Lymeôs disease. 

Stella Allison as she recovers from recent surgery for 

spinal stenosis. 

A number of our members or their family members 

are deployed overseas in response to the war in Iraq. 

You are invited to send the names of specific service 

personnel to the church for inclusion on our prayer 

chain. Please keep all of our service personnel in 

your prayers. 

Please continue to remember those in our congrega-

tion who are undergoing treatments or recovering 

from recent procedures, including: Thomas M. Dor-

sey, Donna Bryant, Eleanor Stipe, Yvonne Proctor, 

Pamela McCray, Lois Richardson, Lauren Lloyd, 

Karen Wilhelm, Kenneth King, Inez McAbee, Vir-

ginia Wilson, Woody King, Sandra Baer, Frank 

Braden, Mary Jane Rotella, Hazel & Dean Cooper, 

Peggy Yates, Catherine Pearce, Louise Duvall, Helen 

Deering, Brad Graham, Ivan Yarrow, and Steve 

Goldup. 


