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ñTake Two,ò Karen Kingsbury Keeps 

Laurie in our Hearts 

New to me is the Christian writer Karen Kingsbury, who has been ac-

knowledged as a New York Times bestselling author.  In her most recent 

book published this year in the Above the Line Series, Take Two, Ms. 

Kingsbury raises up the life and witness of one most dear to us, Laurie 

Weeks. On pages 16 and 17 under the headline of Forever in Fiction, she 

writes these faith inspiring words. 

 Whenever I receive the completed paperwork for a Forever in Fic-

tion winner, I read through the details of the life being honored in fiction- 

whether the person is alive or dead- and I am touched by the real life sto-

ries that come my way. 

 That was especially true for Laurie Weeks, forty-five.  I read the 

information sent in about Laurie and I kept seeing all we had in common, 

how Laurie and I wouldôve certainly been friends if we wouldôve met.  Our 

love of family and healthy living, board games and beacheséEven our 

shared joy at documenting our familyôs activities in photographs.  The 

similarities were striking. 

 Laurie was one of four siblings- three sisters and a brother.  She 

married when she was 22 and had three children- Audrey, 23, Lucas, 19, 

and Sam,17.  She loved the beach and the Bible and playing Apple to Ap-

ples when her family was gathered together.  Trips to Atlantic Beach in 

North Carolina were always accompanied by a trip to her favorite Wind-

mill restaurant, walks on the beach, and fresh grilled salmon.  She walked 

every day and never missed the sporting events and musical performances 

of her children.  

 Laurie was 5ô5ò {dec63} and slender, with brown hair, green eyes 

and a contagious smile.  She rooted for the underdog, and people knew her 

as a peacemaker- confident and trustworthy.  She played the handbells in 

her church bell choir and served as family photographer for the many spe-

cial moments she helped create for those she loved.  A spiritual high for 

Laurie was 2001, when she and Audrey took a mission trip to Nicaragua.   

 Laurie was diagnosed with multiple myeloma in June of 2005.  

Though she nearly died twice in the ensuing months, her family prayed for 

a miracle.  Laurie lived long enough to attend the funeral of her 96 year 

old grandmother and long enough to share one last very beautiful Christ-

mas with her family.  She lived to see a final prom and her sonôs confirma-

tion, along with one last season of football and musical performances.  

Throughout her illness, she endured much pain.  Though her family prayed 

for more time, God had other plans for Laurie. 
  ĔĔĔĔ 
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Youth to Celebrate  
Labor Day Tonight!  

The youth will be traveling to D.C. tonight to hear the National 
Symphony Orchestra on the West Lawn of the Capitol.  We will 
leave promptly at 6:20 p.m. following a quick Youth Dinner to pick 

up the metro at Shady Grove. Concert begins at 8:00 p.m. we will 
phone parents on our way home for a more specific pick -up time 

(probably around 10:30 p.m.)  

                            Hope to see you tonight!  

   Mark Your Calendars . . . .  

                   GODSPELL  is coming  ! ! ! ! 

Be sure you join us for another popular production of Godspell, based 
on the Broadway Classical Musical written about the Gospel of St. 
Matthew.  Show times will be: 

 Friday, October 30  @  7:30 pm 
 Friday, November 13 @ 7:30 pm 

 Saturday, October 31 @ 7:30 pm 
 Saturday, November 14 @ 7:30 pm 

 Sunday, November 1 @ 6:30 pm 
 Sunday, November 15 @ 7:30 pm 

Many of our own church members will star in the show including, Ra-
chel Baughman, Carly Colborn, Jon Constantinides, Natalie Henry, 
Preston Henry, Lauren Koeritzer, Ian Lacy, Samantha Melkonian, Tyler 

Motter,  Taylor Payne, Laura Searles, Brett Springirth, Taylor Stull, Mary Quinn, Graham Taylor, and 
Judith Tsoi.  Tickets will go on sale October 1 and will be available for purchase after Sunday Services 
or at the church office.  For more information contact Nancy Lacy.  
 

She loved Jesus very much and knew she would be well with her Savior- but she hated the thought of leaving her 

family.  Laurie went home to heaven in March 2006- just nine months after her diagnosis.  Those who love her 

miss her very much.ò 

 The chapter goes on to say that Laurieôs sister, Cindy, placed Laurie in the Forever in Fiction nomina-

tion, and that Ms. Kingsbury placed Laurie in the novel as a friend of Kelly Ryan, the wife of the protagonist 

film producer Chas Ryan. Ms. Kingsbury makes this last comment about our beloved Laurie.  ñMuch as I be-

lieve Laurie wouldôve been a friend of mine, her character will certainly be a friend to Kelly Ryan in this time of 

dramatic highs and uncertain lows.ò  In many ways this comment celebrates the Laurie we treasured in Damas-

cus as she stood in solidarity with Christ by the way she loved and cared for so many. I thank Heather Geehring 

for bringing Take Two to my attention, and encourage us all to read this novel of compassionate faith. 

(Zondervan is the publisher.)        

                    -  Walter G. Edmonds 
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Youth  

Youth Fundraiser Ink  

Jet Cartridges  

Keep Bringing them in! 

Did you know that used toner/inkjet 

cartridges create over 18 million 

pounds of non-biodegradable waste in the U.S. 

each year? With this in mind, the DUMC youth 

are continuing to collect cartridges to recycle. This 

long-term project will allow us to raise funds for 

the 2008 Summer Youth Mission Tour, while 

keeping our environment in mind. Please deposit 

any used inkjet, fax, or laser cartridges in the col-

lection box located in the Narthex or the church 

office. Note:  WE ARE UNABLE TO RECY-

CLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR XEROX 

DRUMS.  This also supports the churchôs mission  

ñServe God, Save the Planetò by eliminating waste 

through recycling.  Thank you for your support.  

Questions, contact Cathy Dobrzanski at 301-253-

0022, ext. #105. 

Youth Activities   

Sunday, September 6 

4:00 ï 5:00 pm First Year Confirmation Orientation 

 Sanctuary 

5:00 - 6:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers Rehear.  

6:00 - 6:30 pm Youth Dinner - Youth Chapel 

6:20 pm Depart DUMC for NSO concert in 

 Washington, D.C. (See article on 

 page 2) 

Tuesday, September 8 

6:30 - 9:00 pm St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra Rehear. 

 Main Church Building 

Wednesday, September 9 

5:45 pm               Wonderful Wednesday Dinners begin 

 DUMC Dining Hall. 
 

Sunday, September 13 

5:00 - 6:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

6:00 - 6:30 pm Youth Dinner - Youth Chapel 

6:30 - 7:30 pm Youth Group  ï Youth Chapel 

Monday, September 14 

5:15 - 6:00 pm Youth Bell Choir Rehearsal 

6:00 - 7:00 pm Confirmation I  / Class A       

6:30 - 7:30 pm Confirmation I  /  Class B      

7:00 -  8:15 pm Confirmation II  / Class A     

7:45 -  9:00 pm Confirmation II / Class B      

Tuesday, September 15 

6:30 - 9:00 pm St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra Rehear.  

 Main Church Building 

Wednesday, September 16 

5:45 pm                Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  - 

 DUMC Dining Hall. 

6:30 pm UMYFO Meetingï Church Annex /  

 Conference Room 

Sunday, September 20 

5:00 - 6:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

6:00 - 6:30 pm Youth Dinner - Youth Chapel 

6:30 - 7:30 pm Youth Group  ï Youth Chapel 

Youth Dinner  

Coordinators Needed ! !  

We need an adult to organize the Sunday night 

youth dinners (for the coming month).  We 

have a lot of parents signed up for dinner, but 

we need a coordinator to help with recruiting 

more parents.  Please contact Cathy Dobranski 

@ 301-253-0022, ext. 105. 

Acolyte/Crossbearer Training  
  

Please mark your calendar and plan to 
join us for a training session for Acolytes 
& Crossbearers on Sunday, September 13, 
2009 @ 9:30 am in the Sanctuary.  If you 
are a "new" participant, or even a previ-
ous volunteer that needs a refresher 
course, plan to join us.   Questions, con-
tact Cathy D. @ 301-253-0022, Ext. #105. 
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 Youth (conôt) 
 

CONFIRMATION  

      CLASSES BEGIN   
  

Our two-year confirmation program begins on 

Monday, September 14, 2009 for all classes. 

Our church community is blessed with a very 

high interest in this spiritual program, so we 

are again dividing both years of students into 

two classes: Class A & Class B.  (We try to 

keep each class to not more than 12 members 

for the best group dynamics.) The schedule 

will be as follows: 

Confirmation  I /   Class A     6:00 - 7:00 p.m 

Confirmation  I /   Class B     6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Confirmation II /   Class A    7:00 - 8:15 p.m. 

Confirmation II /   Class B    7:45 - 9:00 p.m. 

An introductory one-hour session explain-

ing the program for both the first year stu-

dents and their parents will be held Sunday, 

September 13 at 4:00 p.m. in the DUMC 

Sanctuary.  Prior to this meeting, if you have 

any questions regarding the confirmation pro-

gram, please call Pastor Walt or Linda Motter. 

@ 301-253-0022.  

Attention:  

Charles Wesley Parents  ! !  

Please remember to help out our Charles 

Wesley Singers by volunteering on your as-

signed Sunday which will be shown in the 

weekly Beaconettes or the Beacon (starting 

next week).  If your family is scheduled, you 

will need to stay after the 8:15 a.m. service for 

approximately 15 minutes to assist in the re-

turn of choir robes and the collection of music.  

We are also asking that same family return at 

5:00 p.m. to again assist Pastor Edmonds and 

Katherine Williams with the disbursement and 

collection of music during choir rehearsal.  

This should only involve one Sunday for the 

ENTIRE YEAR for each family.  If you 

have any problem in fulfilling your assigned 

weekend, please be kind enough to find a re-

placement.  Thank you for your support! 

Acolyte / Crucifer Schedule  

Sunday, September 6  

8:15 Service: 

 Acolyte -   Linda Otieno  
 Crucifer  -  Lauren Koeritzer  

11:00 Service: 

 Acolyte -   Need Volunteer  
 Crucifer  -  Need Volunteer  

Sunday, September 13  

8:15 Service: 

 Acolyte -  Kenny Hunsley 
 Crucifer  -  Colby Nehring 

11:00 Service: 

 Acolyte -  Need Volunteer  
 Crucifer  -  Need Volunteer  

Sunday, September 20  

8:15 Service: 

 Acolyte -  Rose Hulcher 
 Crucifer  -  Thomas Nehring  

11:00 Service: 

 Acolyte -  Need Volunteer  
 Crucifer  -  Need Volunteer  

Mark You Calendars! 
 

UMYFO Meeting  

Wednesday, September 16 @ 6:30 pm 
 

The first meeting for the 2009-2010 UMYFO youth and 

adults will take place on Tuesday, September 16 in the 

Annex @ 6:30 pm. 

UMYFO representatives are asked to attend.  Bring $3 

for dinner.  We usually end around 8:00 pm.  Join us as 

we plan and organize events for the upcoming year. 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH &  

PARENTS !!!  

SSL Forms are now available in the church office for 

all youth (Montgomery County) that participated in 

the 2009 Summer Youth Mission Tour and Habitat for 

Humanity. 

Please remember that Montgomery County Schools 

have a ñstrictò deadline (usually September 30) for 

submitting these forms for graduation requirements. 

Be sure to pick up your form ASAP!!!!! 



ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

The Lectionary for Sunday, Sept. 13 
  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Old Testament:  Prov. 1:20-33  

 Psalm:  19 

  Epistle Lesson:   James 3:1-12 

 Gospel: Mark 8:27-38  

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

Missions 

Hello from Nicaragua, 
 
As we wrap up our second official month of operation at Entre Cultu-
ras/Between Cultures, we continue to stay busy and are excited about 
the possibilities ahead of us.  Here's an update of what's new this 
month!  

We have a Board of Advisors! Dakota Kenney, Donna Beatrice, 
Cindy Fulton, and Terri Meyer  have all very generously donated their 
time to work with us and help get the 501(c)3 up and running in the States. There is a possibility of 
two more members as well. 

A great two -day visit to Damascus' sister community of La Danta. Damascus and La Danta are 
 now considering bringing members of the La Danta community to the States in 2010, so 
 that they can get to know all of you better.  

Jon Kenney will be working with us in March 2010, bringing a group of students from Eckerd
 College to Nicaragua on an alternative spring break. 

We have begun a Bible Study among the workers here at Entre Cultures/Between Cultures. 

Unfortunately, Nicaragua's branch of Volunteers in Mission decided not to contract their delega -
 tions out to an external organization, so we will not be working with them directly, but we 
 would still be open to hosting DUMC's VIM trips. 

We will be talking to Casa Baltimore about the possibility of facilitating formation for their sister com-
munity of San Juan del Limay. 

Stan and Kathy Jones, my parents, will also be visiting La Danta Sept. 6 and 7 to represent Damascus 
as they discuss the possibilities for the hermanamiento relationship. 

We hope that all of you are doing well, and thank you for your support!  

Prayer Requests 

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write any prayer requests 
on the prayer cards located in the pews.   

Prayer cards should then be placed in the prayer box in the Narthex.   
All requests will be kept confidential.  

Prayer requests may also be made on-line at www.damascusumc.org. 

 

 

REMINDER:  

HOLY COMMUNION  

WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 

IN THE SANCTUARY  
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THE REWARDS OF BEING A STEPHEN MINISTER:  
 

 The joy and satisfaction of participating in meaningful ministry and of serving Jesus 

 The friendship and support of the Christian community they develop in training and supervision 

 Personal growth through the training, service, and supervision 

 Enhanced relationships with family, friends, co-workers, and others 

 Greater interpersonal relationship skills that prove valuable at work and in other activities 

 Increased faith in God, dedication to Jesus, and enjoyment of their religious life 
 

One other sign that Stephen Ministers find caring ministry personally rewarding is that a large percentage of 

them serve for years beyond their initial two-year commitment. 

In mid-September our congregationôs Stephen Ministry will begin a training class for new Stephen Ministers. 

Take this opportunity to pray to God and seek guidance. This may be just the ministry God has prepared for 

you. For more information, contact our Training Coordinator, Bonnie Custer, or talk with a pastor or 

any one of our Stephen Leaders or Stephen Ministers. You can find printed information and applications in 

the Narthex. Like last yearôs training, this will be joint training between DUMC/Friendship and several area 

churches including Ashton UMC, Chinese Bible Church of Maryland, Colesville UMC, Gaithersburg Chi-

nese Alliance Church, Mill Creek Parish, Millian UMC, Oakdale Emory UMC, and St. Paulôs UMC.  The 50 

hours of training will begin September 10, 2009 meeting on Tuesday evenings from 7:30-9:45 pm.  The 

training will culminate with a Commissioning Banquet that will be held at DUMC on February 15, 2010.  

Come join this vital, caregiving ministry.   

If you or a loved one is in need of one-to-one Christian care at this time, please contact a pastor or one of our 

Stephen Leaders (Jan Mullinix, Pam Colborn, Bonnie Custer, Pastor Frances Stewart, Hazel Strahorn, and Janet Corne-

lius). To request a Stephen Minister, call our Referrals Coordinator, Pam Colborn, at stephenministrydumc@yahoo.com.  

This ministry is free and available to all in our congregation and in our community.  (Please ask your loved oneôs per-

mission before reporting his or her need.)   

Transition Prayer Group is Forming!  

These tough economic times are particularly challenging for those who have lost jobs, have been forced to retire and those 

who find themselves underemployed or in jobs that donôt fit their interests and talents.  Anxiety, guilt, and frustration 

combine with the daunting task of finding employment and vocation in a job market where opportunities are few and far 

between.   

However, these experiences are also an opportunity for spiritual growth, and to foster that growth, the Transitions Prayer 

Group is forming.  We invite all those who are struggling with employment and vocational issues to come together for 

prayer, Bible study, reflection, fellowship and sharing with others who are going through the same process of transi-

tion.  Rick Barr, who himself is transitioning after a twenty-year career has agreed to lead the group.  Time and place will 

be determined based upon response.  To contact Rick, send an email to vikingtoo@aol.com.  

Stephen Ministries  
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Childrenôs Ministries  

Come One and All 

to The Sunday School Kick-Off!!!!!  

         LOOK OUT!  Sunday School is starting soon!!  BUT FIRST - we will be celeb- 

rating our annual Sunday School Kick-Off on September 13 to get things rolling! 

COME and join us that day and meet the wonderful Sunday School leaders, register  

for Sunday School, jump for Jesus on a moon bounce, have your face painted, meet the  

pastoral staff, and enjoy being in fellowship with your sisters and brothers in faith.   

All this takes place at the Pavilion (weather permitting, otherwise in the Great Hall) from 9:30 am -10:30 am on 

Sunday, September 13.   The next Sunday (September 20) will be our first day of Sunday School classes. 

THEN we will celebrate Christian Education Sunday on September 27.  This is a special Sunday when we dedi-

cate our leaders, celebrate our Sunday School program, and gift our third graders with a Bible of their very own. 

If you have a child in the third grade, make sure you fill out the needed information at the Kick-Off.  

AND - Junior Worship will begin on October 4!!  This is a program that provides a worship experience during 

the 11:00 am service for children ages 5-8.  Look for the Junior Worship Table at the Kick-Off . 

See you at the Kick-Off !!  

**Please note that in order to keep our records updated and accurate we ask for new registration forms each 

year for every child and youth.  We have an open-door policy and so welcome all at anytime during the 

year.   Thank you for your participation in our program!** 

IMPORTANT:  If you have ever felt a call to be a part of our Sunday School team please let Cindy know.  It is 

such a rewarding experience to walk with children and youth in faith. The only prerequisite is a love for chil-

dren and/or youth and an open mind and heart to learn along with them!!!!   Cindy is anxiously waiting by her 

phone or computer to hear from YOU!!!! We depend on the good will of volunteers to keep our programs going 

and successful!  SO PLEASE EMAIL HER!!!   (cdcfulton@yahoo.com)   THANK YOU to all of the teachers 

and leaders who have already responded to the call and are preparing for the new year of Sunday 

School.  Please keep them in your prayers!!  

  

    

PUPPET MINISTRY  

Our Puppet Ministry rehearsals will begin on September 9 

along with Wonderful Wednesdays!!!  

We hope to see new and old faces join us this year!! 

We have two groups that are as follows: 

The Colorful Hands of Jesus - for children 3rd - 6th grades,  

meeting in the Great Hall from 4:00 - 5:00 pm. 

ANDé 

Puppets, InChrist - for middle and high school kids, meeting in the Great Hall from 5:00 - 6:00 pm. 
 

If you would like more information about the DUMC Puppet Ministry, or if you would like to help as an 

adult, please e-mail Cindy Fulton at cdcfulton@yahoo.com . 

http://us.mc552.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cdcfulton@yahoo.com)


Adult Ministries  

NEW Sunday School Class  

for ñTwentySomethingsò  

What a rich and sometimes confusing time we have 

in our twenties. As we put on the cloak 

of adulthood, still clinging to the simplicity of life 

up to this point, there is so much to con-

sider. Thoughts of career, friendship, love, and our 

role in the world fill our minds. How will our lives 

take shape and what lies ahead? There is perhaps 

no more important time in life to be surrounded by a 

community of loving peers to remind us that God 

loves us and has a purpose for us. There are people 

searching and discovering just like we are - plus it is 

great fun to be together. 

Please join us in Bible study and honest and open 

discussion on Sunday mornings - beginning Sep-

tember 20 in a room TBA. Tom and Polly Edmonds 

Baldridge are very excited to lead this class. For 

more information, email redheaders@verizon.net.  

Polly is on Facebook, so that works too. If they 

don't hear from you, expect to hear from them 

sometime soon. Social networking is really the 

work of the church, too. Come, invite a friend - so-

cial gatherings will be planned soon. 

Bible based Sunday School  
Class forming  

We are forming a new Sunday school class to see 
if there is interest in a Bible study based format, 
covering a mixture of the Old and New Testa-
ments. The class would target the 35+year-old 
age group and would include some at home 
ÓÔÕÄÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎȢ 
The hope would be that through studying both 
the passion of Christ  and the journey of the Jew-
ish people through the books of the Old Testa-
ment that we would not only learn more about 
the true nature of God, and each become more 
personally responsible, but be able to use and 
apply that to help solve the individual and social 
challenges that we all face daily. The class would 
also need to develop and help implement some 
permanent solutions to these challenges. Co-
leaders/discussion leaders will be alternated to 
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ñOMGò Sunday 

School  

Class Forming 

New Sunday School 

c l a s s  f o r m -

ing:  "OMG" (and other prayers for "mid-

stage" families).  Parenting teens, 'tweens and 

young adults.  Caring for aging parents.  Cop-

ing with career transitions.  Concerns about 

health issues.  Challenges of a "maturing" 

marriage relationship.  We are forming 

a Sunday School class to discuss issues such 

as these in a supportive, Christian forum.  We 

will  draw from a variety of resources and ma-

terials, including the experiences, support and 

prayers of one another.  Class location to be 

determined.  For additional information con-

tact Jackie Perry, sidandjackie@yahoo.com.    
 

Evangelism  

New Members Classes  
 

 Many people have expressed a desire 
to become a member of Damascus United 
Methodist Church. If you are interested in 
becoming a member of DUMC, new member 
classes will be forming later in September. 
New members will be joining during a wor-
ship service in October. Please feel free to 
let Linda Motter know of your interest in 
joining DUMC (either in person or leave her 
a message) at (301) 253 -0023 ext. 104 and 
she will be glad to include you in the process. 
These times together will be an enjoyable 
gathering of the community for all involved. 
Thanks be to God!  


