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Living the Jesus Creed 

Last month, we introduced our Lenten theme coming from what many call the 

most penitential psalm in the collection of 150, Psalm 130, ñOut of the 

Depths.ò  We suggested that even at the lowest stage of pain and suffering, we 

are still able to call out to God, and that calling out to God can be the most de-

vout and profound calling we do in our lives. A host of devotions in our Lenten 

Book are putting  ñblessed flesh and muscleò on this psalmôs ñtruths,ò and for 

these outpourings from our own we are exceedingly grateful. 

A second theme that has been used in our worship this season, and particularly 

at the 6:15 am Wednesday morning communion service, is the Jesusô Creed, 

which is Jesusô own words from St. Mark 12:29 ï 31.  Asked by one of the 

ñteachers of the lawò as to which commandment was the most important one of 

them all, Jesus gave this perfect reply. 

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,  

with all your mind, and with all your strength. 

The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these. 

The youth, parents, and ñtall friendsò that have been gathering at the Wednes-

day morning services, Sunday evening youth meetings and confirmation 

classes, have been using this foundational statement of Jesus, as a-seven-times-

a-day spiritual exercise during Lent.  I, too, have been doing so as well as using 

Scot McKnightôs 40 day devotional Living the Jesus Creed, based on those 

verses. (May I encourage the book for your use for any period of 40 days. I am 

ordering more.)   

One of the chapters of the 40-day book, is called ñThe Divine Dance.ò It cen-

ters on the idea of God and Jesus being ñone.ò  That is, Jesus ñindwellsò with 

God, and God ñindwellsò with Jesus. (Mix in the Holy Spirit, as well). They 

penetrate each other deeply, and in the words of C. S. Lewis, ñIf you think me 

not irreverent, a kind of dance.ò  McKnight puts it most poetically and imagina-

tively, ñThe one God is a community of mutually indwelling persons where 

each person delightfully dances with the other in endless holy love.ò  Further, 

ñThe mutual love of the Father, Son, and Spirit form the pattern for the Jesus 

Creed.  The Jesus Creed summons each of us to dance the dance of the Trin-

ity.ò (40 Days Living the Jesus Creed, p. 26) 

To me, this is the perfect invitation to the end of Lent and Holy Week.  We are 

called to the ñindwellingò of Christ in the meal of Maundy Thursday, the 

ñindwellingò of Christ in the passion and death of Good Friday, and the 

ñindwellingò of the risen Christ on Easter morning.  The ñLord of the Danceò 

truly does become the ñOneò that makes all creation ñoneò with the Creator.  

               -   Walt Edmonds 
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The Need to Give 

 Ed McClaren, celebrated Christian writer of the last two decades, has written a new book Return 
to the Ancient Practices , the first in a series on regaining the necessary spiritual pursuits of our human-
ity.  One of the òmighty sevenó is giving .   

 As we look ahead to Easter and Eastertide, we want to begin to herald the very important day of 
Sunday, April 18, two weeks after Easter, when as a congregation we will ask ourselves, òWhat is God 
calling us to give?ó  Please mark this date and keep your òeyes and earsó open to the òreadinessó for that 
day.   

Please Help Support those that Need It ! ! 
 

This coming Thursday, March 11, I will personally be testifying at the AIM (Action in Montgomery) hearing for a 

Immigration Reform Action. 

What is AIM?  Action in Montgomery is a county-wide, multi-racial, interfaith, non-partisan organization with over 

30 congregations and members representing over 30,000 adults.   AIM believes in the ability of people to take leader-

ship and transform their communities.  In 2009, AIM successfully fought to expand affordable housing funding to 

$58.7 million.   AIM also won a half-mile sidewalk worth $306,000 that allows hundred of families to safely access 

buses, work, shopping, doctors, school and church in northern Silver Spring.  Since 2001, AIM was able to insure 

that $29 million was not only allotted, but used to renovate four community centers in Historic African-American 

neighborhoods.  

After a county-wide meeting two weeks ago where County Executive Isiah Leggett made firm commitments to con-

tinue the county programs to support immigrants in Montgomery County, we will now have an opportunity to seek 

from Congressman Van Hollen commitments to reform our national immigration laws.  Being an immigrant myself, 

and having a brother almost recently deported due to ñunfairò immigration laws, I feel it is important to speak up on 

the subject. 

To quote from Councilman Isiah Leggett  . . .  . 

Unfortunately our broken Federal immigration system has left too many Montgomery County families in despair.  

Many undocumented immigrants have become a vital part of our community; are integrated into our economy; and 

have developed deep local ties.  For many of them returning to their home country would tear their families apart 

and in many cases could jeopardize their lives.  That is why fair immigration reform that includes a legal pathway to 

citizenship for law-abiding residents and respects the integrity of the family is essential to the future health and well 

being of Montgomery County.* 

Our ability to obtain commitments on issues such as this depend on the volume of turnout at ñActionsò like this com-

ing Thursdayôs.   No one is going to try and rope you into anything, or even make you volunteer, we just need 

your ñphysicalò support to make our voices heard.   Also, your AIM representatives,  Will Holmes, Aaron Valen-

tino, Pastor Walt, and myself, would appreciate any who can join us.J 

If interested in carpooling, the church van will depart the DUMC parking lot at approximately 5:45 pm to head to the 

Action., which begins at 7:00 pm. If you prefer to drive yourself or go directly to the hearing, it will be held at Bethel 

World Outreach Church, 8242 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring.  Free public parking is available at the Bonifant Street 

Metro Lot, but we would highly suggest carpooling. 

Please RSVP to me directly if you are able to join us.  Thanks for listening  !! 

                                Jane Webb 

          British immigrant here since June 6, 1961 

*see article from last weekôs Damascus Gazette for more info, starting on front page and continuing on Page #14 
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Lenten Confirmation Prayers Requested 
 

During this 2010 Lenten season, please uplift prayers for our 23 second-year confirmation students. 

They are prayerfully considering a very important decision to be publicly confessed at the Easter Vigil 

service on Saturday, April 4, 2010. During this service, the students will publicly proclaim their faith 

in our Lord Jesus Christ in addition to participating in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, sharing their 

chosen Bible verse, taking church membership vows, and offering Holy Communion. For almost 2 

years, each student has been spiritually preparing for this occasion. As their community of faith during 

this Lenten season, let us earnestly pray for them for strength, sense of purpose, and discernment as 

they consider this momentous life decision. 

          Thanks be to God! 

           Linda Motter 

 

During Lent, please place this listing where it will serve 

as a daily reminder to pray for these students. 
 

 Second-Year Confirmation Students          Second-Year Confirmation Mentors  

  Samie Abernethy     Cindy Fulton 

  Annabel Bonnett     Susan James 

  Katie Culbertson     Joan Hartle 

  Andrew Dallas     John Stull 

  Kidest Daniel      Sharron Snapp 

  Matt DeHoff      Rocky Benedict 

  Carson Erdle      Katherine Williams 

  Joey Hanlon      Don Cosman 

  Thomas James      Scott Abernethy 

  Laura Keegan      Melissa Flowers 

  Julia Kepley      Cindi Abernethy 

  Derek Klahre      Sue Constantinides 

  Eric Magas      Mike Springirth 

  Savana McClure     Val Willis 

  Chris Nickerson     Ted Constantinides 

  Sylvia Otieno      Wendy Keegan 

  Morgan Parker     Kathleen Culbertson 

  Travis Rice      Bob Wilson 

  Alex Senires      Tom Baldridge 

  Graham Taylor     Ken Koeritzer 

  Jeffrey Thornton     Mark Dantzler 

  Connor Tyler      Bob Newlin 

  Jared Willis      Scott Fulton 

The Lectionary for Sunday, March 14, 2010 

 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  Old Testament:  Josh. 5:9-12  Psalm:  32 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT WEEK IN YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE  

Come Share it with us at our Damascus/Friendship Parishes  

PALM  SUNDAY    FESTIVAL SERVICES 

M ARCH  28    8:15 am Damascus Church (childrenõs choirs, brass & flutes) 
             10:00 am Friendship Church  
       11:00 am Damascus Church (childrenõs choirs, brass & flutes) 
     7:00 pm Meditations & Improvisations on Passion Themes  
         Organ Concert with Steve Kalnoske 

HOLY  M ONDAY  

M ARCH  29    7:30 pm Devotional Service at Friendship United Methodist Church  
     Guests:  Rev. Bryan Fleet and choir from 
         Mt. Zion -Warren United Methodist Church in Dickerson  

HOLY  TUESDAY  

M ARCH  30    7:30 pm Devotional Service at Friendship United Methodist Church  
     Guests:  Rev. James Bishop and choir from 
         Goshen United Methodist Church in Gaithersburg  

HOLY  WEDNESDAY  

M ARCH  31    6:15 am Prayer, Holy Communion & Breakfast at Damascus UMC  
   12:00 pm The Reading of the Passion Narrative, Prayer & Holy Communion  
     6:00 pm Wednesday Night Activity Dinner -  DUMC Dining Hall  -   
      All are Welcome ! ! 
     6:45 pm A Lenten Night with The Covenant Players (child friendly)  -  Sanc 

M AUNDY  THURSDAY  

APRIL  1    6:00 pm Festive Seder Meal (child friendly)  -  DUMC Dining Hall  
     8:00 pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service  
     Play: òThe Other Twelve Disciplesó  -  DUMC Sanctuary  

GOOD  FRIDAY  

APRIL  2  12:00 pm Vigil of the Cross:  A series of seven 25-minute services 
      based on the Seven Last Words of Christ.  Preachers from 
      the churches of Damascus with special music  
     8:00 pm  Service of Tenebrae (Service of Shadows) 
     St. John Passion by John Ferguson 

HOLY  SATURDAY  
APRIL  3    8:00 pm The Great Confirmation Easter Vigil Service  

EASTER SUNDAY  
APRIL  4    6:15 am Early Easter Service in the Courtyard (weather permitting)  
     6:45 am Easter Breakfast in Damascus Church Dining Hall 
    8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Festival Services of the Resurrection (choirs & brass) 
     9:30 am  Traditional Easter Egg Hunt ð Great Hall/Pavilion  
   10:00 am Easter Service at Friendship Church 



Lenten Devotionals  

Available Online 

Lenten devotional writings by members of the Da-

mascus UMC community are now on the DUMC 

website at www.damascusumc.org. 

There will be a link on the home page that will 

connect you to the devotional for that day, or the 

entire Lent Devotional Booklet. 

Be sure to check it out!! 

Fireside Chats have Begun  

      Join us Wednesdays 

            at 6:45 p.m.  

       in the Great Hall 
 

For over fourteen years we have had the great tradition 
of sharing the personal faith stories of our parish during 
the season of Lent.  Again this year we are featuring our 
Fireside Chats in the Great Hall on Wednesdays from 
6:45 p.m. - 692/ o-l-  Sghr vddjr­ ®bg`s¯ enq Vdcmdr,
day, March 3,  2010 will be with our friend, Cindy Ful-
ton.                

Our pastoral intern, Linda Motter, will be interviewing 
Cindy following the Wonderful Wednesday night din-
ners; the dinners beginning at 5:45 p.m. in the Dining 
G`kk-  Bghkcb`qd vhkk ad oqnuhcdc enq sgdrd ®o`qknq bg`sr-¯ 

Youth 

 
Friendship UMC will hold its annual 
Lenten Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, 

March 27, 2010 at 8:30 am.  We will fea-
ture a Guest Speaker along with a won-
derful meal.  Come and share in this time 

of fellowship over food and be spiritually 
nourished by the preached word.  There is 

no cost for this event; however, donations 
are accepted.  For more information, con-
tact Betty Spencer at 301 -831 -5732, or 

Pastor Stewart at 301 -253 -3087.  

 

Traditional Easter  

Egg Hunt  

9:30  ð 10:30 am         

Easter Sunday  - April 4 
 

Great Hall/Pavilion  - Damascus Church 
  

Sponsored by the DUMC Family Ministries.  

A gathering time for the  

children to celebrate Easter with a  

traditional egg hunt, crafts, a snack  

and a visit from the Easter Bunny! 

 

Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
(For 2-yr. olds thru 5

th
 grade only) 

Lent Activities &amlr¬b' 

 

Join Us  

TONIGHT  

for  

Grand Game Night  

Sunday, March 7 
6:30 pm in the Dining Hall 

 

Ben Con will lead with devotionals, then we will 

move onto playing games! !! 

We will have Playstation, XBox, Wii, 

GameCube, and Guitar Hero, in addition to sev-

eral board games.  So plan to join us for dinner: 

your choice of Chicken Tetrazzini or Spaghetti 

w/red sauce, salad, bread, and dessert will be 

served.  Then hang-out and have 

some fun !! 

And remember to bring your  

own games and a friend  

(or two, or three!) 
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Youth Activities 

Sunday, March 7   

8:00 am            CWS Call time for Worship 

9:30 am            Breakfast @ the Youth Blend Café 

9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday School 

5:00 - 6:00 pm    Charles Wesley Singers  

6:00 - 6:30 pm     Youth Dinner  -  DH -  Perry/Rice/

 Wilson - families to host the meal.      

6:30 pm     Youth Group Grand Game Night   

-  DH  /  We will have Playstation, XBox, Wii, 

GameCube, and Guitar Hero, in addition to  board 

games.  So plan to join us & feel free to bring your 

own Games !!! 

Monday, March 8   

6:00 - 9:00 pm      Confirmation Classes 

Tuesday, March 9  

 6:00 - 9:00 pm   Relay for Life ñFair Tradeò Fund 

     raiser at the home of Derek Klahre 

Wednesday, March 10    

6:15 am      Lent Communion (Bring a friend!) 

6:45 am      Breakfast  ï DH/Cooks: Steve Rice                 

                                   & Bob Wilson 
5:45 pm      Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  -  DH 

6:45 pm     Fireside Chat  -  GH -  w/Cindy Fulton  

Friday, March 12 

7:30 pm      DHS production of Thoroughly  

                   Modern Millie!  

     Come and see lots of ñchurchiesò in the Play. 

After the play, J & Pôs for food.   

Leader:  Ken Koeritzer 

Sunday, March 14   

8:00 am       CWS Call time for Worship 

9:30 am       Breakfast @ the Youth Blend Café 

9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday School\ 

4:30 pm       Call time for those working at 

                     DHS Wrestling Banquet 

5:00 - 6:00 pm     Charles Wesley Singers  

6:00 - 6:30 pm     Pizza Dinner in the Music Room      

6:30 pm       Youth Group in the Music Room  

         3rd Session on The Jesus Creed with 

          Charlie Hulcher & Judith Tsoi. 

         Jack Norton will lead devotionals. 
ĔĔĔĔ 

Youth Activities 'bnms­c(   

Monday, March 15   

6:00 - 9:00 pm   Confirmation Classes 

Wednesday, March 17    

6:15 am Lent Communion (Bring a friend!) 

6:45 am Breakfast  ï DH  -   

 Hosted by The Magas Family 

5:45 pm           Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  -  DH 

Friday, March 19 to Saturday, March 20 

6:00 pm  to         Fast for Missions -  DH 

      6:00 pm       Overnight Sleep-In Missions Fundraiser 

6:00 pm             Irish Meal provided by the Cochrans 

6:30 pm             Youth depart for home 

Sunday, March 21 

8:00 am CWS Call time for Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ the Youth Blend Café 

9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday School 

5:00 - 6:00 pm    Charles Wesley Singers  

6:00 ï 6:30pm      Parent/Youth Dinner & Meeting  ï DH   

                             Spring Schedule; including Summer 

 Tour Plans & Volunteer sign-ups. 

Monday, March 22      

6:00 ï 9:00 pm     Confirmation Classes 

Wednesday, March 24    

6:15 am          Lent Communion (Bring a friend!) 

6:45 am          Breakfast  ï  DH:  Hosted by The Hulcher 

                                     & Jamesô families 

5:45 pm          Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  -  DH  

Sunday, March 28    Palm Sunday 

7:45 am Call time for Choristers & Cherubs 

8:00 am CWS Call time for Worship 

9:30 am        Breakfast @ the Youth Blend Café 

9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday School 

5:00 - 6:00 pm    Charles Wesley Singers  

6:00 ï 6:30pm      Youth Dinner ï DH -  Tacoôs!!  

  Hosted by  the Marshall family 

  Devotion  -  DH 

6:30 pm  Passion Hymns  -  Polly Edmonds  

  Baldridge  -  DH 

7:00 pm     Youth attend Meditations and Improvi- 

 sations on Passion Themes  -   

 Organ Concert by Stephen Kalnoske  

 
ĔĔĔĔ 
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UMYFO  

Board of Directors 
 

The UMYFO Board of Directors will meet on  

Thursday, March 18 from 6:30 pm  -  7:30 pm in 

the Annex (upstairs).  Agenda items will be   

Spring Schedule; including Summer Youth Mis-

sion Tour Plans & Volunteer sign-ups. 

All board members and committee chairs are en-

couraged to attend.   

Youth &amlr¬b' 

Youth Activities 'bnms­c(   

Monday, March 29 

7:00 ï 9:00 Confirmation Classes  

 (2nd Year Only) 

Wednesday, March 31 

6:15 am          Lent Communion (Bring a friend!) 

6:45 am          Breakfast  ï  DH:   Need Volunteers 

6:00 pm          Wednesday Night Activities Dinner 

7:00 pm          Covenant Players Performance  -  Sanc 

 

Looking Ahead  . . . .  
 

April 10:         DUMC Turkey/Oyster Dinner 

                       Youth to volunteer 

April 11:  

7:00 pm         Youth will sing at Asbury Methodist 

                       Village, Gaithersburg, MD 

April 17:         South Pacific at Poolesville HS 

                        (Graham Taylor performing) 

April 18:         Consecration Sunday 

                       Youth to participate in Services 

April 21:         

7:00 pm          Earth Day Global Simulcast  

                       by Matthew Sleeth 

April 25:  

7:00 pm           USO Dinner & Show 

May 8: 

1:00 pm          Tentative time for CWS to 

                        sing at Relay for Life event 

TBD:               Bonfire at the Hulchers 

Youth activities are open to all youth in   

surrounding communities, regardless of denomination. 

Information concerning youth activities is  

provided through your monthly Beacon,  

Sunday morning announcements,  

e-mail and at-home mailings.    

Additionally, you may contact either Pastor Walt  

or Jane Webb at the church office  

at any time, 301-253-0022, or  

great.jane@verizon.net. 

 

Youth 30-hour òLock-Inó 

Famine Event 

Bring your sleeping bag ! ! 

 
Start time:  Friday March 19 @ 6:00 pm 

End time:  Saturday, March 20 @ 6:30 pm 

In the spirit of this Lenten season, the Middle School 
and High School youth (6th ð 12th grade) will be partici-
pating in a 30-hour fasting event in which the youth 
and adult leaders will raise money for our brothers and 
sisters in Nicaraguaõs òEntre Culturasó community.  

This experience will be held at the DUMC Youth 
Chapel as a òlock downó overnight event. The program 
will include team building, movies, music, free time, 
games, and faith journey.  

We are asking the congregation to support our youth 
as they experience what many in the 3rd world consider 
a regular existence. If you feel moved to support us, ei-
ther consider a monetary donation of .25 cents to $1 per 
hour ($7.50 - $30) for a sponsored youth, or join us as a 
chaperon.  

We will gather Friday March 19 6:00 pm and complete 
the fast Saturday March 20 6:00 pm.  Afterwards, the 
participants will share in an òIrish Dinneró together in 
celebration of their achievement.  

The youth will have table in the Narthex after the Sun-
day March 14 8:15 and 11:00 AM services to sign-up 
sponsors and participates. 

Questions?  Contact Cliff Bergstresser @ 301-466-3775. 



Youth/Parent 
  

Sunday, March 21  
6:00 pm 

(Main Bldg / Dining Hall) 

Please plan to join us Sunday, March 21 for a 
Youth/Parent Potluck Dinner.  We will discuss 
a full Spring Schedule, Summer Youth Mis-
sion Tour plans, and have volunteer sign-ups. 

Parents, please bring a dish/dessert to share 
and arrive by 5:45 pm, to help with the set-up.   

Vhsg `kk ne ntq atrx rbgdctkdr+ kds­r sqx sn 
make room for what is truly important in the 
lives of our youth by continuing to foster the 

            2010 Summer Youth Mission Tour Update 
  

The youth of the parish will be making their yearly pilgrimage for our Summer Youth 

Mission Tour to Tennessee this year.  Our plans are to depart Damascus on Friday, 

June 18, returning Sunday, June 27.  the Homecoming Concert being AMonday, June 

28 at 7:00 pm.  Naturally some arrangements will need to be taken if the school dis-

tricts change plans.  Our concert locations confirmed to date are:   

 Brentwood United Methodist Church, Nashville, TN 

 Congregation size:  between 5,000 - 6,000 members 

 Church Street United Methodist Church, Knoxville, TN 

 Congregation size: approx. 3,000 members 

Other churches were are presently working on concerts dates are  First Broad-

street UMC, Kingsport, TN and First Centenary UMC, Chattanooga, TN.   All 

four of the churches mentioned are ñFlagshipò churches within the Tennessee 

United Methodist Conferences.   

We are continuing to work with our concert connections and planning other 

fun activities for our trip and will keep youth and parents informed with any 

updated with any information as soon as we have firm commitments.   

A Little Slow Giving Kudos  

We were sorry in December that Cathy 
Dobrzanski, who had  been serving as 
Youth, Young Adult and Family Coordinator, 
had to leave us because of personal issues; 
and perhaps we did not in a very public way 
say a ñthank youò for all her hard work, devo-
tion, and love for our youth, young adults 
and families. 

So let it be said as we have the hope of 
spring that we are grateful for the many good 
things that Cathy brought during her year 
with us on staff; and we hope that as the 
snow goes away and the trees begin to bud, 
she and her dear family will be filled again 
with the joyous spirit of spring and the resur-
rection power of our Lord Jesus. 

Thanks, Cath, for your giving us your best in 
2009. 

-  Walt Edmonds 
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Earth Stewards  

EARTH DAY 
April 22 nd  

Letõs get a head start!  Join 

with the Earth Stewards prior 

to Earth Day on April 22 nd  

and just start picking up, 

straightening up and guarding the environ-

ment and atmosphere!  And then on Earth Day 

all we have to do is sit around, admire our 

cleaned up environment and drink Green Tea!  

Eh? 

DUMC has a very active ministry happening 

right now and we would love to have you join 

our efforts in cleaning up our immediate envi-

ronment.  Help us help you!  

The Earth Stewards are always open for new 

ideas. New locations that need our clean -up 

efforts are so very easy to think of, non -

discriminatory and very non -judgmental!  

Please watch the Beacon for our next planned 

meeting.  We normally meet in the Parlor on 

the second Thursday of the month at 7 pm.  

Serve God, Save the Planet  

Pleasant Plains Preschool 
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Pleasant Plains Preschool is cur-
rently registering students for 

the following school year.  We 
have space available in several 
of our classes.   

Our curriculum focuses on the social, emotional, 
physical, spiritual, and academic growth of our stu-
dents. A typical day consists of varied activities in-

cluding art, cooking, fine and gross motor skills, lit-
erature, music, science and social studies, as well 
as readiness skills for reading and mathematics. 

Each weeks' literature, art projects, songs, guest 
speakers, games, writing activities and more will all 
relate to the letter of the week. We strive to provide 

a well balanced curriculum with plenty of time to 
play and learn. Pleasant Plains offers 3's, 4's and 
Pre-K classes. They meet  two, three or five times 

per week. Our 4's have the option of extending 
their school day through lunch time. We are proud 
of our small class sizes which allow for much indi-

vidualized attention.  

Please call Cora Horst, 301 -253 -9798, for more in-

formation or to schedule a tour.  

It's Your Ministry  

Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry.  It is an 

important way we at Damascus United Method-

ist Church care for one another.  If you are go-

ing through a difficult time, consider having a 

Stephen Minister.  It is confidential.  If you 

know someone else who is facing difficulties, 

suggest that they request the Stephen Ministry.   

Make use of it!  Stephen Ministry belongs to 

you! 

Call Pam Colborn at 301-524-5223 or e-mail 

her at stephenministrydumc@yahoo.com for 

more information. 

Old Fashioned Hymn Sing  
 

Come One! Come All! Please join us for an old fash-

ioned hymn sing in the DUMC sanctuary on Sunday, 

April 11, 2010  from  7:00 ð 8:00 p.m. My Mother, Ina 

Sue Watkins, will be visiting from Tennessee and will 

accompany us on the piano. Sheõs been a church pian-

ist for 50+ years, so I can honestly say youõre in for a 

real Southern treat. All songs played or sung will 

come from hymn requests of those in attendance. 

Please know that you donõt have to sing, but speaking 

from personal experience, you will be tempted to do 

so. All ages are invited to come and simply enjoy the 

old fashioned flavor. In the past, Mom has even 

played songs requested that arenõt in our hymnal, 

since a lot of music is stored in her God -given musical 

memory. What a gift! Any questions? Call me ñ Linda 

Motter at (301) 785 -0783.  

Music  



Church & Society 

ñChanging the Formatò 

As you know, there will no longer be a weekly Beaconette distributed to the DUMC community.  
Back in the fall of 2006, the Church & Society Committee began to put an item of interest in the Bea-
con and Beaconette on a regular basis.  We have appreciated the opportunity to bring relevant is-
sues to our faith community.  We want to thank Jane Webb for her immense help in this endeavor, 
reminding us when articles were late, keeping us on track.  ñThank you, Jane.ò 

With the new format, we will use the monthly article in the Beacon to highlight several issues of con-
cern.  We hope you will keep reading them and use them as the basis of discussion in your home, 
your small group, or to wrestle with in your own thinking. 

1) Haynes Johnson  is a well known author and former newspaper columnist who for many years    
appeared regularly on Washington Week on PBS.  He raised these questions that Americans 
should be asking themselves, when he was asked about our future.  They would make a great 
starting point for discussion for any group.  As Americans: 
¶  What do we really believe in? 
¶  What do we want to be known for? 
¶  What do we want to defend? 
¶  What do we stand for? 
¶  How do we come together as a people? 
¶  What do we want to do with our talent, our resources, our gifts, our strengths,  
¶   and our experience? 
¶  How do we protect our country and still maintain our liberty? 

2)  Empty Bowls Luncheon . 

The third annual Empty Bowls luncheon will be held March 14 at the Damascus Community 
Recreation Center, proceeds to benefit Damascus Help.  Along with a simple lunch of soup 
and bread, participants will receive empty bowls made and donated by local potters and ce-
ramic students, as a reminder of world hunger.  For more information or to purchase tickets, 
call Susan Causey at 301 253 9082 or send an e-mail to secausey@yahoo.com. 

3)  Standing Up to Marylandôs powerful Alcohol Lobby. 

On January 29, 2010, the Washington Post in an editorial urged Governor OôMalley and state 
lawmakers to consider raising the tax on spirits, which has not been raised since 1955, and 
on beer and wine, which has not been raised since 1972. Since then, the alcohol lobby has 
blocked all attempts to raise the tax, resulting in Maryland having one of the nationôs lowest 
tax rates on alcohol, and effectively forfeiting hundreds of millions of dollars in cumulative 
revenue that the state would have had if it had indexed the tax to information.  In addition, 
studies by Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health show that adding a dimeôs tax 
to a drink would cut consumption by 5% thereby preventing 37 deaths (mostly caused by 
drunk drivers) with a similar impact on other crimes.  If you agree with these findings, contact 
your local representative and let them know how you feel. 
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Finance  

Accepting Debit & Credit Card Donations 

The membership and friends of DUMC have given generously 

over the years and deserve flexible and convenient options to 

make such gifts.  For that reason, the Finance Committee  works 

diligently to identify and implement new and innovative options.  

DUMC continues to accept debit and credit card donations.  One 

reason we accept donations through credit and debit cards is that 

it allows some cardholders to earn points.  However, due to 

transaction fees that DUMC must remit to the vendor, we request 

that this option only be used for weekly donations of $10 or 

more.  DUMC will also accept one-time donations through debit 

and credit cards, but we request that this option only be used for 

gifts of $100 or more.  You may get an authorization form from 

the church office, or on the website under ñResources, Admin-

istrative, Forms & Downloadsò and fax it to the Finance Com-

mittee if you want to tithe or make a donation using your debit or 

credit card.    Please contact Debbie Benson at 301-253-0022, 

#106 if you have any questions about this giving opportunity. 

Have you considered  

e-Giving? 

Through the e-Giving program you can elect 

to submit your offering to the church electroni-

cally.  We have two options: bi-weekly or 

monthly.  The funds will be deducted from 

your checking or savings account automati-

cally, versus having to remember to bring your 

checkbook and envelope with you to church.  

You may get an authorization form from the 

church office, or on the website under 

ññResources, Administrative, Forms & 

Downloads.ò 

If you have any questions about this program, 

please contact Debbie Benson at 301-253-

0022, ext. 106 or dumc_finance@verizon.net. 

Members of DUMC, 
 

Due to my travel schedule I am going to have to make this very brief.  Just a few things I wanted to make you 
aware of. 

1.       The approved 2010 budget has been imputed into our financial statements.  This year an effort to bet-
ter reflect cash flow, the expenditures were spread by month based on actual outflow from last year.  In ad-
dition, the corresponding tithing was put in to match the monthly outflow.  This should provide us a better 
picture of how we are actually doing each month, and show what our true monthly tithing needs to look like 
throughout the year.  

2.      As we have been hit by record breaking snowstorms many times this winter, it is impacting our cash 
flow in that we had one Sunday where we only had an 11 am service, and it was a smaller than normal atten-
dance, and the next Sunday we had no services.  Many of you have either sent in your tithing for those 
weeks, or added it to the plate the next time you came to church, and for that we thank you.  We also ask 
that you reconsider the use of e-giving.  E-giving helps us to minimize our cash flow risk and we get more 
regular income at set times.  Forms for E-giving can be found on our website or you can contact Debbie Ben-
son at 301-253-0022, ext. #106. 

3.      Next month I will present a fuller financial picture of how we stand to date. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

God bless you 

Tina Kelly, Finance Chairperson 

P. S.  The Board of Trustees have asked to include in this Beacon a kind request for contributions towards the 
$5,000 snow removal bill from the past two months.  Please make checks payable to DUMC, with notation:  
Snow Removal.  Thank You! 
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Missions  

Let us remember our sisters and brothers in La Danta.   
These requests were received in February. 

Santos Olivas, who is blind and just, had a stroke (Alcides, Digna and Selsoõs father). 

Orlando Mejia, for pain he has in his arm. 

Ileana Olivas, for a kidney infection. 

Francisca Moreno, pain in her back. 

Heylin Beltran, for the tumor in her breast. 

Celinia Zuniga, for her physical handicap. 

Marina Moreno, her body has been going numb. 

Maria Miranda, arthritis in her feet. 

Juan Diaz, headaches and pain in his back and knees. 

Maria Varela, pain in her feet and fever. 

For a member of Roger Zunigaõs family, Joaquina Zuniga who is sick. 

Elizabeth Varela Mejia, for a heart problem. 

Mirna Varela, headaches and neck pain. 

Digna Emerita Olivas, headaches and inflammation of her feet, high blood pressure. 

Deyling, pain in her feet and inflammation, headaches. 

Arely, high blood pressure and eye pain. 

Rosa Zuniga, for health problems. 

Agustin Aguilera, knee pain. 

Amparo Varela, vision problems. 

Simon Varela, pneumonia. 

Hello again! 

It´s hard to believe we´re already in March! February kept us busy  

planning for Jon Kenney´s delegation and the hoped for delegation  

of La Danta to Damascus. We have applied for a group appointment 

for the U.S. visas for the La Danta group, and are waiting to hear back on that. Rosa, Roger, Selso, Alcides, 

Juan, and Ileana are very excited about the possibility of getting to know the community of DUMC next 

month! 

We recently filed our paperwork to become a legal non-profit organization in Nicaragua. These papers must 

pass through the Nicaraguan Congress, which is usually about a three to six month process. Service is the Wa-

ter is now a legal 501c3 in the States, and donations for Between Cultures will begin being accepted by this 

501c3 soon. 

Memo also spent a week translating for a group of doctors in very remote areas outside of Matagalpa. They 

saw nearly 800 patients, providing much needed medical attention and medicine. 

If you would like to see pictures of the people and community of La Danta, including the 6 delegates, please 

check out our Shutterfly website:  http://betweencultures.shutterfly.com. 

Thanks for your continue support, 

Amanda Jones, Eduardo Valdez, and Memo Dominguez 



 

 
 
 

Equity Emporium 
 A Fair Trade Gift Shop 

           And an outreach ministry of Damascus UM Church 

 

Is having a Spring Fling Open House!!! 

We will be open on Saturday, 

April 24 from 10:00 am  ï  4:00 pm  
for your ñshopping with a conscienceò experience and pleasure!! 

 
We have beautiful items from all over the world!! 

Weavings and recycled glass products from Guatemala, pottery from Nicaragua, 

homegoods from India, recycled paper products from Viet Nam, coffee, chocolate,  

organic olive oil from the Holy Lands, delicious bean soup mixes, wild rice and MORE!! 

There will be taste-testing of the coffee, chocolate and food products that we sell!!   

AND music playing from around Globe!! 

YOU are invited to come to Cindy Fultonôs transformed garage at  

24305 Ridge Road in Damascus, Maryland  
And enjoy the fellowship of people who joyously shop with the intention to make  

a difference in the world ! !  See you there ! 

 

For more information about Equity Emporium  

and the shop hours please visit our website, e-mail us or call at 

www.equityemporium.com OR cins@equityemporium.com OR 301-253-2439. 
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Equity Emporium   

A Fair Trade Outreach Ministry of DUMC  

Cindi Abernethy and Cindy Fulton started providing our church family and the community with the opportunity 

to purchase Fair Trade products right here in Damascus about 3 years ago.  We began by having special events 

at church and then holding house parties.  Since then we have opened a shop in Cindyôs transformed garage and 

continue to participate in special events and fundraisers such as for Relay for Life and Baby Tanner.  We set up 

coffee and chocolate tasting the first of every month in the hallway by the Great Hall. Stop by for a sip and to 

learn more about Fair Trade. Please note the events that are coming up listed below.  

Thank you DUMC for reaching out to others in this conscientious way!!! 

Equity Emporiumôs Mission Statement 

Equity Emporiumôs mission is to promote social and economic progress for people in developing regions 

of the world by marketing their products in a just and direct manner with the desired outcome of  

eradicating poverty.  We also hope to bring awareness of the options we have as conscientious consumers  

to use our purchasing power in more just ways so that people around the world can work toward  

taking care of their basic needs and realize their basic human rights.  

We also will work to promote local artisans in our community to give them an opportunity to market their crea-

tive works. Equity Emporium is an outreach ministry of Damascus United Methodist Church 

What are Fair Trade products?  
¶ Producers receive a fair price for their product or labor  

¶ No forced labor or exploitative child labor, and working conditions are healthy and safe  

¶ Producers and buyers develop direct, long-term relationships  

¶ Producers have access to credit and technical assistance 

¶ Sustainable and environmentally -friendly techniques are encouraged 

¶ Equal employment opportunities for all are provided  

¶ Workers and producers are organized into cooperatives or associations that are transparent, 
accountable and democratic 

Equity Emporium will be involved in several upcoming events: 

1.  Relay For Life  Home Party/Fundraiser, at the Klahre residence, 10939 Middleboro Dr, Damascus, 

 Tuesday, March 9 from 6:30 pm  -  8:30 pm. 

2.  Fundraiser for Baby Tanner, at Damascus UMCôs Great Hall, Saturday, April 10 from Noon  -  6:00 pm. 

 Please remember to also stop by for our Turkey/Oyster Dinner also on April 10th. 

3.  Spring Fling Open House, at Equity Emporium in Cindyôs garage, Saturday, April 24 from 10:00 am - 
            4:00 pm. 

Missions &amlr¬b' 

T H E  B E A C O N - 1 4  



Evangelism  

Church Ministries  
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Are you available to serve those in need in your 

local community? Listed below are current Faith 

Connection volunteer needs:  

Client Assistance Specialist  

Telephone Intake Worker 

Clerical Assistant    

Data Entry Clerk 

Marketing/Public  

Relations Coordinator   

Technical Specialist 

Volunteer Coordinator   

Project team member 

Financial Planning/Accountant 

Grant Writer 

Photographer    

Transportation  
 (local; within Damascus area) 

Program Child Care  
 (3 hours, 1-2 time per month) 

For more information please contact Debbie 

Tomlinson, Faith Connections Community Social 

Worker at 301-512-7879 or Debbie@Faith-

Connections.org  

www.Faith-Connections.org 

Welcoming Our Newest 

Members   

On Sunday, March 14 , during 
the 8:15 and 11:00 am ser-
vices, our newest members will be received 
into our DUMC community. Please join in 
warmly welcoming them in the Narthex follow-
ing the service. Light refreshments will be 

served. Thanks be to God! 

Servant Trip Opportunity  

A Servant Trip (Mission Trip) is in the 

planning stages for July 30-August 7 to 

the Hopi Indian Reservation. In the past, 

the cost of the trip has been approxi-

mately $1,200 and cost for this year has 

yet to be determined.  

This is a cross-cultural experience but a passport 

is not required, at least not at this time! We are 

expecting to work on homes within the villages 

this year which will be a new experience for our 

team. If you have an interest in this opportunity, 

please contact Reinette Springirth at (240)505-

0652 or by email at reinnet2u@gmail.com so that 

you can be added to the list of possible Servants 

Missions &amlr¬b' 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 

Prayer Requests 

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write any prayer requests on the prayer cards lo-
cated in the pews.  Prayer cards should then be placed in the prayer box in the Narthex.  All re-
quests will be kept confidential. Prayer requests may also be made on-line at 
www.damascusumc.org.  

ZZZZZZZZZZ 



Young at Heart Schedule for Events for 2010 

If you want to have fun and fellowship with like minded people during 2010 get out your calendars 

and enter the dates below for Young at Heart activities each month during the year.  All adults associ-

ated with the church and their friends and neighbors are welcome.  You don't have to join.  Just par-

ticipate in the events that appeal to you.  Watch the Beaconette for specific details and reservation 

deadlines each month.  The Steering Commitee tried to cut back on more expensive events in view of 

the current economic situation. 

March 18  Pane eô Vino restaurant, Mt Airy     Organizer: Bob Newlin 

April 22  Baltimore Aquarium    Organizer: Judy Kressig 

May 20  Church Luncheon    Organizer: Jan Barber 

June 10  Luray Caverns    Subject to change.  Checking it out.          

         Organizers: J. Janss, Nancy Counts 

July 10  Frederick Keys baseball   Organizer: Bob Bellison 

August 19  Tobyôs Theater (brunch)  ñHairsprayò Organizer: Dennis Beardsley 

September 22  Visit St. Michaels    Organizers: Jacque Janss, Sue Bradley 

October 14  Church Luncheon    Organizers: B Newlin, J Snapp,  

                   J Kressig 

November 11  Train Museum (Baltimore)      Organizers: Kent/Lynn Engel 

December 10  Christmas Dinner at Church   Organizer: Bob Newlin 

 §§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 

Church Ministries &amlr¬b' 

Out to Lunch with the Young at Heart  
Thursday, March 18  

The Young at Heart adult fellowship group will enjoy lunch at the Pane e 
Vino restaurant in Mt. Airy at 12 Noon on Thursday, March 18.  This has be-
come our traditional close -to-home winter lunching out spot over the past sev-
eral years.   All adults associated with the church and their friends are wel-
come. 

The deadline for reservations is Monday, March 15.  At that time we need a 
check made out to Bob Newlin and your selection from the following menu 
items.  The cost shown here includes food, drink, tax and tip.  $15 for (1) Penne Primavera, (2) 
Penne con Salscicce (sausage), (3) Lasagna, and (4) Fettuccine Alfredo.  $20 for (5) Pollo (chicken) 
Parmigiana, (6) Pollo Con Broccoli, (7) Pollo Marsala and (8) Veal Parmigiana.  If you wish to 
have dessert add $5 to your check.  Or you can select dessert at the luncheon and pay Bob $5 on 
the spot.   
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