
                            

We Need Good Shepherds on Wall Street  . . . .  

and Every Other Street 

 The first hundred days of our new governmentôs leadership has been the 

discussion topic in the media this week, and so many in broadcasting, newspa-

pers and magazines have begun their evaluation of the work and efforts of the 

Oval Office, the Senate and the House of Representatives.  It seems serendipi-

tous to me that the Gospel lesson for this fourth Sunday of Easter, which inci-

dentally is always the Gospel for this Sunday in the three year cycle, is the fa-

miliar passage from St. John 10:11 - 18. 

I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 

sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away- 

and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 

I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me,  

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.  

And I lay down my life for the sheep. 

I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.   

I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.  

 So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

For this reason the Father loves me, 

 because I lay down my life, in order to take it up again. 

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 

I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 

I have received the command from my Father. 

 What if this passage was the criteria for evaluating our President, Vice 

President, Senators and Representatives in office?  How do we see all our 

elected leadersô behavior and work in light of one of the strongest Biblical man-

dates of conduct in our faith, given in scripture?  Most of our leadership claim 

religious roots and allegiances to churches and synagogues, obviously.  There-

fore, they can be reminded of its centrality, as we all can, that ñlaying down 

oneôs lifeò for those we have responsibility, is the call of Jesus Christ, and the 

Call of the Suffering Servant, which is the sacred image that comes to us from 

Isaiah 53.  We know now, especially after the pirate attack on the Maersk Ala-

bama, that there are, indeed, ñwolves that come after the sheep,ò and the shep-

herd must stand his ground, if not assert his strength, to defend the vulnerable.  

I believe we must encourage all the ñshepherdsò in our government, no matter 

what their party alignment, to adopt a code of ethics and conduct that rests on 

this St. John 10 model. 
ĔĔĔĔĔ 
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I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.  I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 

voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. These words offer a new dimension to the ñshepherding of a 

nation.ò  What ramifications should resound in our own nation and in the world if this instruction is taken to 

the level of the Gospelôs desire?  I welcome your thoughts. 

This is a month of many happenings in our church and in the world.  May we as the shepherds of our 

families and those we have responsibilities for in work, school, teams and organizations, find us ñmeasuring 

upò in some way to the high calling of Jesus.  We need good shepherds ñon every street and in every houseò 

that God provides.  

                                          -   Walter G. Edmonds 

Help Support AIMõs Initiatives !!!!! 

Action In Montgomeryõs County Budget Priorities came out of over 100 house meetings conducted by AIM 
leaders throughout the county (including here at DUMC).   AIM leaders committed to do 100 House Meetings 
on the Economy.  At this point, we have completed 103, so far.  This means we have had face to face conversa-
tions with over 1,300 county residents about how the economy is affecting them and their families.  The follow-
ing issues that AIM is  pursing are the Budget Priorities that were voted on by AIMõs 33 institutional members.                 

Housing Initiative Fund .   In 2001, AIM won dedicated funding for affordable funding, the Housing Initiative 

Fund, HIF.  This year the County Executive put nearly $58 million in this yearõs county budget for HIF, a $19 

million increase.  This is a huge increase in a year when the county is slashing nearly every program.  AIM be-

lieves that 10% of HIF should be spent on homeless programs.   

Safety Net.  Make sure that the programs to protect the most vulnerable are not cut.  AIM will focus on 

those groups not protected by the federal government -  the homeless and those without health care. Con-

cern about the most vulnerable was mentioned in every AIM House Meeting.  

Summer Jobs for Youth .  Double the funding for jobs for youth this summer.  

Recreation Centers built on time --  at Scotland, Ross Boddy, Plum Gar & Good Hope .  Last summer, AIM 

leaders won $29.7M to renovate four neglected community centers.   

Higher Education.    Montgomery County will announce a plan of action to guarantee 2 years of post - high 

school education, for all those who are eligible by next yearõs budget cycle.  Last year, 2,575 students who 

wanted to attend were not able to do so, because the college had no more financial aid.   AIM will look to the 

county, state and corporate community to fund this campaign.  

What is AIM?   AIM is a county -wide, multi -racial, interfaith, non -partisan organization with 33 congregational 

and community center members representing over 30,000 adults.  AIM believes in the ability of people to take 

leadership and transform their communities.   In 2008, AIM won $29.7M for four sorely neglected African 

American community centers.  In 2001, AIM won dedicated funding for the Housing Initiative Fund (HIF).  Since 

that time, $144M in funds have gone to HIF.  AIM is an affiliate of the Industrial Areas Foundation [IAF].    

To learn more about AIM, please contact an AIM leader  

or visit our website, www.actioninmontgomery.org  .  
 

TODAY, following both worship services, there are AIM representatives (from your congregation) that will be 

in the Narthex with Support Forms for those who would like to show support for these issues.  Please take the 

time to complete one is you feel moved to do so  ñ which will help us make a difference for many who now reside 

in Montgomery County, or may reside here in the future.  

Every completed Support Form makes a difference ! ! !  

Thank You !!!! 

http://www.actioninmontgomery.org


                A 2009 Summer Youth  
                               Mission Tour Update .  .  .  .  .  .  
 

The youth of the parish will be making their yearly pilgrimage for Summer Tour to New Eng-

land this year. Our Charles Wesley Singers and a few of the Saint Cecilia Orchestra will make 

this journey departing Damascus on Friday, June 19 and returning Sunday, June 28.   
 
 

The following is our confirmed Itinerary to date for the upcoming trip: 

Friday, June 19: Depart Damascus, MD  

   Evening Concert:  First United Methodist, West Chester, PA 

Saturday, June 20: Depart West Chester, PA  

   Evening Concert:  Spring Glen UCC, Hamden, CT 

Sunday, June 21: Morning Worship at Spring Glen UCC, Hamden, CT 

   Evening Concert:  Waiting to be confirmed in Mystic, CT 

Monday, June 22: Depart Mystic, CT for Cape Cod, MA 

   No Evening Concert 

Tuesday, June 23: Depart Brewster, MA  

   Evening Concert:  Northside United Methodist, Brewster, MA 

Wed. June 24:  Depart Brewster, MA  

   Evening Concert:  Bath United Methodist Church, Bath, ME 

Thursday, June 25: Depart Bath, ME  

   Evening Concert:  Londonderry Presbyterian Church, Londonderry, NH 

   (Sponsored by Londonderry United Methodist Church) 

Friday, June 26: Depart Londonderry, NH  

   Evening Concert:  First United Methodist, Westborough, MA 

   Overnight in Boston, MA 

Saturday, June 27: Remain Boston for sightseeing & activities 

   No Evening Concert 

   Overnight in Boston, MA 

Sunday, June 28: Morning Worship:  Location near Boston waiting to be confirmed 

   Depart Boston after lunch for return to Damascus, MD  

 

Mass of the Children by John Rutter  
presented by the  Choristers and  

Chancel Choirs of Damascus  
and Calvary United Methodist Churches  

           Today, Sunday, May 3, 2009  at 3:00 pm here at  

Damascus United Methodist Church  
Polly Edmonds Baldridge and Joche Wilmot, conducting  

 

Lisa Eden, soprano       Curt Shiflett, bass          Stephen Kalnoske, organist  

Child care provided/Freewill offering  
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Youth 
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Tour Sign-up is Now ! ! !  

If you are planning on traveling with us this sum-

mer on the Summer Youth Mission Tour,  please 

be sure and get your paperwork and deposit check 

turned in as soon as possible. 

Forms are now available on the website, and in the 

church office, but have also been mailed to the 
home of all youth of the church.   The Participation 
Agreement (yellow page) is all thatõs needed to let 

us know you are going, and the other forms can be 
filled out later. 

So. . . .  

       Sign up now and let us know !!!! 

We leave Friday, June 19 and will return Sunday, 

June 28, traveling to the New England area and 
back.  Questions, contact Mrs. D. @ 301-253-0022, 

ext. #105, dumc.youthministry@verizon.net or 
Jane Webb @ 301-253-0022, ext. #101, 
great.jane@verizon.net 

Attention Youth . . . .  

Summer Tour Rehearsals  
have Begun !!!!!  

 

The rehearsals for the Summer Youth Mis-
sion Tour to New England are being held on 
Wednesdays 6:30ð7:30 pm in the back of 
the Great Hall.  If you plan to participate 
with the Charles Wesley Singers on tour this 
summer, please attend these additional  
weekly rehearsals.   Please Note:  There 
are still rehearsals scheduled on Sundays 
from 5:00 - 6:00 pm.  

 

Check out all the Cool Stuff on DUMCôs Website:   
www.damascusumc.org 

ʷˠˣ ˪ˠ˦ˣ ˣ˖˗˖ˣ˖˟˔˖ ˥˙˖ ʳ˖˒˔ˠ˟ˤ $ ʳ˖˒˔ˠ˟˖˥˥˖ˤ ˒ˣ˖ ˟ˠ˨ ˠ˟ ˥˙˖ ʵˆʾʴ ˨˖˓ˤ˚˥˖*  ʻ˦ˤ˥ ˘ˠ ˥ˠ ˕˒˞˒ˤ˔˦ˤ˦˞˔*ˠˣ˘ ˒˟˕ ˔˝˚˔˜ ˠ˟ ˼ʿ˖˨ ʳ˖˒:
˔ˠ˟˽ ˚˔ˠ˟ ˠ˟ ˥˙˖ ˝˖˗˥ ˤ˚˕˖7 ˥˙˖˟ ˔˝˚˔˜ ˠ˟ ˥˙˖ ˒ˡˡˣˠˡˣ˚˒˥˖ ˕˒˥˖ ˒˥ ˥˙˖ ˥ˠˡ ˠ˗ ˥˙˖ ˟˖˩˥ ˡ˒˘˖*  ˈ˖ ˙ˠˡ˖ ˪ˠ˦ ˨˚˝˝ ˖˟˛ˠ˪ ˥˙˚ˤ ˟˖˨ feature of our 
˔˙˦ˣ˔˙ ˨˖˓ˤ˚˥˖ ˒˟˕ ˙˖˝ˡ ˦ˤ ˚˟ ˠ˦ˣ ˔ˣ˦ˤ˒˕˖ ˥ˠ ˝˚˧˖ ˒ ˼˘ˣ˖˖˟˖ˣ ˼ ˝˚˗˖* 
 

 

Attention All Tour Chaperones 

There will be a MANDATORY  Chaperone Meeting 

on Wednesday evening, May 20, 2009, in the Church 

Office from 6:30 - 7:30 pm,  if you are signed up to go 

on the Summer Mission Tour to New England next 

month,  

PLEASE BE SURE  

AND ATTEND THIS  MEETING ! !  

Charles Wesley Parents  ! !  

Please remember to help out our Charles Wesley 

Singers by volunteering on your assigned Sunday 

as shown below.  If your family is scheduled, you 

will need to stay after the 8:15 am service for ap-

proximately 15 minutes to assist in the return of 

choir robes and the collection of music.  We are 

also asking that same family return at 5:00 pm to 

again assist Pastor Edmonds and Katherine Wil-

liams with the disbursement and collection of mu-

sic during choir rehearsal.  This should only in-

volve one Sunday for the ENTIRE YEAR for 

each family. 

 May 3:       Willis 

 May 10:     Wilson 

If you have any problem in fulfilling your assigned 

weekend, please be kind enough to find a replace-

ment.  Thank you for your support! 



Youth (cont®d) 
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Garrett County Habitat                      

 Work Camp 

The Habitat Work Camp this year is 

scheduled for July 5 ï 10  for all those 

who wish to join in building a new 

house for a person in need in Garrett 

County.  Applications are now avail-

able in the church office, or on the 

church website under ñYouth Ministry.ò    

Please remember: the minimum age for Habitat is 

fourteen.  If you are interested in participating in this 

volunteer opportunity, please fill out an application as 

soon as possible.  For additional details about the work 

camp week, you may contact Mark Dantzler.  

Sunday, May 3 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am     Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  - MR  

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  - YC 

6:30 pm Youth Group  -  YC 

Monday, May 4 

5:15 - 6:00 pm    Youth Handbells 

Wednesday, May 6 
5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday  

                            Dinner  - Dining Hall 

6:30  -  7:30 pm  Summer Mission  

      Tour Rehearsal 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Sunday, May 10     Motherôs Day 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am     Sunday School 

   ðð No Evening Youth Activities 

                   Love Your Mother ! ! !  

Monday, May 11 

5:15 - 6:00 pm    Youth Handbells 

Wednesday, May 13 
5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday  

                            Dinner  - Dining Hall 

6:30  -  7:30 pm  Summer Mission  

      Tour Rehearsal 

6:30  -  8:30 pm  Youth Disciple Class -  

     Annex/down 

Sunday, May 17 

8:15 am Morning Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ Youth Chapel 

9:45 - 10:45 am     Sunday School 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  - MR  

6:00 pm Youth & Parent Potluck Dinner  

 MAIN BLDG. DINING HALL  

Monday, May 18 

5:15 - 6:00 pm    Youth Handbells 

 

 

YOUTH TOUR FUNDRAISER  

CHICK -FIL -A 

Thursday,  May 28, 2009 

4:00 - 8:00 pm 

If you eat at this restaurant on ñSpirit Night,ò Chick-Fil-

A will donate 20% of all purchases for that evening (4 - 

8 pm).  This is a great fundraising opportunity for our 

youth  -  -  plus an chance to hear the Charles Wesley 

Singers at the same time!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AT CHICK -FIL -A  

GERMANTOWN TOWN CENTER  

ROUTE 118 & GERMANTOWN ROAD.  

Come Join Us For An Evening of Singing, 

Fun, Great Food And Fundraising 

Damascus United Methodist Church  

Youth Choir 

Choir will perform from 5:30 ï 6:30 pm 

INSIDE LOBBY ONLY! 

Fundraiser Time: Choir earns 20% of all purchases be-

tween 4:00 - 8:00 pm when this flyer is provided or 

DUMC Youth mentioned.  

REMEMBER  -  Be sure to mention ñDUMC.ò 
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Parent and Youth  
      Potluck Dinner  

  

      Sunday ï May 17 at 6:00 pm 

          in the DUMC Dining Hall 

Come and find out more about the following  

upcoming youth activities: 

2009 Summer Youth Mission  

Tour to New England 

Habit for Humanity 

Summer Plans 
 

Questions? Call Cathy Dobrzanski 

 301-253-0022, ext. #105 

Each Family should bring an entrée or a side dish or 

dessert to share!  

Drinks and paper products will be provided! 

All families of DUMC youth are invited to attend our bi-

monthly potluck dinners and informational meetings.  Please 

come, learn about the youth programs, how you can help, AND 

get to know other parents of teens in our church. 

 

Senior Sunday is    

        June 7 

for the Class of 2009  

      

Graduation Day is Just  

Around the Corner!  

High School graduation is an important milestone 

for any young person.  Our parish has traditionally 

celebrated the occasion with special worship ser-

vices that highlight our graduatesô individual ac-

complishments as well as their faith journey.  This 

year, High School Senior Sunday will be observed 

on June 7.  Graduating Seniors will lead worship at 

Damascus and each senior will receive a special gift 

from the Church. 

In anticipation and preparation for Senior Sunday, 

we invite the families of all graduating seniors from 

the Class of 2009 to contact Cathy Dobrzanski 

(dumc.youthministry@verizon.net) at the Church 

Office with the following information: 

 Studentôs name 

High School 

Date of Graduation 

Brief Statement on the studentôs future  

plans (i.e., college and major, military  

service, employment, etc.) 

More detailed information will be mailed to each 

family, and students will be contacted in the upcom-

ing weeks to determine how they would like to be 

involved in the worship experience on June 7.  Stu-

dents will have the opportunity to lead and serve in 

various aspects of the service.  We will be seeking 

students to serve as preachers, musicians, lectors, 

communion celebrants and servers, ushers, greeters, 

and acolytes.   

We look forward to sharing this special day with 

you.  Congratulations to the graduates of the Class 

of 2009 ! ! ! !  

Youth (cont®d) 

Where are our College Grads ? ? ?  

Just as High School graduation is an important mile-

stone for any young person,  college graduation is an 

even larger accomplishment for our young adults.  

We therefore invite the families of all graduating 

seniors from the Class of 2009 to contact  Cathy 

Dobrzanski (dumc.youthministry@verizon.net) with 

the following information: 

 Studentôs name 

      College & Major 

Date of Graduation     

Degree 

Brief Statement on the studentôs future plans  

        (i.e., military service, employment, etc.) 

We would like to have the opportunity to congratu-

late all of our graduates personally in an upcoming 

newsletter here at DUMC. 



Church & Society  
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ñHow God Changes Your Brainò 
 

In the April 15th Washington Post, Michael Gerson, 

former speech writer for George W. Bush, quotes from 

a new book by Andrew Newberg, co-authored by 

Mark Waldman, with the title ï How God Changes 

Your Brain.   Here are two brief excerpts from Ger-

sonôs article: 

ñUsing brain imaging studies of Franciscan nuns and 

Buddhist practitioners, and Sikhs and Sufis ï along 

with everyday people new to meditation ï Newberg 

asserts that traditional spiritual practices such as 

prayer and breath control can alter the neural connec-

tions of the brain, leading to ólong-lasting states of 

unity, peacefulness and love.ô   He argues that reli-

gious belief is often personally and socially advanta-

geous, allowing men and women to óimagine a better 

future.ò 

ñBut Newbergôs research also offers warnings for the 

religious.  Contemplating a loving God strengthens 

portions of our brain ï particularly the frontal lobes 

and the anterior cingulate ï where empathy and reason 

reside.  Contemplating a wrathful God empowers the 

limbic system, which is filled with aggression and 

fear.  It is a sobering concept:  The God we choose to 

love changes us into his/her image, whether God exists 

or not.  For Newberg, this is not a simple critique of 

religious fundamentalism.  It is a criticism of any insti-

tution that allies ideology or faith with anger and self-

ishness.  óThe enemy is not religion - the enemy is an-

ger, hostility, intolerance, separatism, extreme ideal-

ism and prejudicial fear ï be it secular, religious or 

political.ôò 

Talk about this at your next get together.  It may make 

for an interesting hour or more. 

CONFIDENTIAL! 
 

That is what Stephen Ministry is. Every-

thing a person tells his or her Stephen Minister is 

kept in strict confidence. People are often afraid 

that if they tell someone what is troubling them, 

word will get around and others will look down on 

them. But a Stephen Minister keeps everything a 

care receiver shares confidential; and through the 

sharing, God works miracles of healing and peace. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide 

confidential, one-to-one, Christian care.  They will 

listen, care, encourage, pray with and for you, and 

support you as long as your need persists.  If you 

or someone you know is hurting, find out more 

about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our 

pastors or Stephen Leaders.  To request a Stephen 

Minister, contact our Referrals Coordinator, Pam 

Colborn, at 301-304-0156 or e-mail her at stephen-

ministrydumc@yahool.com.  

Blessings for today ! ! 

Pleasant Plains Preschool  

Congratulations to 

the class of 2009 at 

Pleasant Plains Pre-

school!  We wish 

you the best in kin-

dergarten and hope 

that you will stop in 

to visit us.  We love to see our preschoolers as 

they grow up. 

We still have some spaces available in 

our 3ôs and 4ôs classes for next year.  Please 

call us at 301-253-9798 for more information.  

We are excited to be offering the opportunity 

to stay for lunch to all of our 4ôs classes next 

year.  Happy summer! 

PLEASE NOTE  . . .  
 

There was a pair of glasses (silver frames)  

found in the Sanctuary last Sunday  

following the church services. 

 

The glasses are in the church office  

if you are the owner. 
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Mu-

Family Ministries   
 

Annual DUMC Family Festival & Choristersô Play 
 

Sunday, May 31, 2009, Family Cookout 
12:30 in the Pavilion 

 

Moses & the Freedom Fanatics 
2:00 pm in the Great Hall 

 

Are you ready for some summer fun?  Itôs time for the Annual DUMC Family 
Festival!  This year, kids will enjoy an inflatable moon bounce, great food, and games.  Come out and 
share a great afternoon of fun and entertainment for the whole family.  Food will be provided, but fami-
lies can help by bringing salads, desserts, finger foods, and snack items.  

Then, after the ñfeasting,ò be sure to join us for the Choristersô play in the Great Hall.  Moses & the 
Freedom Fanatics promises to be an exciting event starring some of our Choristers in leading roles, 
with the Cherub choir singing some of their favorite songs just prior to the musical.  Mark your calen-
dars now for what promises to be a wonderful ñFamily Dayò here at DUMC. 

                     The  St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra 
2009 Spring Concert Series 

 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Youth Orchestra is pleased to present its spring concert per-

formances for the 2008-2009 season.  Come join us for a spirited musical soiree of great 

classical music by all three Academy of Saint Cecilia Youth Orchestras: Flute Choir, Be-

ginning Band, Concert Band and Wind Ensemble. The programs are free of charge and the 

public is invited to attend.   See you there!  

Friday, May 8, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. 

Olney Theatre Center 

2001 Olney Sandy-Spring Road, Olney, MD 

ASCYO Prep, Chamber, and Youth Orchestras, Flute Choir and Wind Ensemble 
 

Monday, May 11, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. 

Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center at Maryland Kay Theatre 

Located at the corner of Route 193 (University Blvd.) and Stadium Drive 

on the campus of the University of Maryland, College Park, MD 

ASCYO Prep, Chamber, and Youth Orchestras  
     

Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. 

Damascus United Methodist Church Great Hall 

9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD  

ASCYO Band Concert  
 

For more information, contact: Lerna May-Frandsen, Executive Director, at (301) 821-1162 or email tal-

enthntr@aol.com.  Visit our website for directions: www.ascyo.org. 

mailto:talenthntr@aol.com
mailto:talenthntr@aol.com
http://www.ascyo.org/


T H E  B E A C O N  9  T H E  B E A C O N  9  

ñGreenò Lawn Care Info 

With the growing season now fully under way, much of our attention turns to the upkeep 

of our lawns.  The following tips on environmentally friendly lawn care come from the 

Greenman column, an affiliate with the Montgomery County Department of Environ-

mental Protection (DEP).  For more Greenman offerings visit DEPôs web site at http://
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dep  

Lawns can play an important part in our landscape by providing a welcome, green space for children, backyard 

barbecues, and other outdoor activities.  In addition to their aesthetic value, lawns also contribute significant 

environmental benefits: prevent erosion and nutrient runoff, filter the air, and provide natural "air condition-

ing" during the summer.  

However, all of those advantages are lost when lawn care becomes warfare.  When children and pets are at risk 

by crossing treated turf areas, or when sprays endanger the health of individuals who are immune-impaired or 

suffer from respiratory problems, we have to measure the real costs of lawn perfection. Are nodding violets, 

tasty spring onions, and edible dandelions so terrible that we're willing to imperil the health of ourselves and 

loved ones?  

Instead of filling shopping carts with toxic solutions, we might borrow from the Hippocratic Oath, and first do 

no harm. When dealing with nature, less is almost always more.  And the best system for lawn care is actually 

simple and inexpensive.  

Mowing Tips 

Mowing comprises about 95 percent of lawn care ð yet mowers and cutting blades are the most overlooked 

elements of maintaining a healthy lawn.  

Tune up your mower:  Either do it yourself, or look for specials for professional tune-ups. An efficient 

engine will run more smoothly and faster, cut grass more quickly and evenly, and facilitate grasscy-

cling by chopping grass into fine particles. It will also cause less air pollution, use less fuel, and save 

mowing time.  

Sharpen your blade: Carefully remove the blade and bring it to a shop for sharpening (included with most 

tune ups).  Consider buying an extra cutting blade to switch to during mid-season. Sharp blades provide 

a clean cut which will heal quickly.  Dull blades rip and tear grass, opening vascular tissue to disease 

organisms. Poor cutting also results in lawns taking on a dull, brown appearance ð which many lawn 

jockeys improperly try to correct by fertilizing!  

Cut high: Taller grass will develop proportionally deeper, healthier roots, resist drought and summer heat, 

and prevent most broadleaf weed seeds from germinating.  Fescues and Bluegrass should be cut no 

lower than 2-1/2 to 3 inches; Zoysia at about 1-1/2 inch.  

Alter your mowing pattern:  Do not use the same pattern or path to cut your lawn week after week. Peri-

odically changing the direction in which you mow will help avoid soil compaction.  

A Proper Diet 

Millions of advertising dollars are spent annually to sell fertilizers or "fertilizer programs," especially in the 

spring, when lawns have no need for supplemental nutrients. Overfeeding is a principal cause of turf disease. 

A quick jolt of nitrogen applied now will result in a wild burst of growth ð and lots and lots of mowing! And 

the grass will be leggy and weak, unable to handle stress caused by changing temperatures and too much or too 

little rain. So hold off fertilizing until the fall, when it is appropriate!  

       Feed your lawn with clippings:  When you grasscycle, leaving clippings behind when you mow,  

 you're helping to recycle all of the free nutrients in every grass particle.  

Earth Stewards  

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dep
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dep
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Children Ministries  

 

 

 

 

 

Join the DUMC Childrensõ Garden Club for 

Grades 2 ð 5.  Develop an appreciation of 

Godõs sanctuary by growing flowers and vege-

tables, caring for the churchõs flower beds, 

working on garden -related crafts, and enjoy-

ing garden-related activities.   If you are in-

terested, please contact Carol or Dede Lam-

bert.  

 WHERE:  DUMC church pavilion  

DATE:  First Meeting ñ May 13, 2008   

 Time:  7:00 ð 8:30 pm 

òGarden of Graceó 
 ñBut the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gen-

tleness, and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.ò  ~Galatians 5: 22-23 
 

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATION FORMS  

FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!!!  
 

A Registration Form for children 4 years old through Sixth Grade can be found in this Beacon, in the Re-

source Room and at the Church Office.  Registration Forms for Youth Helpers are in the Resource Room and 

the Church Office.   We do need completed forms for each Youth Helper.  You can drop off forms at the 

Church Office or the Resource Room. 

Sooooooooo,  donôt forget to mark your calendars for another VBS week filled with fun this summer, July 20

-24 from 9:00-12:30pm!! 

The theme for this year will be a focus on the Fruit of the Spirit.  We are all wonderfully made in the image 

of God.  Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, names nine attributes that reflect Godôs characteristics.  Because 

we are created in Godôs image, our Creator has placed these seeds of spiritual potential that reflect that image 

within each of us. And so we need to cultivate those spiritual seeds and let the Fruit of our Spirits grow, bud 

and blossom.  This is an assured way to health and happiness for all of creation.   If each of us allowed the 

Fruit of our Spirit to bloom, we surely would have Heaven on Earth!! 

We will be exploring the Fruit of the Spirit during our week of VBS and nurturing the growth of these nine 

fruits within each of us.  The Great Farmer will help us learn how to grow these spiritual fruits along with the 

ñFruit in the Roomò characters.  

We need Adult Leaders, so please contact Cindy Fulton if you are interested in being a part of this vibrant 

week.  

 

VBS DONATION  SNACK  L IST 
 

BABY  CARROTS 

SLICED APPLES 

GRAPES 

BANANAS 

STRAWBERRIES 

SUGAR SNAP PEAS 

WHEAT THINS 

VANILLA  WAFERS 

CHEESE CUBES 

GOLDFISH CRACKERS 

PRETZELS 

POPCORN 

RAISINS/CRAISINS 

CHEERIOS 

CORN CHEX 

MINI  RICE CAKES 

APPLE JACKS 
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DAMASCUS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM  

Pre-K (Age 4) through 6th Grade 

July 20-24, 2009 ¶ 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
(Please fill out one form for each family, and return it to the Resource Room or the Church Office.) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            (S/M/L)       (S/M/L/XL) 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 

Name _____________________________ Grade entering ____ T-shirt size: Y ____ A _____ 

  

Name of Parent(s)/Guardian(s) ___________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers: Home ______________________________          

         Cell ________________________________ 

                  Work (specify person) ____________________________________________       

 

Allergies (please indicate which child) _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Other concerns or requests for class placement (there are usually 2 classes per grade) ________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

In case of an emergency, I give permission for Shady Grove Hospital to treat (please list names 

if more than one child) _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

for any accident or injury that occurs while attending Vacation Bible School. 

 

Name of Doctor _________________________ Phone Number ________________________ 

Emergency Contact ______________________ Phone Number ________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________Date ______________ 
 

NOTES TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

¶ We appreciate monetary donations for snack supplies or donations from the list of suggested snacks. 

 (See previous article or www.damascusumc.org/) 

¶ Youth helpers need to complete a Youth Helper form available in the Resource Room or the  

 Church Office. 

         If you would like to be a volunteer, please check the box at the left. 

 



Children Ministries (cont®d) 

Childrenôs Sabbath Celebration!! 
 

Today we are celebrating the Childrenôs Sabbath!!!  It is wonderful that our 

church family values our children so much that we give them an opportunity 

to lead us in worship.  Jesus came to us as a child and so it seems appropri-

ate that we should allow our younger members of this community to show 

us the way. 

The Sunday School classes and the Puppet Ministries will take responsibility for our worship services today.  

I want to thank all the leaders for working with these children and youth in preparation for today, and I want 

to especially thank the children and youth for their thoughtful and loving leadership. 
 

I hope you enjoy the service, and more importantly, I hope that it enriches and lifts your spirit as you are led 

by the children, for that is how we ask to enter into heaven ï like children ï trusting, innocent, faithful and 

full of wonder and joy!! 

PLEASE NOTE:  The last day of Sunday School and Junior Worship will be on May 31st.   We will have a 

Church School Leader Appreciation Breakfast during the Sunday School hour on June 7th.  If you would like 

to help with that, please contact Cindy Fulton. This is a wonderful way to say THANK YOU to all the lead-

ers who are present for our children and youth throughout the year!! 

Asbury Guild Membership Drive 

Once again it is time for our annual membership 

drive for the Asbury Guild. (I know it is a bit later 

than usual.)   Our membership dues are very im-

portant for many of the residents whose funds and 

families have been greatly reduced over the 

years.   Our dues go to help sponsor various out-

ings during the year, help pay for specialty items, 

glasses, hearing aids, and other personal items as 

needed.   We also help by setting up monthly 

birthday parties and Christmas parties in the Wil-

son Health Care Center and the Kindley Building. 

Over the years we have paid for special projects 

on the campus.   Please help us keep working for 

these elderly persons who dearly need these little 

extras to make their daily lives more interesting 

and to remind them that they are not forgot-

ten.  Please put your dues in the enclosed envelop 

and place it in the labeled box in the Narthex. 

PLEASE DO NOT PLACE IN THE OFFER-

ING PLATE.  

Thank you for your help with this project ! ! !  

 

Young at Heart  

will travel to Strathmore Hall  

The Young at Heart activity for May is to attend the 

25th anniversary celebration of the National Chris-

tian Choir which is performing this special concert 

at the Music Center at Strathmore Hall on May 5 at 

8:00 pm. The Strathmore Music Center is located at 

5301 Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda, MD 20852-

3385.  
 

Group tickets are not available. Individual tickets 

may be purchased directly through the Strathmore 

ticket office by calling 301-581-5100 or 

www.strathmore.org.  Tickets vary in price in sev-

eral tiers ranging from $20 to $59. Free parking is 

available at the Metro garage on Tuckerman Lane 

across from the theatre. We hope that many of you 

will be able to attend this outstanding performance. 

Please contact Joyce or Earl Patrick for further in-

formation.                                

 -  Joyce and Earl  

 

Church Ministries  
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Remaining Young at Heart Schedule of Events for 2009 

If you want to have fun and fellowship with like minded people during 2009, get out your calendars and enter 

the dates below for Young at Heart activities each month during the year.  All adults associated with the 

church and their friends and neighbors are welcome.  You don't have to join.  Just participate in the events that 

appeal to you.  Watch the Beaconette for specific details and reservation deadlines each month.  The Steering 

Commitee tried to cut back on more expensive events in view of the current economic situation. 

May 5:   National Christian Choir, Strathmore Hall in Bethesda. Org: Earl & Joyce Patrick 

 June 10:  Totem Pole Playhouse and dining at Hickory Bridge Farm in PA.  Org: Jacque Janss 

 July 25:  Frederick Keys baseball game and fireworks.  Org:  Bob Bellison 

 August:  Have a nice vacation.  Org: YOU ! ! ! 

 September 17: Luncheon at DUMC Dining Hall.  Org: Nancy Counts, Jan Barber, Jane Snapp 

 October 15:  C&O Canal boat trip and lunch out.  Org: Jacque Janss & Nancy Counts 

 November 19: American History Museum (remodeled) and lunch in D.C.   

   Org: Dennis Beardsley & Bob Newlin 

 December 11:  Annual Christmas Dinner in Dining Hall.  Org:  Bob Newlin & Rick Crites 

Church Ministries (cont®d) 
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Damascus United Methodist Women  
April Circle Meetings  

The Susanna Wesley Circle         The Esther JOY Circle 

                                will meet Monday, May 11                      will meet Wednesday, May 13  

        at 10:00 am in the Dining Hall                         at 7:30 pm in the Library 

The WWJD Circle  

will meet Thursday, May 21 at 7:30 pm 

at the home of Kathy Jones, 

. 
 

Other Important Dates to Remember 

Tuesday, May 5:  Lionôs Club Dinner, Dining Hall.  This is their big dinner with awards and recognitions for 

children for the past year.  We need HELP.  Table set-up help is needed around 9 am or so.  Also we need help 

in the kitchen cooking, serving, and cleaning up.  Most of all, we need all kinds of homemade desserts from 

the women.  PLEASE HELP US HERE.  This is very important. 

Sunday, May 10:  Motherôs Day.  We give out flowers to all the women of the church in honor of mothers. 

Thursday, May 21:  UMW Executive Board Meeting in the Library @ 1:00 pm.  All officers should attend 

if at all possible. 

Thursday, June 4:  UMW General Meeting @ 7:30 in the Great Hall.  The hostesses are the WWJD Circle, 

with a program and refreshments and devotions. 

Saturday, June 13:  A farewell dinner is being held for Pastor Ricketts and his family.  Save this date, and 

check out an upcoming invitation to all members of the church. 



Fi-
Finance Chairperson Report 

as of March 31, 2009 

Members of DUMC ï This will be a short report as there are really no significant fluctuations or variances in the 

giving or the expenditures.  YTD we are $728 above our budgeted YTD tithing through March 31.  However, as 

pointed out last month, this is consistent with last year.  Our troubled months are yet to come.  Our expenses 

when you add in the unpaid apportionments are 6% below budget.  Our budget is to have paid $34,073 in appor-

tionments through March 31 we have paid $10,875. 

 
 

This month I am highlighting our weekly Average tithing ï budgeted at 15, 863 and YTD averaging at 15, 918.  

If we can keep these numbers up and have a generous December, we will have a strong year. 
 

 
Conclusion: I know there are many changes occurring in our Church right now ï we are all facing one of the 

most difficult economic times many of us have seen in our lifetime.  Our church is undergoing transition ï plans 

for new facilities, challenges with maintaining our existing facilities, and changes in our leadership ï the loss of 

Alan in December, Stephen soon will be moving on to other opportunities and Tom has decided to retire.  Al-

though these changes are difficult, they also open new opportunities for individuals ï Alan and Stephen continu-

ing in their journey of faith, and for the DUMC ï Cathy Dobrzanski becoming even more active with our youth, 

and Linda Motter joining our pastoral staff.  ñJoseph endured a number of profound changesé(but) Josephôs 

attitude allowed him to concentrate on what he could do rather than complain about the changes he faced.  Con-

sequently, he was able to thrive in midst of adversity.ò *  

So let us focus on the opportunities and not the losses and keep our focus on what we need to do to continue to 

strengthen and grow our Community and allow us to continue Godôs work. ñTrust in the Lord, and do good; so 

you will live in the land, and enjoy security.ò** 

God be with you. 

Tina Kelly, Finance Chairperson 

* Facing Change, Thomas Dury, Upper Room April 4, 2009 

** Psalm 37:3 

        Year to Date     

        Actual Budget          Over/(Under) % 

General Tithing and Contributions 223,121 218,087 5,034 2.31% 

                

Total Operating Expenses 226,470 266,040 (39,570) -14.87% 

Unpaid apportionment   23,198 0 23,198   

Total Expenses + apportionment 249,668 266,040 (16,372) -6.15% 

  Net Income (loss)   (26,546) (47,952) 21,406 -44.64% 

Weekly Average Tithing
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ZZZZZZZZZZ 

Prayer Requests  
The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write 
any prayer requests on the prayer cards located in the 
pews.  Prayer cards should then be placed in the 
prayer box in the Narthex.  All requests will be kept 
confidential. Prayer requests may also be made on-

Have you considered e-Giving? 

Through the e-Giving program you can elect to 

submit your offering to the church electronically.  

We have two options: bi-weekly or monthly.  The 

funds will be deducted from your checking or sav-

ings account automatically, versus having to re-

member to bring your checkbook and envelope 

with you to church.  You may get an authorization 

form from the church office, or on the website un-

der ñFORMS.ò   If you have any questions about 

this program, please contact Debbie Benson at 301-

253-0022, ext. 106 or dumc_finance@verizon.net. 

Office Information  

Beacon Deadline 
 

For the June Beacon,  

to be distributed on Sunday, June 7, 

the deadline is Wednesday, May 27.   

Unfortunately, if the deadline is missed, your article 

will be placed in the following weekôs Beaconette.  

Articles must be submitted in writing (on disk is help-

ful, microsoft word, preferred)  to the church office, 

or e-mailed to great.jane@verizon.net 

The deadline for the Beaconette will remain at 12 

noon on Wednesday of each week that the Beaconette 

is published.  Any articles received after that will go 

in the following weekôs publication. 

Just a quick reminder: Beaconette articles should be 

shorter and contain information about a specific event 

with a specific time. Beacon articles can be slightly 

longer and can be of a more general nature. Also, 

most articles are posted to the church website 

(www.damascusumc.org) as soon as they are re-

ceived, and there is no limit on the length of articles 

for the website. We are trying to be conscious of the 

amount of paper used to print both Beacons and Bea-

conettes and have reduced the amount used for both 

publications. 

 

Office Hours  

The office is open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 

5:00 p.m.  On Friday, we open at 9:00 a.m., usually 

close for lunch (approx. 12 - 1 p.m.) and then close 

for the day at 4:00 p.m.  Additionally, Jane is off on 

Mondays, and Linda is off on Tuesdays.  Please 

keep this in mind when waiting for a response to e-

mail or phone messages.  Thank you !!!!!!   

Accepting Debit & Credit Card  

Donations 
The membership and friends of DUMC have given 

generously over the years and deserve flexible and 

convenient options to make such gifts.  For that rea-

son, the Finance Committee  works diligently to 

identify and implement new and innovative options.  

DUMC continues to accept debit and credit card 

donations.  One reason we accept donations through 

credit and debit cards is that it allows some card-

holders to earn points.  However, due to transaction 

fees that DUMC must remit to the vendor, we re-

quest that this option only be used for weekly dona-

tions of $10 or more.  DUMC will also accept one-

time donations through debit and credit cards, but 

we request that this option only be used for gifts of 

$100 or more.  You may get an authorization form 

from the church office, or on the website under 

ñFORMS.ò   and fax it to the Finance Committee if 

you want to tithe or make a donation using your 

debit or credit card.    Please contact Debbie Benson 

at 301-253-0022, #106 if you have any questions 

about this giving opportunity. 

Finance (cont®d) 

 

The office will be closed on  
Monday, May 25  

for Memorial Day.  
 

We will re -open at  
9:00 am on Tuesday, May 26.  
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Missions  

VIM Mission Trip to Liberia,  

West Africa 
 

I traveled to Liberia this past February 4  -  21 on a 

Volunteer in Mission trip.  Besides the mission trip, I 

found that there is a great need for scholarships for 

students.  The cost is $250 a year, an amount that in-

dividuals or groups of our church could easily pro-

vide.  This scholarship is for the Methodist School 

for 1st through 12th grades.  This may be possible to 

receive the name of the student receiving the scholar-

ship if you would like to correspond with the student 

and keep up with his or her progress.  You would 

most likely want to sponsor the same student every 

year. 

Another problem is their lack of enough books so 

that each student can have a book to take home to 

study.  They now only have about eight or ten books 

per subject, so all studying must be done in the li-

brary.  If anyone knows of large numbers of old text-

books that we could ship to Liberia or information on 

how to find out about used text books, please contact 

me directly. 

As for other aspects of my trip, that will come at a 

later date. 

 

Thanks, 

Martin Carr 

        Yes, Virginia 

                  There is a Flower  Sale This Spr ing !!!! 
 

Have you gotten to the point where winter seems like a good time to just stay inside out of the weather and 
wait for spr ing? So why not star t thinking about your gardens and all the things to look forward to when 
spring finally comes around.  We continue to be amazed and thankful at how many people come by and 
how br isk the sales have been each year.  We really get excited about the plans for the new season. We are 
planning for the sale to run about 3 weeks from April 25 (which, by the way, is a Menôs Fundraising 
Breakfast day) until the Saturday after  Mother 's Day, May 16, to be exact.  We will operate the sales from 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm on weekends, and from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm weekdays.  We expect to have a good selec-
tion.  If you would like to see a list, just catch Harold Adams and ask for one.  We will also let you use the 
list to pre-order, but we canôt guarantee that everything will be available when the shipment arrives.   

So start planning your gardens and mark your calendars,  
because enough is enough of this winter stuff ! ! !  

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

A Message from Amanda  . . . . .  

Hi to All, 

I am back once again in sunny Nicaragua, after a much 

enjoyed visit to the U.S. I had a great Palm Sunday with 

the Kairos group, and caught up with friends and family 

throughout the week. It was a quick trip, but very fruit-

ful!  

After much reflection during the past months and during 

my visit home, I have unfortunately decided to end 

my volunteer position with Kairos a few months 

early.  I did not feel like my time and resources were 

being used in the most productive way.  

The good news, however, is that my boyfriend Memo 

and I, along with some of our close friends, are looking 

into starting our own small faith-based organization. We 

would like to work an accompanying sister city relation-

ships, as well as doing social tourism and running a 

small hostel. We are in the beginning stages of develop-

ing ideas about what we would like to offer, and would 

love to hear your feedback about it! We plan to operate 

as a collective or co-operative, so that each worker can 

also be part owner of the organization. 

Thank you for your support and please know that I think 

of you all often! It was great to see so many of you over 

Easter Week. Please keep me updated on how you are 

doing.  

 Love, 

Amanda Jones 



Thank Yous  

Dear DUMC, 

My sincere thanks for DUMCôs expressions of sympa-

thy, cards, prayers and attendance at the weekday ser-

vice during the most recent illness and passing of my 

husband, Benton.   Especially do I appreciate Pastor 

Walt (and Peggy) for going out to Pikesville to deliver 

a not-to-be forgotten talk about him.  It made everyone 

smile.  Thanks again, Walt! 

Suzie, Larry (son) and Keia Parks, Kimberly 

(daughter) and Brian Beach 

 

To:  Caring Ministries, DUMC 
 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity. 

I appreciate your kind thoughts and prayers during my 

short stay in hospital.  I am glad to say I have recovered 

completely and am back to my usual slap-happy self. 

Thanks again everyone, 
 

Douglas Goldup  

Volunteer Opportunities  
Hospice Caring, Inc.  -  Volunteer Training 

 

Have you ever thought of volunteering?  Since 1989, 

Hospice Caring, Inc. has been providing practical and 

emotional support to adults and children facing life-

limiting illness and grief at no charge.  Hospice Car-

ing, Inc. has opportunities for those who would like to 

facilitate adult or childrenôs grief groups, or become a 

caregiver and share in someoneôs end-of-life journey.  

Our next training class will be held June 2-4, 2009 

from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.  For more information or to 

register, please call Karen or Penny at 301-869-

HOPE) 4673.  Make a difference in the lives of others, 

and become a part of the Hospice Caring family! 

Hospice Caring, Inc. 

Good Grief Club Training  
 

Volunteer facilitator training for the  

Good Grief Club will be held on  

August 28 & 29, 2009, at the  

Hospice Caring Cottage 9:30 amð3:30 pm.   
 

If you are interested in working with grieving  

children in a school environment, please call 

Valerie Taylor, 

Director of Childrenôs Bereavement 

Phone 301-990-8904 

E-mail:  Valeriet@hospicecaring.org 

 

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE ? ?  

Consider joining the Shady Grove Pregnancy Cen-

terôs core of volunteers as our Computer Network 

Administrator Leadership role.   Work behind the 

scenes, as part of a team, promoting the life of the 

unborn.  Responsible for overseeing and maintaining 

computers, servers and network equipment.  Flexible 

schedule.  An average of 3 to 6 hours per week.  If 

interested, call Jackie Stippich, Director at 301-963-

6223. 

Volunteers Needed 

Mercy Health Clinic is a free, volunteer medical clinic 

that serves the uninsured, low income residents of 

Montgomery County.  There is always a need for all 

kinds of volunteers, but right now our greatest need is 

for nurses and for non-medical volunteers who can 

speak Spanish.  If you would be willing to work six to 

twelve hours a month at the Clinic or would like to visit 

the Clinic to know more about its operation, please call 

David Wallace at 240-773-0329.  The Clinic is located a 

block from the Motor Vehicle Administration in 

Gaithersburg. 
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Thanks to all the wonderful donors and volunteers  

who supported the Red Cross Blood drive on April 30.  
 

Cathy Heinbaugh and Kate Musallam  

(Health and Welfare Committee) 



Announce-
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Global Praise 

 Emersion Conference 

here at DUMC !! 

August 19 - 22, 2009 

Plans for this exciting event are moving right 

along! 

Our church, in partnership with the Global 

Praise Division of the General Board of Global 

Ministries, is sponsoring this teaching program 

that focuses on practical and creative ways for 

congregations to experience the music and lit-

urgy of the world. 

Brochures outlining the schedule of events are 

now available in the Narthex and in the church 

office. 

We encourage everyone to take this unique op-

portunity to explore the worship gifts of nations 

around the globe!                 

Opportunity to Help Someone in Our Community -  

Fund Raiser for Brittany Jones 

The family of Brittany Jones is holding a fund raiser to help offset the rehabilitation costs that they will be in-

curring for Britt's ongoing therapy.  Brittany was severely injured in a car accident last October on Hawkins 

Creamery Road in Damascus.  A group of teens were leaving a Young Life Christian Youth Group meeting 

and headed for Burger King for some fellowship time.  The car hit a tree, killing Ryan Didone and injuring all 

others.  Brittany was the most seriously injured.  She spent weeks at Shock Trauma, then a few weeks at Ken-

nedy Krieger rehabilitation hospital in Baltimore.  She recently had a cranioplasty to replace the skull piece 

that had been removed to allow the brain to swell then heal.  She is facing months and months of therapy to 

help her walk, talk and regain normal movements.  All indications are that there is no major brain damage and 

she should be well enough to return to school in the fall.  

 This fundraiser is to help with the upcoming therapy expenses that will not be covered by insurance.  They are 

estimating $200 per session and 6 sessions per week from now until December '09.   God Wear Direct is do-

nating $10 from the sale of each t-shirt to Brittany's family.  The goal is to raise $20,000 towards her care.  

Please visit www.godweardirect.com 

You can also help by providing a meal for the family.  This has been a huge blessing since Tammy (mom) has 

her hands full with Brittany and her 1 year old son.  Also, this has given many people the chance to visit and 

encourage the family.  The web-site for meals is:   http://www.foodtidings.com/SignUp.aspx?

ScheduleGuid=ac5f252d-c699-41f4-bdc6-5ba14d1966f7 

Donations can also be sent to:  Chevy Chase Bank, Brittany Jones Medical Fund, 26001 Ridge Road, Damas-

cus, MD 20872.  The family needs encouragement, fellowship, and God's grace and love to get them through 

this trial. 

Harwood Memorial Gardens  

Needs Your Help! 

The plan for the new building calls for widening 

the road that runs between the Christian Fellow-

ship Center and the Annex.  This widening im-

pacts the Harwood Memorial Garden.  In order to 

save the memorial garden, it needs to be moved.  

Based on the preliminary plans, it should not have 

to be moved far, maybe 5 to 10 feet back.  The 

Earth Stewards agreed to coordinate the move for 

the Building Committee.  We donôt have a firm 

date yet, but it will be when the final grading 

plans are available which should be in the next 

few weeks.  If you are interested in helping with 

the move, please contact Jeff Heinbaugh.  If 

should be lots of fun and if we have a large num-

ber of people, it wonôt take long to accomplish.   
 

http://www.godweardirect.com/
http://www.foodtidings.com/SignUp.aspx?ScheduleGuid=ac5f252d-c699-41f4-bdc6-5ba14d1966f7
http://www.foodtidings.com/SignUp.aspx?ScheduleGuid=ac5f252d-c699-41f4-bdc6-5ba14d1966f7


Announcements (cont®d) 

T H E  B E A C O N  1 9  

Parents' Night Out!  

Girl Scout Troop 4859 is organizing a night of baby-

sitting on Friday, May 9th from 6 - 9 p.m.  

Children ages 3 - 9 are invited to  the DUMC dining 

room for an evening of games, crafts, movies  and 

fun.  

Activities will be led by 7th graders and supervised 

by adults.   Donations are welcome. 

Please contact Karen Taylor if you are interested.  
  
 

Looking for a Fall Bible Study?  

Why not consider a Disciple 1 Bible study class?  Disciple is a 34 week study of The Bi-

ble that allows open conversation and discussion of the content. Each student, or disciple, 

has a take-home study guide that contains the discussion topics and reading material for the upcoming week. 

The class will cover about 80 percent of the bible during the 34 week period. Classes usually last 2 to 2 .5 hrs 

and size is limited to 12 students. Even if you have taken this class in the past, I would encourage you to con-

sider it again if you are looking for a Bible-study type class. We will start in September, 2009 and will be fin-

ished before the end of May, 2010; I promise. Possible class times include Sunday morning either from 8:15 

to 10:45 or 9:30 to 12:00 pm, or one evening during the week from 7:00 to 9:30 pm. Final class time and date 

will be determined based on student preference and room availability.   Classes will be held at church. Please 

contact Tom Conger to sign up.  

Register Now for  

Kindergarten Orientation  

The public schools in our area are accepting regis-

trations for Kindergarten Orientation.  If your child 

will be 5 years old on or before September 1, it's 

time to register!  You must call your local elemen-

tary school and ask for the orientation materials and 

schedule a time for your small-group orienta-

tion.  For more information, check out the public 

school webpage at  . . . . . .  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/press/index.aspx?

pagetype=showrelease&id=2486. 

 

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ 

 
RELAY for LIFE  

DUMC Team Sunshine  
 

Stay tuned for updates  

on how we did this weekend . . .  

Thanks for all your support !  
 

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ 

All Mothers Needed!  
 

The mothers of DUMC 

are planning to sing to-
gether on Mother's Day, 
May  10 at both the 8:15 

& 11:00 am services.  

Rehearsals are on May 5 
& 6 at 7:00 pm in the choir room.  You 

need to attend only one rehearsal.  So 

please join us; it will be a lot of fun!  

For questions please contact Polly Ed-

monds or Doris   Swaim.  


